
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store 

 

Context: 

 The Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store property is located in northwestern Comal 

County at 701 Fischer Store Road, Fischer, Texas.  The property owned by the society includes a 

dance hall and bowling alley and the society remains an active party of the community of 

Fischer.  Originally called Fischer’s Store, the community is now referred to as Fischer, Texas, 

the designated name for the post office. 

The community of Fischer’s Store as with many other rural communities in Texas, 

evolved around the economics of agriculture. The areas used for farming were limited but 

existed. The land was well suited for ranching.  

In 1875, a social but cooperative organization was formed for the betterment of the 

farmer and rancher located in the area. The Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store fulfilled those 

needs and provided the members and community with venues for entertainment. 

A community, large or small, thrives by its commerce and means of making a living by 

its citizens. It grows by the ability it provides for social interaction by those citizens. The 

Agricultural Society addressed both needs of the membership and the community. 

The society built Fischer Hall for dances, reunions and even a play. At one time it was 

used as a movie set.  A bowling alley was built for friendly competition involving the game of 

nine-pin bowling. The society held a fair, barbeques, ice cream socials, an oyster fry and rodeos. 

Neighbors were able to exchange ideas and help each other regarding agriculture. The 

dances provided the means for the members’ families to enjoy a social life and the younger 

people the chance to meet somewhere other than school. 

Today, the Fischer Hall still provides a place for dances, weddings and reunions. Many 

nearby communities bring their nine-pin teams to the Fischer Bowling Alley for the competition 

and the Fischer team travels to other nine-pin alleys in the region.  

 

 

 

 



Overview: 

The origin and evolution of the community named Fischer: 

  In 1853, Hermann and Otto Fischer arrived in the area, being the first settlers. Their 

survey for J.F. Johnson 123 was made in November 1853, and the filing of the Fischers’ claim 

was made in Austin on January 3, 1854.  

Other settlers claimed land nearby during the late 1850s by the names of Bernard Kuhn, 

Andreas Kuhn and Moritz Suche. Settlers named Christoph Spangenburg and Adolph Schlameus 

brought their families during the Civil War years, becoming part of the community yet without a 

name.  

The Fischer brothers first tried their hand at cattle ranching and attempted to cultivate the 

fields that they carved out of the bottomlands along Lake Creek. Raising cattle took more effort 

while the country was open range and their cattle roamed from the Pedernales River southward 

to the San Antonio River. Harsh weather, rustlers, Indians and wolves all contributed to cattle 

losses. In 1855, a party of Indians stole thirty horses from Otto Fischer. The task of retrieving 

cattle from across county lines became more hazardous with the beginning of the Civil War. 

Hermann was required to have a pass from the county provost marshal in order to cross adjacent 

county lines chasing his cattle. Families from other southern states that moved into the area due 

to the aftermath of the Civil War were the Dickens and McNair families. The area was becoming 

populated with people seeking land for agricultural purposes. The end of the Civil War brought 

changes to the surrounding area.  

The agriculture and raising livestock: 

Ranching would undergo changes from the year 1865 to the 1870s as it did all over 

Texas. The open range still existed in the 1860s and neighbors worked together to round up 

drifting cattle into herds to move to Kansas for market. The average herd was about 2500 head 

and was driven by a group of the neighbors or a trail drive group. The cost of such a group to 

drive the herd north was about $1,500 and would take about three months. Most of the local 

ranchers sold their cattle to buyers going to Kansas. Otto Fischer once sold a large herd in this 

way. The buyer paid one dollar per head as a down-payment and the remainder upon final sale. 

Due to stampedes, rustlers, Indians and trail losses, however, he only made one dollar per head. 

Hermann once sent six hundred head north with a buyer paying a down-payment of one hundred 

dollars. The buyer returned with the sad tale of Indians stealing the entire herd. Later this 



cowboy buyer became a preacher. Hermann felt that he was the first man to give six hundred 

cows to convert a cowboy into a preacher.  A man named George Kendall of Kendall Valley, six 

miles from New Braunfels introduced Merino sheep to the region. The Fischer brothers and other 

ranchers eventually began to raise sheep in addition to the cattle. The days of the free range 

disappeared as the land was fenced and better breeds of cattle were introduced. 

