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Wurstfest (Sausage Celebration) 

CONTEXT 

Wurstfest is an annual fall “Salute to Sausage” celebration that takes place on the 

Wurstfest grounds in Landa Park in New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas.  It is a non-profit 

corporation designed to promote local commerce, especially through tourism, and preserve the 

community’s heritage. 

In 1961, when the celebration was conceived, New Braunfels had 19 commercial sausage 

making businesses in the city. Dr. E.A. Grist, veterinarian and meat inspector, felt it would be 

appropriate to honor this industry with a festival.  Sausage making had been a local German 

tradition since the founding of the city. 

In 1845 Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels from Germany bought a parcel of land with 

strong freshwater springs.  These springs played a vital part in the development of the City of 

New Braunfels.   

For many years, different industries made use of the water power from the springs.  In 

1967, six years after the first Wurstfest was held, the Wurstfest Association of New Braunfels 

decided to utilize the historic area near the Landa Street entrance to Landa Park for their annual 

ten-day celebration of German heritage. 

During the past fifty years, thousands of sausage lovers have come to Wurstfest to 

celebrate the community’s German heritage, knowing that they are benefiting hundreds of local 

merchants and civic organizations. 

OVERVIEW 

This write-up is based on an approximate sixteen-acre site located at the Landa Street 

entrance to Landa Park in New Braunfels, Texas. More specifically, the site is between Landa 

Street, Landa Park Drive, Elizabeth Street and the Comal River (water from the millrace in the 

Dry Comal River bed). For the past fifty years the main activities of the annual ten-day 

November Wurstfest “Salute to Sausage” celebrations have taken place in this area. See the 2016 

photo on page two for a map of the site under consideration for the historical marker. The photo 

shows only the historic permanent structures and only the locations of the temporary tents 

usually used during the celebrations. 
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I. Wurstfest  

           A.   Sites Utilized during Wurstfest Festivities 

     Currently the Wurstfest Association utilizes the following parcels of land and buildings 

during Wurstfest celebrations:   

       1.  About 8 acres leased from the City of New Braunfels located in the upper 

portion of the above photo, with exception of buildings located on the upper left of the photo 

occupied by the New Braunfels Parks and Recreation Dept.  The lease includes the following 

structures: Wursthalle (1902 cottonseed storage), Kleinehalle (cottonseed processing), 

Marktplatz (1970 food market attached to Wursthalle) and Spass Haus (2007 in Kleinehalle 

building). 

                    

            Wursthalle (cottonseed storage) as it currently appears 

               

               Current photo of Kleinehalle (cottonseed processing) 
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            2. The 4.573 acres bought from the Lower Colorado River Authority in 2016 with 

two buildings in the center of photo (1900s Steam Power Plant and Hydroelectric Generator 

Plant).  Future plans for the buildings are pending. 

            3.  The 3.616 acres bought from Dittlinger Mills in 1978, next to Landa Street 

including a rock structure (three and one-half story Dittlinger Flour Mill building built in 1875).  

                       

             Notice the three and one-half story Flour Mill Building in the center of photo 

            4.  The Steltzenhaus (stilt house) was built in 2011 by Wurstfest Association on 

the property bought from Dittlinger Mills. The Steltzenplatz was added in 2014 (located under 

the Steltzenhaus) to serve more food and drink in a larger improved area.                 
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             Steltzenhaus – notice the back of the Dittlinger Flour Mill Building the right 

             5.  Along the Comal (millrace) River with improvements made during the years 

by the Wurstfest Association. 

                            

             6.  Two temporary entertainment tents, the Big Tent (Das Grosse Zelt) and the 

Little Tent (Das Kleine Zelt), are added for each celebration.   

B. Wurstfest Association Organization 

The notion of a sausage festival was conceived by Dr. E. A. Grist, veterinarian and meat 

inspector in New Braunfels.  He soon had the backing of nineteen commercial sausage makers 

for a sausage festival.  The festival had a humble beginning; however, with the backing of the 

city officials, Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce and dedicated citizens, the 

celebrations started to gain momentum. 
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Although there were 19 sausage makers in the city at the time, a list of the original 15 

was compiled in 2011 and included Artzt Meat Market, Brodt’s Slaughter House, Fritz’s Meat 

Market, Kraft Slaughter House, Krause’s Café, Kriewald Meat, Neuse’s Grocery, New Braunfels 

Smokehouse, Norbert’s Market & Grocery, Rahe Packing Company, Schwamkrug’s Garden, 

Soechting Country Market, Textile Café, Warnecke Catering and Weyel’s IGA Foodliner.  

