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 But for the occassional 
traffic ticket, many people don’t get to 
interact with the Justice of the Peace 
office in their community on a regular 
basis.  But what you need to know is 
that they are there—and there for 
more than just traffic tickets.
 Judge Jennifer Saunders started as a 
part-time clerk in the JP office in 1979. 
In 2003, she decided to take the plunge 
and run for judge.  She’s currently in her 
fourth term in office, and is running 
unopposed for a fifth term.
 When we visited, she chuckled 
about how much the job has evolved 
over the years.  

 About a year ago, I hosted a Lunch ’n Learn at the Tye Preston Memorial Library 
to educate citizens on different issues they face in the unincorporated areas of the 
county, including the impact and authority of deed restrictions, environmental 
health, and services offered by the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office. The 
response was overwhelmingly positive!
 Since then, many folks have requested more learning opportunities like this!
 On Friday, February 2, I’m assembling a panel of folks to present on several 

topics that affect homeowners and subdivisions in the county, including legislative changes that 
affect property tax appraisals, the importance of proper HOA/POA filings, and a demonstration 
of Comal County’s GIS mapping. Other topics will be announced as they are confirmed. 
The event is free and open to residents of every precinct, but space is limited. 
 Please sign up at comalcountyprecinct4lunchnlearn.eventbrite.com. See you there!

Comal County Justice of the Peace #4
160 Oak Drive, Sattler, TX 78133
830.964.3886  •  co.comal.tx.us/jp4.htm

 “When I started, we had docket 
books, handwritten everything. In 
1990, we got our first computers 
in the office, and then the whole 
thing changed!”
 She confessed that, at first, 
they thought the computers 
were a waste of time and would 
complicate matters, but quickly 
saw how much more efficiently 
things were with the trusty 
sidekicks.
 The function of the JP 
courts is often misunderstood.  
Judge Saunders commented 



Listed are a few items of public interest 
that the county has taken action on in 

the past few weeks:
• Congratulations	to	Canyon	Lake	Youth	

Football	(at	Hidden	Valley	Sports	Park)—
after	many	years	of	hard	work	and	working	
together	with	the	County—the	concession-
restroom	building	is	under	contract	to	be	
built!	Thank	you	to	all	of	the	volunteers	who	
have	worked	tirelessly	with	County	staff	to	
make	this	a	reality.

• The	Comal	County	“Adopt	a	Roadway”	is	

up	and	running!	There	are	two	options	for	

groups	who	are	interested:	a	traditional	road	

adoption,	for	a	2	year	period	of	time,	with	

periodic	cleanups	and	a	designation	sign,	or	

a	“clean	sweep”	section	of	roadway,	where	

folks	could	organize	a	one-time	effort	to	

clean	up	a	specific	area.	Details	and	maps	

can	be	found	at	CCEO.ORG/road/adopt-

roadway.html.

• Comal	County’s	Master	Gardeners	have	

donated	a	record	6,100	pounds	and	counting	

of	produce	to	area	food	banks	in	2017.	This	

shatters	last	year’s	record	of	5,200	pounds	

of food!

• The	165-year-old	Fischer	Community	

recently	celebrated	their	induction	to	the	
National	Register	of	Historic	Places.	The	

Fischer	Historic	District	comprises	about	429	

acres	in	northern	Comal	County,	including	
more	than	70	structures,	including	Fischer	
Store,	Fischer	Cemetary,	Fischer	Hall	and	

Fischer	Bowling	Alley.	The	area	was	settled	

by	immigrant	brothers	Hermann	and	Otto	
Fischer	in	1853.

• A	groundbreaking	ceremony	for	the	

construction	of	the	new	Comal	County	Jail	

took	place	on	November	29.	
• Another	groundbreaking	ceremony	for	

the	expansion	of	Loop	337	took	place	on	

November	15.

• Canyon	Lake	Fire/EMS	(ESD	#2	&	3)	is	in	the	
final	stages	of	preparing	to	break	ground	on	
their	Station	4,	which	will	be	located	on	306,	

near	the	intersection	of	Oak	Valley	Drive.

