
Petition 

 

Submitted to:         Comal County Commissioners Court 

 

By:           Tye Preston Memorial Library (Canyon Lake Community Library District) 

 

Whereas the Petitioner is a Library District, created pursuant to LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE 

TITLE 10, SUBTITLE B, CHAPTER 326(LIBRARY DISTRICTS), and has been operating as a Library 
within Comal County since its creation, to the current date; And 
  

Whereas the legislature, in enabling the creation of Library Districts found that: 
“(1) children and other residents of many rural and suburban areas of the state do not have 
convenient access to a public library;  and(2)  the creation of library districts in underserved 
areas would make valuable information resources more readily available to public school 
students and other residents of the state.”; And 

 
Whereas, the purposes for which Library Districts would be formed are: to establish, 

equip, and maintain one or more public libraries for the dissemination of general information 
relating to the arts, sciences, and literature. And 

 
 Whereas,  pursuant to Sec. 326.021,  “A district may be created and a sales and use 
tax may be authorized only if the creation is confirmed and the tax is approved by a majority of 
the qualified voters of the district voting at an election held for that purpose.” The Canyon Lake 
Community Library District was created pursuant to such election. And further, pursuant to Sec. 
326.022, “After a district is created, the district may not be expanded to include additional 
territory unless the commissioners court of the county in which the district is located calls and 
holds an election for that purpose in the territory to be added to the district.” And 
  



Whereas, the Petitioner has an actual service area that is in fact not limited to the legal 
boundaries used for its original creation under State law, but includes numerous patrons in 
areas adjacent to its legal boundaries, as well as temporary residents from areas outside of 
Comal County; Now Therefore 

 

The Petitioner requests that the Comal County Commissioner’s Court hold an election 
among the voters in the area proposed for annexation. The purpose of the election would be to 
more clearly reflect the service population of the Library, and enable the Library District to 
receive such additional sales tax revenue as is currently collected within the currently defined 
Library District area, to enable the Library District to provide library services for its patrons and 
enable it to enhance and expand those services in the future, pursuant to its purposes as noted 
above.  If passed, the election will amend the legal boundary of the Canyon Lake Community 
Library District, pursuant to Sec. 326.022.(d) of the same Local Government Code, to include 
the additional geographic area as indicated on the attached maps (entitled Exhibits 1 & 2).   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Exhibit 2 – Area of CLCLD with Proposed 
Annexation Area  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 3 – Detail of Proposed 
Annexation Area 

  



 
Texas Public Libraries: 

Economic Benefits and Return on Investment 
Prepared for the Texas State Library and Archives Commission by the 
Bureau of Business Research IC² Institute, The University of Texas at 
Austin, December 2012 

Public libraries in the State of Texas provide significant economic benefits for their communities. 
This report examines these economic benefits, and documents those activities which contribute to 
economic activities throughout all regions of Texas. In 2011 Texas public libraries collectively were 
found to provide $2.407 billion in benefits while costing less than $0.545 billion, a return on 
investment of $4.42 for each dollar invested. 

 

From the cover letter transmitting the subject report to the Library 

 

Thank you for providing the data that allowed us to generate an 
estimate of the economic impacts for the Tye Preston Memorial 
Library. Attached you will find our estimate as it appears in the final 
report that is being released this week by TSLAC. At a later time, 
TSLAC will send your director two copies of the full report.  

As you will see, the final version is slightly different than the earlier 
version because we utilized 2011 data in computing the value of 
library services in Table 2. Those small changes affected Table 4 as 
well. Therefore for Tye Preston, for each $1 spent, (both capital 
expenditures and operating expenditures) the library returned $1.84 to 
the community in economic benefits through direct spending and 
services. In future years without notable capital expenditures, we 
would expect the return to be approximately the same as that for the 
operating expenditure ratio, i.e. about $4.96-- in other words, the 
economic benefits will be nearly five times greater than your library’s 
direct spending.  

A second attachment shows the three introductory pages for Chapter 
VI, the chapter in which your library description appears, along with 
those of 13 other libraries. This introductory information provides 
background and more details about the estimation procedure that can 
be shared with others in your community, if desired.  

 

http://www.ic2.utexas.edu/bbr/
http://www.ic2.utexas.edu/bbr/


 
Texas Public Libraries: Economic Benefits and Return on Investment 

Executive Summary 
Public libraries in the State of Texas provide significant economic benefits for their 
communities. This report examines these economic benefits, and documents those 
activities which contribute to economic activities throughout all regions of Texas. 
In 2011 Texas public libraries collectively were found to provide $2.407 billion in 
benefits while costing less than $0.545 billion, a return on investment of $4.42 for 
each dollar invested. 
A data-intensive research design was developed to quantify economic benefits. 
Extensive data from the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC) 
were used in conjunction with the input-output economic modeling software, 
IMPLAN. Additional data and information from a survey of all Texas public library 
directors were used as inputs to the economic model. 
Based on the IMPLAN model, which analyzed public libraries purely as business 
and organizational entities, libraries produced $1.043 billion in local economic 
activity. Further, in 2011 more than 12,000 jobs in Texas were dependent on public 
library expenditures. 
Another major component of the quantitative analysis examined services offered 
by most public libraries in Texas: 
• circulation of books and other media; 
• access to public computers and Internet; 
• educational programs; and 
• reference services. 
Economic estimates were derived for these four services as well as for volunteers at public 
libraries and wireless usage. A conservative approach was utilized that yields much greater 
certainty in the estimated 
services values. The total value of these six public library services was conservatively 
estimated at $1.364 billion. These values combined with the benefits of local economic activity 
($1.043 billion) produce a total return on investment of$2.407 billion. 
While the identifiable economic benefits are significant, public libraries’ economic impacts are 
far greater than we can estimate as many economic benefits are difficult to quantify. Case 
profiles were developed about specific libraries’ activities with business organizations and 
assistance to self-employed individuals, entrepreneurs, 
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small businesses, employees, and employers. Many of the 40 case profiles illustrate a public 
library’s significant role for job seekers, job training, and workforce development. Others 
highlight unique and innovative service approaches or ongoing collaborations with Chambers 
of Commerce. These examples describe the widespread, unmeasured economic impacts of 
public libraries of all sizes and in all types 
of locations (rural, suburban, and major metropolitan areas) in Texas. 



A second set of profiles focuses on economic impact estimates for 14 individual libraries. Four 
of these libraries serve fewer than 10,000 residents, seven serve between 10,000 and 500,000 
residents, and three serve more than 500,000 residents. 
Several of these libraries have significant capital programs underway, and there are substantial 
differences among the libraries regarding the proportion of purchasing that occurs locally. 
Nonetheless, all of the libraries generate substantial positive returns-on-investment for their 
communities and cities. 
Total economic benefits from Texas’ public libraries in 2011were approximately $2.407 
billion. With expenditures of $544.9 million, there was an ROI of $4.42— for every dollar 
invested, there was $4.42 in verifiable local economic activity. The Texas ratio compares 
favorably to results in prior studies of other states and cities, given the conservative approaches 
used in this analysis. 
 
Yet the impacts of Texas’ public libraries continue to be underestimated. No benefits have 
been included in this analysis for the numerous, specific examples in which libraries have 
enabled business organizations, businesses, and self-employed individuals to improve their 
economic activities or the value of libraries’ activities that have assisted individuals to obtain 
employment. Nor were we able to include monetary values for the contributions of Texas 
libraries to a more educated workforce and  higher quality of life, both of which are vital for 
sustained economic development. 
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