Sausage making has been a tradition in New Braunfels that has been passed down through 

generations in families with German roots and continues today. 

Wurstfest has been celebrated annually in New Braunfels since 1961, a total of 56 years.   

During the first six years the celebration was held at the National Guard Armory (1961), the 

Landa Park picnic area (1962, 1963) and at the “Ratskeller” on the Main Plaza (1964-66).  

Because of its overwhelming success, the organization looked for more space in the ensuing 

years. The volunteer Wurstfest Association has sponsored the celebration at the former Landa-

Dittlinger Industries in Landa Park for the last 50 years. 

Initially the celebration was known as “Sausage Week,” and by 1963, it was renamed 

“Wurst Week.”  In 1964, the week-long celebration was finally named Wurstfest.  In 1968, the 

celebration was expanded to ten days (two weekends) always starting on the Friday before the 

first Monday in November. 

The Wurstfest Association of New Braunfels started with 50 members and kept on 

growing over the years.  Currently, the Association is a non-profit corporation consisting of 292 

members – Kleine Opas (50), Opas (100), Senior Opas (97) and Opa Emeritus (45).  The number 

of Opas is limited to 100 and the number of Kleine Opas limited be 50.  When an Opa drops out 

or moves up to Senior Opa or Opa Emeritus, a Kleine Opa gets elevated to Opa status.  This, of 

course, allows an opening for an individual on a waiting list to be elected to Kleine Opa status.  

During each ten-day celebration, each Kleine Opa and Opa is required to work 24 hours on one 
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of nine committees that he 

chooses.  Senior Opas and 

Opas Emeritus usually 

volunteer to work, but are 

not required to do so.  The 

Kleine Opas wear green 

vests while all others wear 

red vests. The photo shows 

the Opas (red vests) during 

a celebration along with 

their Omas.  Wearing 

German costume at the celebration is required of Opas and Omas and encouraged for 

participants. 

 C. Activities on the Grounds During Wurstfest 

      The money earned from the festival has increased steadily over the years.  Once 

admission to the grounds is paid, the participants spend their money on food, beer (domestic and 

craft keg), souvenirs and rides for the children.  For example, shown below is a list of items sold 

by the 30 concessionaires in 2010. 

 

The festival partakers can enjoy the German atmosphere by listening to continuous free 

music at any of the five locations – Wursthalle, Grosse Zelt, Steltzenhaus, Steltzenplatz and 

Kleine Zelt.  Each year local and nationally known bands playing German flavored music are 

hired for the occasion.  The list of entertainers has been growing steadily.  In 2016, 40 different 
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groups will entertain the festival lovers during the ten days.  Since 1987, a band from Germany 

(usually a different one each year) has been invited to participate in the celebration.   

The photo on page 7 shows musical entertainment in the Wursthalle. 

Throughout the years, many different activities have been held on the grounds during the 

ten-day celebrations as well as at other times during the year.  In 2015, the association held its 

first Craft Beer Festival in the spring. 

 D. Contributions to Local Businesses and Charities 

Wurstfest is a giant fundraiser for the community. The association uses its profit to make 

capital improvements on the premises and make contributions (donations) to local civic 

organizations. During the struggling years at the very beginning, the association was glad to 

break even; however, during the last 45 years it has donated at least 2.5 million dollars to over 

one hundred local charitable organizations.  

The above contributions do not reflect all the profits that the 50 to 60 local 

concessionaires make to further benefit the community.  During the festival many other clubs 

and charities take the opportunity to raise money for their cause at other sites in the city and 

county as well. 

