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The New Braunfels Herald 

I. CONTEXT   
In downtown New Braunfels, Texas, the most valuable real estate is located around the Main 

Plaza, originally called the Marktplatz. Today, the Black Whale Pub is situated on one of these 

properties at 367 Main Plaza, New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas.  

The founder of New Braunfels, Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels, appointed Nicholas Zink to 

divide the town into lots to be distributed among the German settlers.  Besides laying out the 

plan for the streets, Zink set up several small plazas, to include a Main Plaza that became the 

center of town and remains so to this day.  One of those original lots around the Main Plaza was 

Lot #47.  It became the site of historically significant activities.  On this original ½ acre lot 

would be a house, saloons, a church, office supply store, and the first English newspaper in a 

community that had only a German newspaper for about 40 years.   

The story of Lot #47 shows a change over the years from a predominantly German culture to 

an assimilated American culture.  The business that is now located on the most southern end of 

the original lot is called "The Black Whale Pub."  In earlier times, there was a wooden building 

in the exact location and it housed a saloon called Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch Saloon ("Black 

Whale Saloon" in English.)  Later, the Herald, the newspaper printed in English, was housed in 

the wooden building from about 1896 to the end of 1907. 

In 1924, the small wooden building was moved from the lot and construction began on the 

present brick building which was to house the Herald.  The newspaper remained there for about 

20 years until it moved to another building on Castell Street.  From the period of 1944-45, other 

businesses occupied the building including Dean Office Supply followed by different restaurants.  

Now, one might say the Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch Saloon once again occupies the location, 
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although in a different structure and by its English name "Black Whale Pub."  The activities that 

took place at this location were indeed significant to the development of New Braunfels, Texas. 

II. OVERVIEW 

The founding of New Braunfels, Texas, is well documented.  During the 1800s, hundreds of 

German families left their homeland for a better life.  Those reasons varied: the oldest male 

inherited the family farmland, persistent crop failures (potato famine), economic and business 

opportunities that seemed brighter elsewhere, and religious freedom.  In 1845, one of the first 

German families to arrive at the Comal Springs, what is now New Braunfels, was the Nicolas 

(aka Nikolaus) Riedel family.  Nicolas and his wife, Magdalena, had two children Therese (age 

3) and Franz (age 1).  They arrived safely, but as with many families, safe arrival at their new 

Heimat (home or homeland) did not guarantee a long life or the fulfillment of their dreams.  

Within a few months of arriving, both Nicolas and Magadalena would become ill and die leaving 

their children orphaned.  Nicolas had not yet received the land that was promised him and other 

immigrants.  However, instead of his children being sent to the local Waisenhaus (orphanage), 

Nicolas' brother, Anton Riedel, was appointed as their guardian and, as such, protected the 

children's interests in the property.  The children would eventually receive rights to New 

Braunfels Town Lot #47, situated on the Marktplatz (Market Place or Square and later called 

Main Plaza).  Interestingly, the records apparently reflect that the Lot was granted to their father 

Nicolas, obviously in absentia, as an original immigrant in 1847, two years after his death.  The 

Town Lot was equivalent to a ½ Bavarian acre and because it was on the Marktplatz, it was 

regarded as a choice piece of real estate, particularly by today's standards.  Over time, this lot 

was bought, and sold by a number of individuals desiring to have a business in the heart of New 
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Braunfels.  The result was that eventually, Town Lot # 47 was physically divided into smaller 

lots, and buildings constructed.  

In 1857, Ferdinand Simon Sr. was awarded the contract to build a new courthouse.  It was to 

be on the corner of San Antonio Street and the south side of the Plaza, close to Town Lot # 47.  It 

is thought that Simon probably built a wood frame house on the south portion of the Town Lot 

#47 to be able to supervise the day-to-day long-term construction of the courthouse, just a few 

yards away.  The small wooden house was located on the same spot as the present day Black 

Whale Pub.  For many years afterwards, the house was often referred to as the Simon house or 

building.  There is some evidence that the building held several businesses over time with more 

than one small business operating from that building at the same time. 