The community is named: 

The settlement on the banks of Lake Creek by the Fischer brothers eventually led to the 

establishment of a general store that gave the region or community the name Fischer’s Store. 

Hermann Fischer farmed, ranched and then decided to use his formal training to open a 

mercantile business in 1866. The name was made official with the addition of a U.S. Post Office 

in 1876, but the original application for the post office was in the name Fischerdale on March 30, 

1875. When and where did the name Fischerdale originate from? The U.S. Postal Department 

declined the application for Fischerdale but did approve the next application for Fischer’s Store 

on March 17, 1876.  The community became Fischer’s Store. 

The Agricultural Society of Fischerdale: 

The Agricultural Society began in 1875 

according to a history written in the society’s journal for 

the public. The information is without sources or an 

author’s name but vintage bar tokens do exist that 

support that date as they are stamped “The Agricultural 

Society of Fischerdale, Comal County”. It seems 

reasonable, therefore, to conclude that the Agricultural 

Society began in 1875, the same year the U.S. Postal 

Department rejected the application for a post office 

named Fischerdale. 

The date that the society’s name was changed from Agricultural Society of Fischerdale to 

the Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store is unknown but it most likely occurred after name 

changes by the U.S. Postal Department. The existing ledger of official minutes for the society 

only begins in June 1897 and the name was established earlier.  

 

 



The purpose from the bylaws:    

“It is the purpose of the society to promote agriculture and animal husbandry as far as possible 

under the local conditions, and to get the members and their families from the area acquainted 

through social events taking place every so often.”  

The purpose of the Agricultural Society was in part to act as a cooperative or association 

for the farme’s and rancher’s betterment. The society was not a Grange like other cooperatives in 

Texas. For example, the members collectively combined purchasing power for better prices on 

feed. They also traded their excesses, like hay, to other members in need of the same. Perhaps, 

the best advantage was the combined knowledge the group had to offer benefitting the new or 

younger farmer or rancher. 

The local farmers and ranchers helped each other at harvest time as written in Fritz 

Schlameus’s diary on Monday, July 12th 1880: “I and Paul helped with thrashing at Frerichs.” 

The need for a cooperative effort in the agricultural endeavor led to the formation of the 

Agricultural Society but the group had no permanent location to meet. The society met at various 

members’ homesteads and on occasions the meetings were followed by a barn or open-air dance.  

Early society problems: 

 The Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store’s second purpose was to provide social 

gatherings for the members’ families, generally in the form of dances. It was at these dances that 

problems arose and resulted in temporary disbandment of the organization. It probably was not 

just members and their families in attendance that caused the problems. Regardless, occasionally 

the mixture of alcohol and the ability for anyone to carry a firearm, resulted in tragedies. This 

could perhaps be the reason that no early minutes for the society exists before June of 1897. 

The first but sadly not the last episode of violence happened during a dance when 

someone fired a pistol killing a fiddle player named John Schiwitz. The Schiwitz death was the 

result of a stray bullet he received during an altercation between other attendees. The John 

Schiwitz shooting took place in approximately March of 1877, based upon the birth date of his 

son in November 26, 1877. This violent event during the early years of the society would cause it 

to cease operations for an unknown period of time. At a later date, the society re-organized with 

its members hosting the meetings followed by a large picnic and dancing until dawn.  

Bad luck again caused the dissolving of the society when another shooting occurred on 

November 20, 1892. A man named Jim Milam was shot during a ball held at the Andreas Kuhn 



place. The survival of Mr. Milam was not confirmed but the gunshot believed to have been fatal 

as noted in a letter from Hermann Fischer Jr. to his father. (It is important to note that the 

Andreas Kuhn home was a few miles from Fischer’s Store on the Cranes Mill Road but some 

have incorrectly written that a feud had existed between the communities of Cranes Mill and 

Fischer’s Store.) 

The possible solution to these tragic occurrences was for the Agricultural Society to have 

a permanent home where they could hope to manage a secure and controlled environment.  

The Agricultural Society did have a positive effect on the community's growth both by 

providing a means of mutual beneficial cooperation among ranchers or farmers and enabling a 

hard-working community an opportunity for entertainment despite the tragedies. 