Each year the ten-day Wurstfest activities have a big impact on the community.  In 2015, 

participants spent five million dollars while enjoying themselves on the festival grounds. As a 

rule of thumb, community economic development leaders estimate this to be a 30 to 35-million- 

dollar impact on the community.  
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II. Brief History of the Historic Wurstfest Site 

For about 164 years, this site has played a very significant role for New Braunfels. 

Initially, William H. Meriwether had a slave-dug canal built so the water from the natural Comal 

Springs could be diverted to power the mills in processing the essential grains for human 

consumption.   

After 12 years of Meriwether ownership, Joseph and Harry Landa purchased the land 

from Meriwether.  The Landas further developed the usefulness of the site for the community by 

adding a cotton seed mill, electric light and power plant, ice plant, flour mill and hydroelectric 

plant over the next 65 years.   

After the Landa ownership and during the next 46 years, the Dittlinger Company 

operated the feed mill, serving the local community as well as the rest of the state.  The 

Dittlinger Company added many buildings during those years to enhance their operations.  Many 

of these buildings were demolished or destroyed by floods. 

In 1967, the non-profit Wurstfest Association moved their ten-day Wurstfest celebration 

to the Cottonseed Storage (Wursthalle) building and continued their growth which led to the 

purchase of the Dittlinger property in 1978.  During the 50 years at this location the Wurstfest 

attendance grew from 40,000 in 1967 to 175,000 in 1977, then leveling off to about 120,000 in 

later years.  

III. Greater details on Industry at the Historic Site, prior to Wurstfest celebrations 

The history of the Wurstfest site is shared below to help the reader realize that this site 

was once a true part of the working America where people used their talents to help people better 

their way of life.  This history is unique and cannot be replicated elsewhere, as in theme parks.  

    A.    Meriwether Ownership 

The idea of using the water from the Comal Springs to run mills got its start in 1847 by 

William Hunter Meriwether when he purchased the 480-acre Comal Tract from Maria Antonio 

Veramendi Garza and her husband, Rafael C. Garza, for $936.25  The Comal tract encompassed 

what is now Landa Park, the former Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) property and the 

existing Landa Milling complex.  William Meriwether’s dug a millrace (channel) starting above 

a diversion dam which was constructed a little upstream from the Landa Park spring-fed 

swimming pool. The millrace was completed by 1850. Most of the flow from the Comal Springs 

and the springs in Landa Park (Landa Park Lake) is through the millrace located next to Landa 

Park Drive, with a controlled amount of flow through the spring-fed swimming pool into the 
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natural riverbed next to the golf course. A sawmill and gristmill were built at the end of the 

millrace.   

                

1927 map of Land Park and Landa Industries: millrace, diversion dam and original river 

bed 

The 1850 census shows that the Meriwether mill, using only water power, turned out 

10,000 bushels of meal and 50,000 board feet of lumber.  In 1852, Mr. Meriwether built the first 

cotton gin in this area.  This water-powered gin was operated in conjunction with his gristmill, 

flour mill and sawmill.  Today, none of his mills are 

visible; however, the waterfall created by the water 

flowing from the millpond (forebay) serves as a 

reminder of these yesteryear achievements. Currently, 

the waterfall can be seen on the Wurstgrounds.   

The photo is a view of Waterfall, as seen from the 

porch of the Steltzenhaus. 

      B.    Landa Ownership 

      On 15 May 1860, William Meriwether sold the 

existing businesses and land on both sides of the Comal 

River to Joseph Landa for $14,000.  This was the start 

of the Landa Industries.  Joseph, and later his son, Harry, successfully operated the following 

industries: Landa Roller (Flour) Mills, Landa Electric Light and Power Company, Landa Cotton 

(Seed) Oil Company, Landa Ice Company, Landa Cattle Company and Landa Irrigated Gardens.  

Except for the cattle company and the irrigated gardens, all of the above industries were located 

in the area of Meriwether’s mills.  
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A postcard view from the Missouri-Kansas-Texas (MKT) night train across the Comal 

River at the turn of the 20th century: Landa Grain Elevator, Flour Mill, Ice Plant, Electric 

Light Plant, Business Office, Cotton Oil Mill and warehouses. Notice the two waterfalls.  