In 1885, Carl Schumann took over a saloon with the unusual name Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch 

Saloon, its original location(s) is unknown.  In 1886, an announcement in the German language 

newspaper New Braunfels Zeitung indicated that Carl Schumann moved the Schwarzen 

Wallfisch Saloon to the Simon's house next to the jail.  Today we wonder why a saloon, which in 

English means Black Whale Saloon, would be here in the heart of Texas?  The name most likely 

came from one of many beer-drinking songs the fun-loving university students sang at pubs in 

Germany. The song was called Zum Schwarzen Walfisch zu Askalon (note variation in spelling of 

Walfisch vs. Wallfisch).  The song had been published in 1854, well in time for its popularity to 

reach German-speaking communities in the United States, such as New Braunfels.  It seems very 

likely, that there would have been sufficient popularity to use that name as a marketing tool for a 

saloon; after all, it was not unusual for the Germans to drink and sing.  The German men, who 

would frequent saloons, would have known or at least been aware of the song, whether as 
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members of a formal singing societies, or as informal singing groups that may frequent saloons.  

The saloon continued at the Simon house for a number of years. 

In May 1892, S.R. Whitley and his three sons began publishing a newspaper in English, called 

The New Braunfels Herald.  The paper, at least in the beginning, was owned by a stock company 

composed of ten businessmen.  This was an extraordinary landmark in the history of New 

Braunfels, as it was the first newspaper published entirely in English in New Braunfels.   

Previously, it must have become clear to the businessmen that New Braunfels could no longer 

prosper without an effective communication medium that would reach English-speaking 

entrepreneurs and the general public outside of New Braunfels.  In addition, by the 1880s there 

would have been a significant increase in the number of residents whose primary language was 

English, or who at least had a proficiency in English. 

Historically, this was quite significant.  While there were many newspapers in Texas 

published in English by this time, New Braunfels, compared to other Texas towns, was still very 

much dominated by German traditions and language.  The Herald then, reflected a significant 

demarcation of New Braunfels communicating in German only.  The following articles 

published in the Herald in quick succession immediately after it began in 1892 gives us a clue 

that communicating to the rest of the world about the business opportunities and the beauty that 

were to be found in New Braunfels must have been a very high priority: 

"If eastern manufacturers only knew half the facts of the great water power 

that is lying idle here at New Braunfels, and of the wonderfully rich and 

productive country with which we are surrounded, it would not be a month until 

they would be here by scores seeking investments here." 

That editorial was followed quickly in another issue with: 
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"Why is it that the San Marcos springs that form the San Marcos River have 

acquired such reputation and are known so extensively, when the Comal River, 

which is so far superior to the San Marcos in size, beauty and utility, is 

comparatively unknown? It is simply San Marcos has had newspapers that has 

advertised their town to the world and have portrayed the beauties of the springs, 

the water, the river, the mountains, the valleys, the climate, etc.  New Braunfels 

has had no paper tell its beauties except in a German paper, and of course none 

could read this but Germans, and this is the reason why New Braunfels has been 

outstripped by her much inferior neighbor to the northeast." 

It should also be noted that Whitley was one of the most experienced Editors in Texas. He 

was a noted publisher who most recently had been at Austin and was most assuredly sought out 

for his editorial and communication skills that would benefit New Braunfels economically. 

By 1896, the Herald was sold to E. M. DeAhna and it was moved from West San Antonio 

Street to the Main Plaza location into the wooden Simon building.  DeAhna's tenure was short, 

and in 1904, A.C. Coers, local teacher of, among other subjects, English and German, and who 

served as school board secretary, purchased the Herald.  Coers continued to publish the Herald 

in the small wooden building until the end of 1907, at which time he needed more space for a 

new press.  The Herald was moved around the corner from Main Plaza to a brick two-story 

building which afforded not only more workspace, but room to live in above the newspaper 

office for his wife and 3 children.  

In May 1909, the building began serving as a meeting place for the Christian Science Society.  

The story has been passed on that the prisoners in the county jail, which was next door, could be 
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heard singing the hymns along with the Christian Science members during their services.  The 

Christian Science Society continued to meet there until June 1924.   