County

Snippets

the JP Courts are truly the “people’s 
court,” and that she has—and always 
has had—an open door policy.  She 
said many residents come in just to 
talk through their issues, and to have 
Judge Saunders there to be a sounding 
board.  She really enjoys that aspect of 
her job.
 As far as the justice system, her 
court handles all Class C misdemeanors 
— which range from traffic tickets to 
evictions to small claims (up to $10,000) 
to recovery of stolen property, truancy,  
and civil and debt claims.
 The JP court can levy fines, but 
not sentence people to jail time.  In 
these courts, many people choose to 
represent themselves in hearings.
 She mentioned that due to the 
location of the precinct, many of 
the violations she deals with are 
“recreational” in nature because of 
lake and river traffic.  
 Judge Saunders said that her 
favorite part of the job is dealing with 
young people.  
 “This court is often the first 
encounter with the judicial system, and 
it’s really our chance to make a good 
impression so they know we’re not bad 
people. We’re here to help,” she said. 
 She said that although it’s not the 
place you want to be, she and her 
staff try to make the experience as 
constructive as possible. 
 One of the hardest parts of her duty 
as JP is inquests. The number of them 
varies as much as the circumstances, 
but it is a responsibility she accepts 

with the territory. 
 Weddings are also a frequent 
occourance, and are often off the 
beaten path. While she’s performed 
many weddings at the river, lake and 
other venues, she does most of them 
at her office. She recalled one of 
the most unique weddings she ever 
performed, shortly after taking office, 
between two dogs at Rockin’ R. “It 
was elaborate! There was a rehearsal 
and everything.  There were probably 
around 100 people at the event, and it 
even made the Herald-Zeitung. It was 
as cute as it could be!”
 Judge Saunders is not shy about 
attributing the success of her office to 
the excellent staff she has.  She prides 
herself in their longevity, knowledge 
and diligence in their jobs.  
 “You’re only as good as the people 
you surround yourself with,” she said, 
“and I’m blessed with some primo 
clerks!”
 When discussing the upcoming 
election, and filing for her fifth 
term, Judge Saunders reflected on 
her passion for her job. “I still enjoy 
getting up and coming to work. I love 
helping people, and as long as I can 
say that, then this is what I want to 
do! In my job, even if it is something 
small that I do in a given day, it means 
something big to that person.”
 Outside the office, Judge Saunders 
loves spoiling her grandson, Jaggar, 
and enjoys working on her ranch, 
which has been in the family for many 
generations.   

...Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4, Continued from page 1

In order to better serve you, I’ve created a survey for residents 
of different subdivisions to study the makeup of these neighborhoods 

(POA/HOA/etc) to see how the county can better serve you. 
The survey can be accessed at:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/ComalCounty-subdivisionsurvey
Links will also be posted on my website, NextDoor, and Facebook pages. 

Thanks in advance for your input!
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Property Tax Reminder
 Tax Assessor-Collector Cathy C. Talcott reminds 
you that your 2017 property taxes are due by January 
31. Visit the Tax Office website at www.ComalCounty-
TaxOffice.net to locate the three Comal County offices, 
to print out a statement or receipt, or to pay online.  If 
you’re mailing a check, be sure the envelope is post-
marked by January 31. You may also pay by scanning 
the QR code on your statement with your mobile 
device, calling the automated payment line at 1-866-
550-0031, or by dropping off your payment at the three 
drive-through drop boxes available 24/7. 
 For more information, 
call 830-221-1355, visit the 
above website, or find the 
Comal County Tax Office 
on Facebook and Twitter. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
from your Precinct 4 Team!

Shane Rapp
Constable

Jen Crownover
Commissioner

Jennifer Saunders
Justice of the 

Peace

FIRE WISE
Reminders from Fire Marshal, 

Kory Klabunde
 While the drought index numbers 
don’t meet the threshold for a burn ban 
at this time, please continue to be very 
cautious with outdoor fires. 
 Due to the large amounts of rainfall 
we received this spring and summer, 
brush and grasses have grown thicker 
than most years. Now that the vegetation 
has begun to die off or go dormant, this 
creates the opportunity for fires that get 
out of hand quickly. We also have days 
of high wind during the winter months 
that could blow ashes into the dead grass, 
causing fires. 
 Depending on the size of the burn 
pile, there could be hot coals even when 
the fire has been out for several weeks.
 Also inevitable is a full fireworks 
season in Comal County for the New 
Year. Please use fireworks safely and only 
in appropriate areas. Also remember to 
keep a water source handy to extinguish 
any small fires that could ignite. As an 
extra precaution, mow the area you plan 
to use and stay away from the dead and 
dormant grass that is abundant in our 
area at this time. 
 Please also be respectful to your 
neighbors who may not enjoy fireworks. 