It was during Harry and his mother’s ownership after Joseph died, that the diversion dam 

was rebuilt and the flow of the millrace was increased until they had waterpower of 800 

horsepower (HP) in command.  Later they augmented the 800 HP water wheel with two diesel 

engines, one large steam engine and two steam turbines, to increase the capacity to 7,000 HP.  It 

appears that this was done in the late 1800s. 

  1.  Flour Mill 

In 1875, Joseph Landa built a three and one-half story rock building and ran a water 

powered flour mill in it.  In his book, As I Remember, Harry talked about the property falling in 

dilapidated condition in the late 1880s.  Around 1890 Harry Landa, with his father’s financial 

support, installed the Hungarian Roller System, a more modern machinery, in the rock building.  

He then contracted with Edward P. Allis and Company for the construction of a 400-barrel flour 

and 200-barrel cornmeal mill and a more efficient turbine.   The mill was very successful 

(Minnehaha Flour) and after several years he paid off the loan from his dad and the business was 

self-sustaining. 

In 1890, a railroad spur was built on the northern side of the industry connecting with the 

MK&T (Missouri, Kansas &Texas) Railroad.  

It was around 1891 that the IGN (International & Great Northern Railroad Company) laid 

a spur from their main track, which was split into two spurs before crossing the current Landa 
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Street.  One spur ran directly to the Landa Cotton Oil Mill while the other spur primarily 

serviced the Landa Elevator Building which was built around the same time.   

Harry had little to say about the cotton gin business which his father, Joseph, bought from 

Meriwether. It appears that Joseph Landa soon got out of the ginning business which would have 

been located near the other water-powered operations.  

2.  Light and Power Plant 

Harry built the Landa Light and Power Plant in late 1890, soon after the mill project.  His 

first brick structure was used to generate electricity for lighting and for refrigeration power for 

the Landa Ice Company built at the same time. Initially only 150 lights were sold; however, after 

a while the whole town was using electricity.  The operation was profitable since it could be 

operated by only one employee and the water power cost nothing.   

  3.  Hydroelectric Generator Plant  

The only building constructed in the twentieth century, was the concrete structure 

housing the hydroelectric generator, as can be seen today.  This generator was built on the site 

where Landa built his first Light and Power Plant.   

It was around this time that the millrace was reconfigured to create a “mill pond” 

(forebay) channeling water flow through a mill race past a turbine. The site ties in with 

the two waterfalls referred to in Landa’s book and the postcard shown on page 11. It 

appears that the waterfall closest to the Flour Mill is the “overflow fall” that can be seen 

today, and that the other waterfall was essentially removed by having the water “fall” 

inside the hydroelectric building to generate electricity. If one were to generate electricity 

with the hydroelectric generator today, the flow through the “overflow fall” would be cut 

off (dam gate closed) and the water would flow through the hydroelectric building and 

return to the Power Plant tailrace or channel, according to the Sanborn Map. This tailrace 

can be seen today with the year 1929 written on the concrete wall.   

    4.   Steam Power Plant (boiler building) 

It appears that the Steam Power Plant (Boiler Building) was built in the early 1890s. The 

tall chimney from the coal-fired electric plant used to exhaust the flue gases which could be seen 

on photos as early as 1895.  In later years the chimney was disassembled for fear of collapsing 

while the Steam Power Plant (Boiler) Building can be seen today. 
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5.  Cotton Oil Company 

In 1894 Harry decided to get into the cottonseed oil mill industry which was in its infancy 

at the time. The primary function of each of four buildings will be discussed in the cottonseed oil 

processing.   

               a.  Cottonseed Storage (Wursthalle)         

This almost 80 by 400 feet building was constructed around 1902 with steel trusses, 

reinforced concrete-earth floor, and had a steel apex 36-feet above the floor with wired glass in 

metal sash. The storage building had to be big and strong for Landa talked about dealing with 

20,000 to 30,000 tons of cottonseed between the months of July and September.   