In 1920, D.O. Bell, who with his son Edgar, owned and published the Schulenburg Sticker 

newspaper in Schulenburg, Texas, bought and began publishing the Herald.  In 1924, Bell 

bought the old Simon building on Main Plaza and had it removed with the purpose of having a 

new brick building constructed there just for the Herald.  The June 6, 1924 issue of the Herald 

indicated that the property had been sold, the Simon building moved, and there were plans to 

build a brick building 23 x 60 feet.  From all indications, the Herald building was completed as 

early as January or February 1925.  The construction was by A. C. Moeller, a well-regarded 

contractor during that period.  By 1928, the location began showing an address of 25 Main Plaza.  

Previously, the Herald and other listings in the directory tended to reflect only their telephone 

number.  The Herald building at the Main Plaza address continued to be the home for the Herald 

for approximately 20 years until it moved to nearby South Castell Street in 1944.   

In 1945, the Dean Office Supply Company was located there.  By this date, the location had 

an address in the telephone directory of 367 South Main Plaza.  In addition to the office supply 

business downstairs, for a while, there were rooms for rent upstairs.  At any one time, there were 

two or three young ladies who stayed there and interviews with them indicated that they 

thoroughly enjoyed their relatively short stay.  What more could be asked?  They had bedrooms 

that overlooked the Main Plaza; there was a movie theater next door, and cafés for food and 

drink nearby.  It was a time when few had cars for transportation and many people walked to 

their destination.  The Dean Office Supply Company remained at that address until about 1974.   
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By 1957, the German language in New Braunfels began to disappear and various merges 

resulted in different names for the combined newspapers, and by 1979, the current newspaper 

became known as the Herald-Zeitung. 

Between 1990 and 2007, there were a number of different businesses, primarily restaurants or 

cafés located in the building.  Then in 2002, the building was bought by Schwarzen Walfisch LP 

and it became the Black Whale Pub.  It took its name from the first saloon that had been in the 

location, but in a wooden frame building, Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch.  It seems a remarkable 

circumstance or coincidence of history that the new owner would reach back over 100 years for 

the name of the new Pub.   

In a sense, then both the Herald and the Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch Saloon had occupied the 

same location twice over the history of the site.  Both had been in the old wooden Simon house 

and after 1925, both had occupied the present brick structure initially referred to as the Herald 

building.   

III. HISTORICAL/CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:  

The Main Plaza was the center of town and had been the hub of activity since the founding of 

New Braunfels in 1845.  It was a natural location for a newspaper since all of the local news 

emanated from the heart of the town as well.  The lot on which the Herald building was located 

has had a long and interesting history.  Originally a part of Town Lot #47 that was deeded to the 

Nicolas Riedel family as part of the original German immigrants founding New Braunfels. A 

wooden house was built by Ferdinand Simon who had been contracted to build the first 

courthouse on the southern corner of Main Plaza and San Antonio Street.  One of the earliest 

businesses to later move into the Simon house was the Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch Saloon owned 

by Carl Schumann.  The Herald newspaper was later located in the wooden structure from about 
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1900 to 1907.  Various businesses followed, and by 1925, the Herald returned to the Main Plaza 

until 1944.  In 1945, Dean Office Supply located there for about 29 years and was followed by a 

number businesses, primarily cafés and restaurants.  In 2002, the Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch 

Saloon returned, albeit with its English name The Black Whale Pub. 

The Herald newspaper not only kept the citizens of New Braunfels and Comal County abreast 

of local, state, national, and world events, but by being published in English, meant the "outside" 

world began to learn of the beauty of the area and the business opportunities that were available 

in New Braunfels.  Whether to report the local news to the Herald, or to stop by to find out the 

latest news, it was a natural place to be located at the time because it was the hub of the city and 

also the county seat of Comal County.   

Of particular interest, however, is that the Herald and the Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch currently 

known as the Black Whale Pub, were both located in this exact historic locale.  What a 

coincidence that both were in the original wooden Simon house as well as the present brick 

building that the Black Whale Pub now has resided in for the past eight years.  The transition 

from the German to English language or figuratively from being a German to an American, was 

significant at the turn of the century.  In order to communicate with the “outside” world and 

compete in the business market, one had to adopt the English language. 

