
1902 Fischer Store  

Context:  

The 1902 Fischer Store is located at 4040 FM 484, Fischer, Comal County, Texas.  It is 

the third structure to serve as the mercantile establishment with that name originally started by 

Hermann Fischer Sr. in 1866. He and his brother, Otto, settled the northern part of Comal County 

in 1853. They both had their part in developing this area of Texas and building the community 

today called Fischer, Texas. The first map below shows the location of Fischer with the second 

map showing a close-up of the 1902 store location and property lines.        

                        

                        

It was this business that first gave the identity to a place where others could settle. The 

post office, originally called Fischer’s Store located within the business, gave a name to the 

location and the community.  

1902 Fischer Store 

at 4040 FM 484, 

Fischer, Texas 



The 1902 building is the last structure used for the Fischer Store and post office. It is an 

excellent example of an original turn-of-the-century general store. The business has been in the 

same family for four generations and the current structure has been operated by three generations 

of Fischers.  

The structure is 113 years old and maintains its appearance from when it was constructed.  

It is an exemplary model of preservation and has a significant history as a general mercantile for 

the inhabitants of this portion of Comal County.  The structure still serves as a store and also a 

museum with displays of merchandise and family memorabilia, with some items dating from the 

mid-1800s. 

The Fischer Store community has evolved but still retains the quaint charm from when 

the community was founded. It is currently in the process of becoming part of the Fischer 

Historic District, the second National Registered Historic District in Comal County. 

Overview: 

The Texas descendants of Hermann and Otto Fischer can trace their ancestry back to the 

city of Barmen in the principality of Burg an Der Wupper (on the Wupper River).  The city of 

Barmen is located in the Wuppertal valley where a Fischer had served as a Burgermeister or 

councilman in the village for 150 years. The last of the Fischers to serve as a Burgermeister was 

Johann Arnold Fischer. The Fischer family in Europe had its faith centered both in the 

Evangelical Lutheran and Catholic teaching. Johann Arnold Fischer and his brother, Wilhelm 

Fischer, formed a partnership to buy a banking house in Barmen. Johann Arnold then married 

Wilhelmine Albertine Kuhstoss in 1823.  To this union were born five children: Otto Arnold, 

Johann Albert, Hermann, Albertine and Otto. The first son, Otto Arnold, died the same year of 

his birth in 1824.  Johann Arnold died in 1834 and Wilhelmine Albertine died in 1839 leaving 

their four surviving children to be raised by Aunt Amalia. Amalia was the children’s mother’s 

sister and was the wife of Jacob Hammes. The boys were placed into boarding school and later 

the eldest, Johann Albert, served a year in the Prussian Military. In 1845, he immigrated to New 

York, NY and became a partner in an import firm named Fischer and Bredt. 

Third son, Hermann, finished his schooling in Barmen and continued his education while 

later living in Koln (Cologne), Germany. He had been given the choice of serving in the Prussian 

Military or a job in the family bank, both of which he did not find appealing. A letter to his sister 



Albertine in 1848 expressed his plans to go to America the following spring, “You’ll understand 

my plan to leave when we discuss the circumstances and conditions in America; most people 

think it a good idea.”  The photo below of Hermann Fischer is from the Arnold B. Fischer 

Collections. 

The actual date that Hermann Fischer arrived in 

Texas is unknown due to the loss of passenger records in 

the hurricane that devastated Galveston in 1900. Hermann 

obtained his release from Prussian Military service to 

immigrate to North America in January 1849.  He planned 

for departing in the spring of 1849 and arrived in Texas in 

approximately May of the same year. He settled with 

Hermann Koenemann and Amalia Heine in Guadalupe 

County. They jointly purchased a 75-acre tract of land near 

Seguin, Texas, along Geronimo Creek on June 25, 1849. 