How did Landa get that much seed in and out of the storage building?  A railroad hopper 

car would dump the cottonseed into a hopper pit near the front of the storage building.  A grain 

auger would take the grain to the tower in front of the building and from there a grain bucket 

elevator would take the grain to the top of the tower for another grain auger to distribute the seed 

in the storage building. This explains the tall elevator tower whose only connection to the storage 

building was at the top where the grain distribution auger started.  A similar auger system was 

used to get the cotton seed to the next building where the processing took place.  Currently, this 

building is referred to as the Wursthalle.  

b.  Cottonseed Processing (Kleinehalle)  

Four products became available in the processing of the cottonseed:  linter, hulls, oil and 

meal.   The cottonseed processing began in the shaker room, where the cottonseeds were cleaned 

and sent through grit sand to remove the linters from the seed.  Then the hullers removed the 

tough coats from the seed(hulls) and finally the seeds were crushed in Expellers for partial 

recovery of the oil.  The residual oil was recovered through a solvent extraction process.  The 

cottonseed meal came from the remains.  The processing took place in the (Kleinehalle) building 

which currently houses the Wurst Office, Spass Haus, Wurst Maintenance and Circle Arts 

Theater. 

              c.  Cottonseed Oil Storage        

The Sanborn Map shows that this building was primarily used to store the cottonseed oil 

tanks.  Currently, the Landa Rec (Recreation) Center is located in this building.   

      d.  Cottonseed Hulls Storage                                                                                

According to the Sanborn map, the hulls were stored in this building. The map shows a 

twelve-inch wooden conveyor (dotted lines) running from the main milling (processing) area to 
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the tower of this building. At the present time, the Parks and Recreation Department is using the 

building as their maintenance headquarters. 

Most likely the Landa Cotton Oil Company went out of business when Harry Landa sold 

the property in 1925, as explained below.  Interestingly, it was also around that time that the boll 

weevil put the cotton farmers out of business.   

After Joseph Landa died, Harry and his mother managed the business quite successfully.  

After Harry’s mother, Helena, passed away in 1912, Harry and his four sisters took over the 

Landa Milling Company, since the brothers had passed away by this time.  Under the terms of 

his mother’s will, as executor of her estate, Harry was ordered to sell the property within ten 

years after her death.  

C.    J. E. Jarratt and Associates 

All other Landa property except the Landa Mill Property mentioned later in section E. 

below was sold to J. E. Jarratt and Associates of San Antonio on 17 August 1925.  

Unfortunately, under Jarratt, the plant fell on bad times during the depression and eventually they 

declared bankruptcy.  Landa Park was closed after summer season of 1934 and remained closed 

until 1936 when it was bought by the City of New Braunfels under the leadership of E. P. 

Nowotny.  

A number of ownerships of the “Oil Mill Tract” transpired before the City of New 

Braunfels acquired the 9.83-acre Landa’s Cotton Oil Mill property from Harvy Richards in May 

of 1946 for $65,000:   

1)  Comal Industries Sites bought the 9.83-acre parcel from J. M. Cumby who held the note after 

the Jarratt bankruptcy.  

2) Comal Machinery Company purchased the site from the Comal Industries Sites. 

3) H. A. Wagenfuehr bought the place from the Comal Machinery Company. 

4) Lone Star Wool and Mohair purchased the site from H. A. Wagenfuehr. 

5) Harvy Richards bought the 9.83-acre parcel from Lone Star Wool and Mohair.  

6) As mentioned above, Richards sold it to the City of New Braunfels, and in 2016 the City still 

owns the property. 
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 D.   Dittlinger Roller Mills 

In 1930, the Dittlinger Roller Mills purchased the Landa Flour Mill and Corn Sheller 

(Feed Mill) from the Republic National Bank of Dallas who had acquired the plant at bankruptcy 

auction in San Antonio. The site consisted of 6.427 acres. The feed mill purchase included the 

Landa Elevator building which was located between the Landa Flour Mill and the entrance to 

Landa Park. In 1932, Dittlinger Flour Mill started operating the former Landa Roller Mill while 

keeping their first mill going on East San Antonio Street.  Their markets had expanded along the 

Atlantic coast, New York, within Texas, and elsewhere. Dittlinger’s feed mill business also 

expanded considerably.  It was during their growing years that the Dittlingers added more 

buildings to the site, enclosing the Ice House and the Turbine Building, as seen on other photos 

of the Flour Mill site. The elevator building, filled with grain (mostly corn), burned down on 20 

September 1974.    