Comal County 
Property Owners Lunch ‘n Learn
Featuring speakers on several topics relevant 
to property owners and subdivisions in the 
unincorporated areas of Comal County.
Hosted by Jen Crownover, Commissioner, Precinct 4
Friday, February 2, 10:30a.m.-2p.m.
Free event, but space is limited. 
Please RSVP at: 
comalcountyprecinct4lunchnlearn.eventbrite.com
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Comal County Recycling Schedule ~ For more information: co.comal.tx.us/rec.html
Mondays

6:30-11:30 a.m.
Spring Branch Fire 

Station
@ U.S. 281/FM 311

Tuesdays
6:30-11:30 a.m.
Garden Ridge 

City Hall 
on FM 3009

AND Canyon Lake 
Fire Station #2 

(Oblate/Startzville)

Wednesdays
6:30-11:30 a.m.
VFW in Sattler

River Road 
@ FM 2673

Thursdays
6:30-11:30 a.m.
Mystic Shores

Boat Ramp
22100 N. Cranes Mill 

Road

Fridays 
6:30-11:30 a.m.

Bulverde
County Annex

20470 Cougar Bend

Saturdays
8 a.m.-noon

Recycling Center
281 Resource Dr.

Also, you can come by the Recycling Center anytime Tuesday-Friday from 7a.m.-noon 
or 12:30-3 p.m. to drop off recyclables or pick up mulch.

Need to get in touch with Jen?
It’s easy! 

EMAIL:
JenCrownover@MyComalCounty.com

PHONE:
830.221.1104 

WEB:
www.co.comal.tx.us/

Comal_County_Precinct_4.htm

FACEBOOK:
www.facebook.com/
ComalCountyPct4

Also, there is a calendar on my 
website that features my 

Canyon Lake and Spring Branch 
hours. Come see me at either 

location if it is more convenient!

Jen’s County Hours:
Canyon Lake 
Fire Station #1

1074 Scissortail
1st & 3rd
Tuesdays

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Bulverde/
Spring Branch
Fire Station #2

2016 Puter Creek Dr.
2nd & 4th
Tuesdays

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Dates of Interest:
December 25-26 County offices closed: Christmas
January 1 County offices closed: New Year’s Day
January 1 First day to request a ballot by mail for the March 6 Primary Election
January 13 DIY Saturday: Bread Baking
January 15 County offices closed: Martin Luther King Day
January 20 Last day to recycle your Christmas tree for free at the Comal 
 County Recycling Center
January 31 Property taxes DUE!
February 2 Property Issues Lunch & Learn at Tye Preston Memorial Library
February 5 Last day to register to vote in time for the March 6 primary
February 10 DIY Saturday: Raised Bed Gardening
February 19 County offices closed: Presidents Day
February 20 First day of early voting for the March 6 primary
March 2 Last day of early voting for the March 6 primary
March 6 Primary Election Day!!
March 10 DIY Saturday: Fairy Gardens
March 30 County offices closed: Founder’s Day
April 28 Agrilife Extension Office Open House, 9a.m.-2p.m.
May 12 DIY Saturday: Water-Bath Canning
June 9 DIY Saturday: Rainwater Harvesting
July 14 DIY Saturday: Fermenting
August 11 Explore 4H! Come see what 4H has to offer your family! Kids ages 5-18, 
 9-11a.m., at the Agrilife Extension Office, free
September 8 DIY Saturday: Backyard Chickens/Eggs 101
October 13 DIY Saturday: Kids Day in the Garden, 9 a.m.-noon, FREE!
November 10 DIY Saturday: Wreath Making

 All DIY Saturday classes are $15/person and take place from 9-11 a.m. Please call to register in advance: 
830.620.3440. Classes take place at the Comal County AgriLife Extension Office, located at 325 Resource Drive 

(next to the Comal County Recycling Center).

Community Learning opportunities:FREE
Natural 

Christmas Tree 
Recycling

Through 

Dec 27-Jan 20
at the Comal 

County Recycling 
Center!

County Government University
 Tues evenings, Mar 13-May15
 co.comal.tx.us/UCG
Citizen’s Sheriff’s Academy
 Wed evenings, Feb 21-Apr 25 
 co.comal.tx.us/SO 
Citizen’s Fire Academy (ESD#2/3)
 Tues evenings, Feb 6-Apr 10
 email Shawna.Bantis@ccesd3.org

4


