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I. Context 

The Arnold-Rauch-Brandt Home is a beautiful example of an early German-Texan style 

home with hand-chiseled limestone and hand-hewn timbers. It is located off of State Highway 46 

just west of New Braunfels in Comal County, Texas, in an area that was historically considered 

Mission Valley.  The homestead is on ten acres deeded to the New Braunfels Conservation 

Society for the 

purpose of 

preservation of the 

property to be 

maintained as close to 

the construction time 

period of 1855 to 1885 

as possible. The 

Google image to the 

left shows the original 

land grant with the ten 

acres enclosed and also the entrance for easement access from State Highway 46. The home and 

out-building contents are also to be preserved and displayed on the premises. The property 

houses numerous historic structures that were built by the Gottlieb and Maria Koch Arnold 

family and their descendants.  Gottlieb and Maria immigrated to Texas from Germany to find a 

better place to live and to take advantage of the liberal land grant policies of the early State of 

Texas. They used available resources as building materials for the structures on the property and 

raised animals and gardened for necessary food. The home was originally built in 1852 with an 

addition in 1883. Along with the home, there is a fully intact limestone barn and smokehouse. 

These structures combined showcase life in early New Braunfels.  Until the death of the Arnold’s 

great-granddaughter, Agnes Rauch Brandt in 2010, the home and property had been passed down 

through the family since 1852.  The original land grant was 160 acres, but the property was 

expanded to over 389 acres by the time of Agnes’ death.   
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II. Overview 

German Settlement in Texas, Comal County and the Mission Valley Area 

The generous land policies afforded by the constitution for the Republic of Texas in 

1836, were the driving forces leading to an estimated 7,000 German immigrants coming to what 

would become Comal County, Texas. This began with the Verein zum Schutze Deutsche 

Einwanderer in Texas or The Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas, 

organized in Germany to obtain colonization contracts in the Republic of Texas.  This venture 

would relieve the problem of overpopulation being experienced in Germany and also open up 

overseas markets to help the German economy devastated by wars.  Although the first group of 

settlers came to New Braunfels in 1845, it was never intended to be the final destination.  It was 

to only be a waystation but became the main settlement.  In 1845, Texas became a state in the 

United States.  Between 1845 and 1889, pre-emption grants were made available from the State 

of Texas for 160 to 320 acres with the stipulation that the grantee must live on and improve the 

land for three years.  Many German immigrants came to Texas during this time and acquired this 

type of land grant in Comal County, creating new settlements. Such was the case with Gottlieb 

Arnold who arrived in 1846 from 

Germany. Gottlieb Arnold received 

160 acres located in the heart of the 

Mission Valley area just northwest of 

the settlement of New Braunfels. The 

map to the left is from Delray 

Fischer’s Land Grant Map of Comal 

County with the Gottlieb Arnold 

property circled. 

Running through the middle of New Braunfels is the Balcones Escarpment.  To the east 

of the escarpment are the rolling grasslands of the coastal plains along with the springs that 

bubble forth from the Edwards Aquifer.  To the west, is the hill country characterized by rocky 

hills, canyons and river bottoms.  Building materials such as trees and limestone were plentiful in 

the hill country in the early settlement days but the soil was not suitable for farming and many of 

the settlers established ranches.  The Guadalupe River ran west to east through Comal County 

but water was not readily available for most of the hill country settlers living far from the rivers.  
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Wells had to be dug and often roof rain-catchment systems set up.  The settlers used simple tools 

and built their homes using available resources.  The area had no previous permanent settlements 

and few roads were established.  It was back-breaking labor settling in the hill country.  

Northwest of New Braunfels was the settlement of Mission Valley.  It is thought that the 

name was related to the Mission Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe that was established in the area in 

1757 by the Spanish.  Although the original Mission Valley community boundaries are 

unknown, the boundaries of the Mission Valley School District were determined in 1870 when 

the Mission Valley Schools were established for the education of the children in the area.  The 

school district borders became the boundaries for the community.  The school was the central 

hub of the community along with the Schuetzen Verein (shooting club) that provided a monthly 

gathering place for the men. Family social events were held there also.  The community was too 

far from any continually flowing stream and relied on rainwater and well water for survival. 

Ranchers raised cattle, horses, sheep, goats, chickens, other animals and planted small gardens 

utilizing the topsoil that was available in the rocky terrain.  The open range was tamed with the 

use of rock fences to keep in the livestock.  In the early years, rock was plentiful and wire 

fencing was not readily available.  Many of the original rock walls remain in the hill country 

today. Homes were often built using hand-hewn timbers and hand chiseled limestone blocks 

from the area. 