Otto Fischer (photo to the left) 1831-1904:  

Otto Fischer, after originally settling with his 

brother Hermann and family, built a new log home owned 

jointly with his brother on one corner of JF Johnson 123. 

He married Adolphine Schlameus on May 12, 1871. He was 

known as “Stock Fischer” because he pursued agriculture 

the remainder of his life raising horses, cattle and sheep. He 

purchased adjacent land that was Texas Script issued to the 

GWT&P RR. The purchase allowed him to begin his ranch 

with 640 acres and eventually he owned in excess of 2000 

acres. He sold Hermann 149 acres of their joint interest 

claim for the J.F. Johnson 123. Hermann likewise conveyed 

to Otto his portion of the balance of J. F. Johnson 123. It would be on this smaller portion of J.F. 

Johnson 123 where Otto built his home for his future family.  

Otto Fischer’s livelihood was devoted to the raising of livestock, therefore, it is easy to 

understand his interest in the Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store. He showed his commitment 

by providing a portion of that J. F. Johnson tract he held for a home to the society. Otto gave the 

society a deed to that piece of land in 1897. The society was not yet a registered entity with the 

state, had no way to file the deed, and therefore the deed was kept by the treasurer in 

safekeeping. Otto’s gift provided the Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store the means to grow 



and prosper. Additionally, the society would be better able to avoid tragic occurrences that had 

plagued their dances in the past. 

Fischer Hall 1897: 

The Agricultural Society built a dance hall or Fischer Hall for various social functions. It 

is unfortunate that no minutes for the society can be located prior to July of 1897. The minutes 

were written in German and the meetings were also conducted in German. The first entry on 

page seven of the existing minutes state, “The cleanup of the hall by us was given to B. (Bruno) 

Burkhardt,” as recorded just prior to the July 11, 1897 meeting.  

In 1908, a new hall was built and is the current hall still standing.  Unfortunately, the 

minutes or other firsthand sources do not exist pertaining to the builder’s identity regarding the 

hall. The traditional story attributes the building of the hall to a handicapped carpenter named 

Kloepper from New Braunfels with the help of the 

society members. The current photos to the left 

and below show the dance hall exterior and 

interior. The lumber was purchased at Henne 

Lumber Company in New Braunfels and the 

company name stamped on the siding can be seen 

from inside the hall. A saw mill existed on the 

Guadalupe River to the south and some lumber 

may have been also found locally. The posts for the large cedar foundation came from the area. 

The hall was built utilizing a lamination of pine 

curved into arches to vault the ceiling, similar to other 

dance halls 

in Comal 

and 

neighborin

g counties. 

The arches had periodic wood stringers that ran 

perpendicular to the arches to which the metal 

roofing material was attached. The lamination of two 

flat boards required soaking them in water to make them pliable and easy to bend into an arch. 



The unique arches were fabricated on the ground having pre-built blocks placed between the two 

laminated courses. The blocks required precise angles and the curvature required that each were 

matched up to the laminations. Otto Fischer’s younger sons Waldemar and Rudolf were asked to 

climb on top of the walls to pin the arch in position as they were raised into place to support the 

roof of the hall. 

 

The photo above is Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store members. 

The first events taking place in Fischer Hall were recorded in the year 1897 as previously 

mentioned. The first was the 4th of July Ball, and Guenther’s Band from Sattler provided the 

music. The photo on the left is the Guenther 

Band. The same band provided the music 

for a dance on Oct. 2, 1897. A Costume Ball 

was held on Feb. 2, 1898, but the name of 

the band was not recorded in the minutes. 

The next year an Easter Ball was held in 

1898 and the Bird’s Band was hired to 

perform. The Guenther Band was again 

hired for the May Festival Ball on May 28, 



1898.  

In the early days of Fischer Hall, the society was having frequent dances with bands from 

neighboring communities.  During this time, there were no incidents that occurred similar to 

those that plagued the earlier organization. 

The Fischer community also had the Fischer Store Orchestra to entertain local folks, as 

well as the visitors from the region.  