 Albertine and Otto Fischer were still in Germany 

and living with their Aunt Fanny Keller while Otto finished 

school. Albertine married Otto Hohrath on March 25, 1851, and had six children while living in 

Wiesbaden, Germany. Otto joined his brother Hermann in Texas in 1852, immigrating with the 

family of Adolph Schlameus. No records exist to suggest that either Hermann or Otto Fischer 

had signed up as members in the Adelsverein which founded New Braunfels, Texas.  It had 

begun to fail by 1847. 

The land they originally farmed was along Geronimo Creek, a tributary of the Guadalupe 

River and in the sandy loam soil of the southeastern part of Guadalupe County. The 1850 U.S. 

Census for Guadalupe County showed residents for house number 39 being Hermann Fischer, 

Hermann Koenemann and Amalia Heine. (For the record, “Amalia” is mentioned many times in 

family documentation, although her relationship to the two brothers is unknown.)  Hermann 

Fischer and Hermann Koenemann sold their farm in 1850 to Otto Wuppermann, a neighbor both 

there and previously in Germany. Hermann also bought a second farm of 52 acres near Seguin, 

along Geronimo Creek and an additional 100 acres of post oak land nearby along Mill Creek.  

Hermann, Otto and Amalia were reunited in Guadalupe County where Otto purchased 

100 acres also near Seguin on Geronimo Creek sometime after his arrival in Guadalupe County. 



The Fischer brothers would live and farm their property near Seguin until the fall of 1853. It is 

not known if they were good farmers, but the land near Seguin was suitable for farming. 

Regardless, on October 19, 1853, the Fischers jointly purchased a headright for 160 acres from a 

larger certificate issued to James F. Johnson in 1838 in Comal County that was owned by James 

P. Hector. 

Hermann and Otto Fischer selected land in a valley in northern Comal County along Lake 

Creek by use of the headright certificate they had purchased. The claim was on a survey by the 

State of Texas called Paisley Survey which was unclaimed land at that time. 

 The survey for J.F. Johnson 123 was made in November 1853, and the filing of the 

Fischers’ claim would be made in Austin on January 3, 1854. A deed or certificate was signed by 

Governor E.M. Pease on July 20, 1854, and would finally be filed in Comal County on October 

25, 1854. 

Hermann, Otto and Amalia had begun a new life on the banks of Lake Creek with the 

construction of the first room of their log cabin for living quarters which would be expanded to a 

two-room cabin with a center 

dog trot. The photo of the cabin 

to the left is from the Arnold B. 

Fischer Collections.  The new 

life was not farming as they had 

experienced in Guadalupe 

County, but livestock ranching 

as noted by their joint brand and 

marks recorded in Comal 

County Marks and Brands, Book A, p. 622 on January 9, 1854. Hermann, Otto and Amalia were 

the earliest settlers in this portion of Comal County without a neighbor for approximately fifteen 

miles in any direction in 1853.  

 Hermann would marry Anna Lindemann on December 23, 1855.  Her family had lived 

in Guadalupe County since arriving in 1846. Anna later gave birth to a son, John Otto in 1857 

and a daughter, Emma, in 1858. Hermann’s family, with his brother Otto and Amalia, would 

continue life in the log cabin they had built. They raised cattle, horses and sheep besides various 



subsistent crops needed for consumption. The availability of game for hunting provided meat for 

the table. 

The Civil War came and both Hermann and Otto appear on Comal County muster rolls 

even though Hermann chose to emigrate and avoid military service in Germany. On August 18, 

1862, Hermann took the oath of office after being elected the Justice of the Peace for Precinct 8 

of Comal County. He would repeat this role being sworn in for a second term on August 16, 

1864. The service as a public official kept Hermann’s military experiences limited to non-active 

duty. Otto was raising horses which were needed for the southern cause. 

The close of the Civil War would see growth to the region that Hermann and Otto had 

claimed for their home, as other settlers moved into the area. The names of Pantermuehl, 

Linnartz, Kuhn, Spangenburg, Schlameus and Kaderli were but a few. Displaced southern 

families, such as the James Dickens family, would migrate west to the area. In 1866, Hermann 

decided to open a store in the end of the log cabin opposite the living quarters. 