IV. DOCUMENTATION:   

Narrative prepared by John and Cindy Coers.  The historical request is by property owner, 

Donna Byrd, because of her interest in preserving and educating others about the historical 

significance of the site and building in which the Black Whale Pub and the New Braunfels 

Herald twice resided. 
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a. Related maps, photos, newspaper items, etc. – generally in chronological order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.  Location of the ORIGINAL TOWN LOT # 47 in 1845. 

Figure 2.  1871 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure used for 

OFFICE.  Courthouse is shown completed. Original 

Town Lot approximately in dotted box.   Figure 3.  1885 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure shown as a 

SALOON. (Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch).  Note Comal 

County prison next door. 
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Figure 4.  1891 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure shown as 

VACANT. Figure 5.  1896 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure shown as 

PRINTING  (The Herald). 

Figure 6.  1902 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure shown as 

PRINTING (The Herald).  NOTE:  Previous County 

Courthouse is now a General Store. 

Figure 7.  1907 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure shown as 

PRINTING –HAND PRESS (The Herald) 

Figure 8.  1912 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure shown as 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH. 

Figure 9.  1922 Sanborn map.  One story wood frame 

building, shown in solid red box.  Structure shown as 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE HALL. 



Page 11 of 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10. Newspaper ad – Zeitung, “The Black Whale, 

Lone Star Beer – Billiard and Pool,” Carl Schumann 

announcing to the public that, by popular request, he 

will be carrying Lone Star Beer only.  Source:  Neu 

Braunfelser Zeitung, May, 6, 1886.  

Figure 11. Undated wooden coins:  10 cents good for 

drink at the C.C. Schumann Saloon and 5 cents good at 

bar, Schwarze (sic) Wallfisch .   
Source:  Mildred Schumann 

Figure 12.  Undated photo, “Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch 

Saloon” on dark areas above the door. Windows of jail 

are to the right. Steps appear to be wooden in this 

photo.  Wallfisch. Source:  Mildred Schumann 

Figure 13.  Undated photo, larger version vaguely 

shows   “Charles Schumann Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch 

Saloon” on dark areas above the door Individuals are 

unidentified, but it is assumed one could be Carl 

Schumann. Gentleman on the right appears to be 

wearing a law enforcement badge.  Windows of jail are 

to the right. Steps appear to be concrete in this photo.  

Wallfisch. Source:  Mildred Schumann 
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Figure 14. 1892_05_10_NBHerald began publishing last 

Saturday. (i.e., this would have been Saturday May 7 

1892.).  The Galveston Daily News. (Galveston, Tex.), Vol. 

51, No. 47, Ed. 1 Tuesday, May 10, 1892, Newspaper, May 

10, 1892;  

Figure 15.  Undated post card looking south across the 

Plaza, showing the the Herald (enlarged) in the wooden 

building next to the jail and the old courthouse.  Photo 

probably taken from top of the “new” Courthouse built 

in 1898.  Old courthouse and jail still stand near the 

Herald. 

Figure 16.  Photo clearly  depicts the Herald when 

located in same lot but in wooden “Simon” building, 

super-imposed  on the newer structure it was located in 

from ca.1924-25 to 1944.  Source:  November 14, 1941 

50
th

 Anniversary issue of the Herald.   
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Figure 17.  Black Whale Pub, 367 Main Plaza, New 

Braunfels, TX,  June 2015. 

Main Plaza 

Figure 18.  Google Map View.   Black Whale Pub, 367 

Main Plaza, New Braunfels, TX,  June 2015. 

Figure 19.  This depicts the present-day location of 

the Black Whale Pub to the original Town Lot # 47 

granted to the Nicolas Simon family in 1847.  The 

portion, shown in red became the location of 

numerous businesses. 

Location of 
The New Braunfels Herald.  

ca. 1900 – 1907 
& 

1924-1944 
Zum Schwarzen Wallfisch 

Saloon 
1886 – ca. 1890?  

Black Whale Pub  
2002 present.  

Approximate “footprint” 

location of original Town 

Lot # 47. 

Main 
Plaza 