The photo is the 

Dittlinger Flour 

Mill on Landa 

Street in the early 

1960s.   

            E.  Lower 

Colorado River 

Authority 

(LCRA)                                                                     

Landa 

Milling Company 

sold a large portion of the land to the Comal Power Plant Company on 17 August 1925. This was 

on the same day that J. E. Jarrett bought his property from the milling company, as mentioned in 

C. above.  Construction of the plant began in August 1925. The San Antonio Public Service 

Company let a contract for 3 million dollars for the first 30,000 kilowatt generating unit. The 

Comal Power Plant was completed in 1926 on the largest part of the purchase from Landa.  By 1 

November 1926, the Comal Power Plant was the largest coal fired generating station west of the 

Mississippi River. Three more boilers were added during the next 15 years.  

The part of the purchase of most interest for this report is Tract No. 2, “Landa Mill 

Property”, containing about 7.64 acres, located across the Landa Park entrance roadway from the 
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Comal Plant tract. The metes and bounds are lengthy since the property is very irregular in 

shape. All structures located on the Landa Mill property were included in the sale, which 

included the Hydroelectric Generating Plant and the Steam Power Plant.   

The most significant changes to the site were the modifications to the Hydro Building and 

a new tunnel conveying water directly from the Comal Power Plant to “the well” adjacent to the 

Hydro Building.  The Hydro Building was operated using both hydraulic power and diesel fuel.  

In 1978, the New Braunfels Utilities leased the property from LCRA and began rehabilitating the 

facility, and removing all diesel generators.  The revived facility, known as Ruppel Hydro Plant, 

suspended operations in 1988. Earlier the New Braunfels Utilities leased the property from 

LCRA. The tall chimney, used to exhaust the flue gases on the Steam Plant Building, was 

disassembled brick by brick in the early 1990s. 

Eventually LCRA bought the Comal Power property from the City of San Antonio on 2 

January 1972.  The following explanation is necessary so the reader gets a better understanding 

as to why LCRA bought the property from the City of San Antonio instead from San Antonio 

Public Service Company.  In 1941, GBRA entered into a contract to purchase the assets of the 

San Antonio Public Service Company from the American Light and Traction Company.  A 

dispute over water rights between GBRA and the City of San Antonio was settled when the City 

of San Antonio purchased the assets of the San Antonio Public Service Company and then in 

1942 leased the Comal Power Plant to GBRA for thirty years.  In 1947, LCRA subleased the 

Comal Power Plant and essentially gained control of the plant.  When the lease to GBRA 

expired, LCRA bought the Comal Plant in 1971 from the City of San Antonio after having 

subleased it for 25 years.  The plant ceased operation in 1973. By 2005, Larry Peel had renovated 

the Comal Power Plant building and grounds into Landmark Lofts and Garden Apartments. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

During the past 50 years the Wurstfest heritage festivals have attracted thousands of 

world-wide participants to this historic site in New Braunfels knowing that the corporation acts 

as a vehicle for their expenditures to go toward worthwhile projects of local civic organizations.  

In 2015, participants spent 5 million dollars while enjoying themselves on the festival grounds. 

As a rule of thumb, community economic development leaders estimate a 30-million-dollar 

impact on the community during the ten-day Wurstfest activities.  Directly and indirectly every 

member of the community benefits from the Wurstfest Festivals.  The association owes all of its 

success to the people who come to the celebrations year after year from all parts of the world. 
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The site where Wurstfest is held, has historical significance.  Early residents harnessed 

the waterpower from the Comal River for the industries that made the city thrive.  Many of the 

structures built during this period still survive.  Some are owned by the city and some by the 

association but all are maintained by money that is generated by Wurstfest.   

Wurstfest, which began to honor the local sausage makers, is not only a tribute to 

sausage, it represents the City of New Braunfels from its German roots, founding and 

development to the people who live and work here today.  This story is conveyed to the many 

visitors who frequent the city and festivities. 

 

 

This narrative was compiled by Alton J. Rahe based on his book Wurstfest, New Braunfels, 

Texas, The First Fifty Years…. Since 1961, published in 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 