The First Store: 

The claiming of 160 acres known as J.F. Johnson 123 in unsettled northern Comal 

County and the opening of a store gave purpose in the migration of other settlers to the area now 

known as Fischer’s Store. The 1870 store ledger is record of the previous statement showing 

accounts for 158 customers and neighbors. The room in the log cabin was shrinking as Hermann 

and Anna Fischer had added two more sons to the family with Hermann Jr. in 1866 and Max 

Wilhelm or Willie in 1868. The dog trot was closed in for additional floor space for the store. 

Thus, the cabin was home to the store, Hermann, Anna, Otto, Amalia and four children but not 

for long. 

Otto Marries and Has a Family: 

Otto Fischer and Amalia moved out to another log cabin built by Otto by 1870. Otto then 

married Aldophine Schlameus, the daughter of Adolph and Marie Schlameus, on May 12, 1871. 

Amalia was boarded with a nearby family named Spangenburg but she soon died and was buried 

in their family cemetery. Otto by this time was nicknamed “Stock Fischer” due to his cattle 

ranching and horse breeding endeavors. Of course, his brother Hermann was called “Store 

Fischer” for the obvious reason. Otto would expand the log cabin into a story and a half home for 

Aldophine and eventually she would bear him four sons: Alfred Otto, Otto Adolph, Waldemar 



Otto and Rudolph Otto Fischer. However, Otto would soon place his personal mark on building 

this community. The home Otto built was on only 11 acres of the land he and Hermann had 

claimed in 1853 as he would deed back 149 acres to Hermann on December 13, 1877. However, 

according to family stories, Otto at one time or another would have owned approximately four to 

five thousand acres of ranch land to raise cattle, sheep and horses. He sold many acres to the new 

neighbors in the area. 

The community grew and with families came children in need of education. The family 

says that Otto taught school. A school at Potters Creek was soon opened for all the Fischer’s 

Store children to attend. In 1886, Otto gave 30 acres to build the Fischer Store Community 

School and for the Fischer Cemetery which opened 1889. Thus, the neighborhood children all 

had a nearby place to go to school. The friends, neighbors and family members would also have 

a final resting place in the cemetery. 

The Fischer Store Agricultural Society formed in 1875 and held social dances at various 

neighbor’s or member’s properties. It proved not to be the best venue for the association to 

prosper and grow. Otto or “Stock Fischer” as a rancher had an interest in seeing the organization 

grow, so he offered a place for the organization to call home. By 1897, the Fischer Agricultural 

Society built a large dance hall and by November of the same year, a nine-pin bowling alley was 

built. 

The Second Store: 

The overcrowded conditions of the log cabin may have been the primary reason to build a 

new and larger store in the 1870’s but most likely it was due to the growth in population in the 

area. The new store would be a board and batten structure 30 x75 feet in size. The new Fischer’s 

Store would also have a saloon. Hermann was trying to meet the demands of customers when he 

applied for a US Post Office station in 1875, in the name of Fischerdale, but was declined. 

Finally, on March 1, 1876, a post office was approved as “Fischer’s Store” and Hermann Fischer 

Sr. was appointed its first postmaster. The post office was almost short lived when a US Postal 

Service Inspector arrived and objected to the saloon operating in the same building. Hermann 

said he made money in the saloon but nothing with the post office and it could be removed or the 

inspector could have a drink on the house. The inspector had his drink and left and the new post 

office remained, to be run by five consecutive Fischers serving as postmaster over the years. 



Hermann built Anna a new house and the old log cabin became a warehouse for the business as it 

grew. 

The store Hermann Fischer began in 1866 had given settlers a reason to locate to the 

northern part of Comal County. The Fischer’s Store Post Office had given the destination the 

name Fischer’s Store, Texas, a place to call home. 