A few of the local musicians were Arnold B. Fischer, Waldemar Otto Fischer,   

Weichmann and Hugo Wunderlich. Alma Fischer would accompany the band on the piano on 

the dance hall’s stage. The photo above is the Fischer Store Orchestra. These bands would 

provide the traditional German waltzes and polkas. The bands and the music would change in the 

years to come.   

The death of a deputy:  

The last act of violence known to happen at a society dance occurred on 

March 10, 1917. A Comal County Sheriff Deputy attempted to arrest George 

Burkhart for questioning regarding a watch taken in a recent burglary.  The man 

produced a gun he had hidden in his boot and proceeded to shoot and kill the 

deputy. It was a tragic irony, as the deputy was Alfred Otto Fischer, photo right, 

the eldest living son of Otto and Adolphine Fischer who had donated the land to 



the society.  

A Play: 

The hall served as a community location for weddings, school functions, socials, masked 

balls or dances and even a community theatrical 

production of “Always in Trouble”. Several of the 

younger adults of the community displayed their 

thespian talents for the local crowd in 1923. A 

dance followed the play and the music was 

provided by a community band from York Creek in 

Hays County.  

Future Entertainment: 

The Dance Hall's entertainment progressed 

as tastes changed and new bands would find the 

stage at Fischer Hall an inviting home even during 

the Great Depression. The hall would host various 

bands in the mid to late 1930s such as Tom Dickey, 

Adolph Hofner, the Herman Voight Band, the 

Southern Serenades and the 8 Premiers. Adolph 

Hofner said he got his start in entertaining at 

Fischer Hall.  

In the 1940s and 1950s, Adolph Hofner and the Texans would continue to provide the 

entertainment for the still nights of the Fischer Store Community. The photo to the left is Adolph 

Hofner and the Texans used in this narrative 

courtesy of the Arhoolie Foundation 

www.arhoolie.org.  They played Texas Swing 

with a bit of German Czech music rolled 

together. The sounds of this group was heard 

many times due to their popularity. Another 

popular band was Tom Dickey’s Show Boys 

that Hofner recorded with earlier. A few of the 

other bands that performed during the 1940s 

http://www.arhoolie.org/


and 1950s were the Texas Pioneers, the Tune Wranglers, the Friesenhahn Band, the Texas 

Tumbleweeds, the Pehls, and from Fredericksburg, the Lone Star Band. Bob Wills’, the King of 

Texas Swing, music filled the air in the Fischer Community. It uplifted the spirit of all who listen 

during those troubled times after World War II, “Ah Ha!”  

The society accepted help from a New Deal Program called the National Youth 

Administration or NYA in September of 1940 to paint the hall, work on the underpinning, and 

build a new bar. The NYA were in the area due to a fire that had destroyed the original Fischer 

Store School. The NYA built the current school house and aided the Agricultural Society with 

the work on the dance hall. The Dance Hall would reflect good times and bad as did agriculture 

in the next decades. 

In January 1970, a motion to have the roof of Fischer Hall painted was defeated. The 

society even had building committee members at the 1970 annual membership meeting propose 

the demolition of the hall as opposed to the costs of continual repairs.  The members Moe 

Schwab, Orville Heitkamp and Ren Dee were suggesting an alternative to the membership facing 

the large expenses of repairing the hall. The discussion during the meeting was heated but 

happily no shooting occurred. The decision was put off until the 1971 annual meeting and 

another heated discussion arose resulting in the retraction of the motion to demolish the hall and 

again no shooting! In addition to the Agricultural Society using the hall only for monthly 

member events, it was decided to allow a few event rentals. The hall could be rented for family 

reunions, weddings and still the occasional dance, to help pay for upkeep. The hall still needed 

painting and tender loving care. 

The salvation of the hall occurred when a Texas Crossover artist decided that Hollywood 

should use the hall for the movie Honeysuckle Rose in 1978.  Willie Nelson starred in the movie 

and the population of sleepy Fischer grew for about one month during the filming although the 

hall was shown for only a few minutes during the movie. No one minded the intrusion as Willie 

entertained everyone daily after the filming was over. Slim Pickens, Amy Irvin, Diane Cannon 

and Mickey Rooney Jr. also appeared in the movie.   