Hermann’s business prospered and grew and the last two sons, Hermann, Jr. and Willie 

hauled freight, clerked in the store or tended to the ranch. Hermann Fischer Sr. passed away on 

November 20, 1893. Hermann Fischer Jr. was appointed postmaster and the job was made 

permanent on February 14, 1894. He would be the last Fischer Store Postmaster dealing with the 

saloon in the same building. The post office name was changed from Fischer’s to Fischer Store, 

Texas at the same time as the appointment. 

Mrs. Hermann Fischer Sr., Anna, sold the estate of her husband to the two sons Hermann 

Jr. and Willie for $8,800 dollars on January 1, 1895, and was filed on October 20, 1896. 

The 1902 Fischer Store: 

Hermann Jr. and Willie took over the business after Hermann Sr.’s death.  The early 

1900s saw the most commercial growth in the community. A grist mill, grain elevator, two large 

warehouses were built by the brothers and they partnered with Ernst Weichmann to build and 

operate a cotton gin in 1900. 

The roads were better than from the days of using sure-footed oxen to haul the freight 

wagons. They had continued to utilize mules for freighting but about 1898 some men suggested 

they could haul their freight utilizing a steam traction tractor. The Fischer brothers let them try it, 

and while it was a good idea, eventually the tractor got stuck in a mud hole. 

In 1902, the Fischer brothers built a modern and larger store measuring 24’x 90’. Finally, 

the US Postal Service could be happy as the saloon would be the main business in the old store 

and the post office in the new building! Hermann Fischer Jr. was the postmaster, and became the 

only Fischer to perform that function in the two different structures. 

The new store did a good business and a customer could buy anything from shoes to John 

Deere equipment. Modern conveniences like a treadle sewing machine or toilet paper were sold 

in the new Fischer Store. The normal staples such as canned goods, shoes, suits and school books 



could be bought there too. The combined business during this time was claimed to be one of the 

largest inland mercantile businesses of its type, employing a total of sixteen clerks as well as 

employees used as freighters in the mill and grain elevator operations or in the gin operations. 

The automobile came into being and that innovation would create the need for the first 

gas pump in the business. The Fischers also modernized, having started hauling their freight with 

oxen, then mules, trying a steam traction tractor and eventually a truck. The mail evolved from 

being delivered by horseback to horse-drawn hack to automobile. 

Hermann Fischer Jr. died on July 13, 1931. Hermann’s brother Willie became the new 

postmaster on August 29, 1931. The store struggled during the Great Depression just as its 

customers were having their financial difficulties paying bills or their store account. The business 

had changed but Willie kept the store running until he sold his share of the business to his 

nephew Eddie Fischer on February 25, 1953. Eddie had become the Postmaster of Fischer Store, 

Texas on August 1, 1946. The US Postal Service changed the name to Fischer, Texas, on 

October 1, 1950. 

Eddie, the son of Hermann Fischer Jr., kept the store running as it had always been. The 

location helped create business. The automobiles had also brought better roads and eventually a 

state highway. People in large numbers began to be more mobile than in his grandfather’s time. 

Tourism became the new business and the gas pumps were more modern than the old single 

pump. In the late 1950s a reservoir was built southeast of Fischer that became Canyon Lake. 

Tourism rose and a selection of fishing tackle showed up in the store.  

Eddie Fischer passed away on December 1, 1979. His wife Gertrude had completed her 

husband’s term as postmaster while he was ill and was appointed the new postmaster on March 

29, 1975. Gertrude served in this role and retired on October 2, 1992 as the last Fischer family 

member to serve as postmaster.  Krin Byrd became the next Fischer, Texas, postmaster on 

January 9, 1993, and she would oversee the moving of the post office to a new building next 

door in 1995. The post office was out of the store and not operated by a Fischer Postmaster for 

the first time in 117 years. 

 Eddie and Gertrude Fischer had previously gifted all their real property to their children 

in 1979. The 1902 store became the property of Charlene U. Fischer on November 1, 1979. 



Today, Charlene operates the store as an antique and gift shop in a museum setting. A historical 

exhibit of the post office as well as the building itself makes up the museum. 

The 1902 Store Construction and Interior:  

The footing piers are juniper (mountain cedar) and are on four-foot centers on the exterior 

walls with a row of piers down the centerline of the structure on six-foot centers.  The sill beams 

are longleaf yellow pine and the windows are six-over-six “light” single-hung cypress sashes 

with 12”x16” wavy glass panes.  The floors are 1”x4” tongue-and-groove yellow pine and are 

“blind nailed” to the floor joists with no subfloor noted.  The interior walls are 1”x8” shiplap 

yellow pine with natural unstained finish and the ceiling boards are 1”x4” tongue-and-groove 

yellow pine “beaded” boards with natural unstained finish.  The structure was built on cedar 

posts but sheathed completely in galvanized, corrugated tin.  On the exterior and roof is 24-

gauge corrugated, galvanized tin.  It appears that there once was an additional window on the 

west side however a circa 1910 photo shows the window area sealed in and covered in tin. 

 In the interior, the walls are lined with custom built shelving.  Most of the wooden 

display cases are original and includes revolving bins with assorted nuts, bolts and screws.  The 

original post office equipment and post office boxes remain as well as the old telephone booth.  

There is an original safe, weight scale and wood burning stove.  The stove is not used for safety 

reasons and there is no air-conditioning except for open windows and doors.  Electric lights and 

ceiling fans have been added. 

Significance: 

 Hermann and Otto Fischer emigrated from Germany to Texas and later in 1853 with 

Amalia Heine, were successful in settling a remote part of Comal County.  Hermann was an 

entrepreneur, building a mercantile business with post office that established the community 

name.  The business that he began became the hub of a community when there was little 

civilization in the area. The settlers that followed could find the comfort of being able not just to 

purchase goods closer to home but also in the social fabric of an evolving new community.  

 In 1902, the current store was built by Hermann Sr.’s sons Hermann Jr. and Willie, 

ushering in a booming business that sold most necessities as well as farm equipment.  Over the 

next several years, the children and grandchildren would adapt the business to provide goods 



during the Great Depression as well as the automobile age ushering in the tourism industry.  It 

remained the social hub of the community. 

 Today, the remaining example of the mercantile and implement business is the 1902 

Fischer Store. It serves as a classic example in near pristine condition, inside and out, of an early 

twentieth century mercantile in a small agrarian rural community. It shows an example of hard 

working family members that have carved out an existence in the area for over 160 years.  They 

have cared for this building that provided their livelihood for the last 113 years. 

Although the community that the stores helped establish is smaller now than at the 

beginning, there is a population increase on bowling night. 

 

 

 

Written by Bryan Weidner 2015.  Contributing editors were Charlene Fischer, Jeri Porter, Sandra 

Zlatkovich, Terry Fischer and the Comal CHC. Many of the photos were provided by Bryan 

Weidner from the extensive Arnold B. Fischer Collections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Historic Photos of Fischer Store: 
 

 
One of the earliest known photos of the Fischer Store probably taken shortly after the store was 

built.  This is the east view.  Photo from the Arnold B. Fischer Collections. Circa 1910. 
 

 
East view taken in 1906.  Arnold B. Fischer Collections with Arnold B. Fischer on the steps. 
 

 



 
Early photo of the west view.  Charlene Fischer Collection. 
 

 
West view from circa 1970s.  Charlene Fischer Collection. 
 



 
South view from circa 1930s. Charlene Fischer Collection. 
 

 
West and south view taken circa 1910.  Arnold B. Fischer Collections. 
 

 
South and east view taken circa 1920-40.  Arnold B. Fischer Collections. 

 

 

 

 

 



Current 2015 Photos of Architectural Elements: 

 

  
Foundation 

  
Underside of the structure 

  
Hand hewn foundation posts                     Decorative roof trim 



   
Markings on the tin                        Window construction           Remnants of logo on east wall  
 

   
Back or east door closed                        Back or east door open                   Front or west door open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2015 Photo Collage of the Interior of the Building: 

 

                 
 

        
 

  
 



            
 

   
 

          



      
 

 

 