The publicity from the movie helped the community and the dance hall. Today it is in 

better condition than in years past and no one has been shot at a Fischer Hall function in recent 

years. The hall was also used as a backdrop for commercials and still hosts the occasional dance 

or wedding. The Fischer Hall provides the shelter for the Fischer-Schlameus family reunion each 



year and the 50th Annual Reunion in 2003 had 180 attendees. The Fischer Agriculture Society 

replaced the roof on Fischer Hall in 2015. 

A Bowling Alley 1897:  

The board meeting of August 8, 1897, commissioned J. Lueders and F. 

Frerichs to prepare a cost calculation for a bowling alley for the next society 

meeting. On Sept. 5, 1897, John Lueders reported that the cost to build the 

bowling alley was $200. Julius Schlameus made the motion to build the 

bowling alley and the motion carried. The photo to the left is of John Lueders 

in 1916.   Otto Fischer requested the society chairman appoint a committee for the detailed cost 

calculation. The report was given that the total cost for the bowling alley, including pins and 

balls was $215. John Lueders submitted a bid to build the alley for the set price and no other bid 

was lower. The date for completion was set for November 7, 1897. A final motion regarding the 

cost of constructing the Bowling Alley was made by Ernst Weichmann to buy no more than eight 

nor less than six bowling balls.  

The answer to how the society paid for these capital improvements was disclosed in the 

September 19, 1897 minutes regarding the building of the bowling alley in a motion by H.  

Linnartz: 

“The treasurer was charged to sell 20 bonds each for $10 to acquire the necessary monies. 

These bonds will bring 7 1/2% interest was counted from the day they were written out until the 

day when the treasurer declares that the money is ready to be delivered.” In addition, the order of 

issue and therefore payment or retirement of the issued bonds was to be in a random drawing. It 

would be easy to conclude that a similar method was utilized by the society to finance the 

construction of Fischer Hall. 

The game played by this league was “Nine-Pin Bowling”. The members or bowlers 

would roll wooden balls at eight pins set in a diamond. The eight pins surrounded the ninth pin 

or king pin being the number 5 pin. The game was team bowling and 12 points or a strike was 

given for all pins knocked down except the large king pin. If the team knocked down all pins, 

nine points were awarded. If the team scored nine or 12 points or all of the team members had 

rolled twice with no score, the pins were reset. 



 

The earliest photos of the Bowling Alley shown above and below seem to be the back left 

corner view of the building. 

In 1897, the Fischer Store Bowling Club 

building was built adjacent to Fischer Hall. It 

was an open-air, single-lane bowling alley that 

utilized manual pin setting as it still does today. 

Nine-pin was the primary game played at these 

small clubs which were numerous in Comal 

County and other local counties with citizens of 

German descent.  

The alley today still employs society 

members’ children as pinsetters as it did in the 

early years.  

 

1938: 

The open-air alley would eventually be sheathed in corrugated metal as seen in the next 

photo dated 1938. The photo is displayed in the bowling alley today and has a notation that it had 

two lanes.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of the bowling alley from 1938. 

The Bowling Alley today: 

The single-lane bowling alley 

was remodeled with two lanes but still 

was open-air with a wood-burning 

barrel for heat. The bowling league 

and society purchased old lanes from 

other alleys in the area to hopefully 

expand the number of lanes in the 

future. 

The photo to the left is a view 

of the front of the Bowling Club.  

In 1963, with discussion lasting several meetings, it was decided to enlarge the alley to 

four lanes. The construction costs were not to exceed $12,000. The builders of the alley were 

paid an hourly wage and member Howard Weidner was chosen to be the builder. Finally, the 

alley would be air-conditioned courtesy of a partial loan from member W.O. Fischer in 1964.  



Today, the Fischer Bowling Club is a modern four-lane alley with all the comforts. It 

houses a large bar, 

kitchen and storage 

area as well as an all-

weather enclosure at 

the entrance. The 

only battles or shoot-

outs that occur today 

are between opposing nine-pin teams.  The photo above is a current view of the alley. 

Other past events or social functions: 

Fischer Store Fair Association: 

The Fischer Store Fair Association was another sub-organization of the Agricultural 

Society for the benefit of the members and the community. Little is recorded as to the type of 

events or attractions that were part of the fair held on the society’s grounds and the fair 

association is no longer active. 

A rodeo: 

The Agricultural Society leased the field across Fischer Store Road from the hall and 

alley belonging to descendants of Otto Fischer.  They built an arena and pens for annual rodeos 

which were usually held in conjunction with a barbecue and dance at the hall. The rodeos were 

well liked. It is probable that attendees got to see Bill Fischer on his horse, Cisco, in the calf 

roping event.  The rodeo continued until the 1940s and today the area is simply a field again.  

Barbecues, an oyster fry and ice cream socials: 

Barbeques were held annually and must have been well attended. In 1938, it was noted 

that the beef barbeque prepared was 1400 pounds, on the hoof.  The cooks had to slaughter and 

butcher the beef before cooking it overnight on open pits that they 

built. The cooks camped out to tend the main course. The primary 

reason for the fresh-killed beef was the lack of refrigeration.  The 

order for beef in 1970 was 500 pounds but it was boneless beef due 

to the availability of refrigeration.  

The society held an oyster fry in the fall served with crackers for club members only.  

Eddie Fischer was generally listed as the cook in the 1940s.  



One other favorite event for members was the ice cream social. 

So, what happened to the deed? 

It would seem that after all the construction and money spent that someone would have 

realized the deed had not been filed. The only information available was recorded in the minutes 

from September 7, 1897, that the treasurer had it for safekeeping. The issue that previously kept 

the society from filing the deed had been remedied in May of 1938, when the Fischer’s Store 

Agricultural Society received its charter of incorporation from the State of Texas.  

 In the minutes from September 2, 1962, it was recorded that the president, Elmo Jonas, 

reported that he had a deed drawn up and had it filed as the 1897 deed had not been found. The 

ownership of the entire Otto Fischer Ranch had changed in September 29, 1942, when it was 

partitioned by the surviving heirs, Rudolf and Waldemar Fischer. Regardless, Rudolph Fischer 

signed the deed for the Agricultural Society which was filed August 9, 1962. Later, a deed of 

correction needed to be filed requiring the signatures of Rudolf and W.O. Fischer as well as their 

respective wives.  This was completed on May 28, 1963. 

Significance:  

 The purpose of the formation of the Agricultural Society of Fischer’s Store was to 

provide for the needs of a small rural community. The community it served began due to a 

mercantile store and post office. The economy of the area was agrarian based on small farms and 

livestock breeding. The Agricultural Society provided the collective expertise to all members of 

the society, therefore, the farmers or ranchers were better able to maximize their profits from 

their endeavors. Members need not travel far to obtain the help they needed with their livelihood. 

 The members of the society and community needed a permanent home for meeting, 

socializing and entertainment. The land was provided by Otto Fischer and a dance hall and 

bowling alley were built. The entertainment for the member’s entire family was provided by 

dances, bowling, barbeques, a fair, rodeos, the oyster fry and ice cream socials.  

The longest lasting effect of the society was to bring this area together as a community 

through the various recreational activities it provided. 

 The agricultural aspect of the organization has changed as did agriculture in general, 

however, the nine-pin bowling continues as well as the dances and various events held at the 

Fischer Hall. 



  The Agricultural Society of Fischer is 140 years old and the Fischer Hall is 118 years 

old. The bowling alley has been a part of the society for 118 years also. The occasional 

barbecues still occur but the fair, rodeo, oyster fry and ice cream social are history. 

 There are approximately 450 current members in the society.  Originally the society was 

only men but now has both men and women as members. 

  

Google map of the northwestern corner of Comal County with the Fischer Dance Hall and 

Bowling Alley property noted.  Below is a close-up of the property in relation to Fischer Store 

Road. 

 



 

“In Memory of Charlene Fischer” 

Written by Bryan Weidner 2015. Contributing Editors were Charlene Fischer, Jeri Porter, Sandra 

Zlatkovich, Terry Fischer and Myra Lee Adams Goff.  The translation of minutes from German 

to English was by Ingrid Lingle. Photos were provided by Bryan Weidner from the extensive 

Arnold B. Fischer Collections. The image of Adolph Hofner and the Texans is courtesy of and 

under license from the Arhoolie Foundation at www.Arhoolie.org. 

 

 