Gottlieb Arnold Family Genealogy  

 The ship “Eliza & Charlotte” departed Bremen, Germany on August 26, 1846 and arrived 

in Galveston, Texas on October 20, 1846. Among the passengers on this voyage were Gottlieb 

Arnold, a widower with three children, from Utersleben, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, and the Koch 

sisters, Maria and Sophie from Frankenhausen, Prussia. Gottlieb was born July 13, 1808 in 

Utersleben and Maria was born March 7, 1825 in Besingleben, Erfurt, Prussia. Below is the 

German passport for Gottlieb Arnold. 
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 Gottlieb Arnold and Maria Magdelena Koch were 

married on October 9, 1848 in Guadalupe County. In the 

1850 United States Census for Comal County, Texas, 

this family’s members are listed as Gottlieb, Arnold, M, 

41, born in Germany; Mary Arnold, F, born in 

Germany; Caroline Arnold, 16, F, Germany; and 

Valentin Arnold, 2, born in Texas. Caroline (b 1834 in 

Prussia) is the only child named of the three that 

accompanied Gottlieb from Bremen. Nothing is noted 

on the other two children that came with Gottlieb. 

Valentin is the first-born to Gottlieb and Maria. 

 Prior to their arrival in the New Braunfels area they 

settled in Guadalupe County, and later from about 1852 

until 1854, they lived at various times with Gottlieb’s brothers, Peter and Johann, in New 

Braunfels. Peter and Johann had New 

Braunfels Town Lots 76 and 169, 

respectively. In 1854, Gottlieb acquired a 

Comal County Land Grant of 160 acres, 

shown to the right, in Abstract #13, 

survey #436 at the western end of the 

Mission Valley area. He was granted a 

patent on this land in 1860. Daughter 

Caroline married Adam Scholl  

(b 1833) on August 13, 1854 in Comal 

County. It is fairly certain that she did not accompany her father and stepmother to this new 

home. On this land Gottlieb and Maria Arnold farmed, ranched, and raised their family of nine 
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boys and one girl.  Gottlieb died on July 15, 1879 in Comal 

County and is buried in the Comal Cemetery, New Braunfels, 

Comal County, Texas.  Maria died about 1900 in Comal 

County and is buried in a family cemetery near the property.  

The photo is of Maria’s gravestone.  

 Valentin Traugott Arnold (b February 14, 1849 in New 

Braunfels, Texas) was the first child born to Gottlieb and 

Maria. In the 1870 United States Census for Comal County, 

he was living with the Ferdinand Goebel family; his 

occupation was listed as a teamster. On February 28, 1875 he 

married Anna Wisian (b December 24, 1855) in Comal 

County. This marriage produced five children: Alice (b in New Braunfels circa 1878), Mary (b 

circa 1879), Benno (b 1884), Ella (b circa 1887), and Emma (b circa 1892). By 1910, Valentin 

and Anna were living with their son, Benno William Arnold, in Precinct 2, Hays County. Anna 

died February 21, 1929 and Valentin died February 8, 1933. Both are buried in the Live Oak 

Cemetery at Uhland, Hays County, Texas. 

 Edward (Eduard) Arnold was the second child born (b March 24, 1850) to Gottlieb and 

Maria. At age 19, he was residing with the Hermann Conring family in New Braunfels; his 

occupation was listed as “Labor in field.” He married Henrietta in about 1880. Her birthdate is 

given as January 1865 in Texas, but her maiden name was not found. According to the 1900 U.S. 

Census the couple had no children. Edward died September 21, 1920 in Austin and was interred 

in the Comal Cemetery. 

 The third child was Johann Wilhelm Arnold (b October 28, 1851). Wilhelm married 

Mathilde Kreusler (b circa 1856) on December 25, 1876 in Comal County. They had three 

children: William Conrad Frederick Arnold (November 10, 1877 – August 17 1956), Otelia E. 

Arnold Davenport (February 6, 1880 – 25 September 1920), and Lydia Gladys Arnold Duft 

(October 29 1882 – December 8, 1975.)  Johann Wilhelm died August 5, 1919 in San Antonio, 

Texas.  His death certificate indicates his occupation was “contractor.”  The certificate also states 

he was divorced.  He was interred at Mission Burial Park South in San Antonio.  

 Herman Arnold was next in line according to the 1860 U. S. Census for Comal County.   

Herman was born March 2, 1853 in New Braunfels.  On July 5, 1877 he married Lena Derr  
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(b August 26, 1859) in Bexar County. There were ten children born to this marriage:  Mary 

Arnold Hitzfelder (May 5, 1878 - October 24, 1918), Alma Arnold (September 16, 1880 - 

February 4, 1971), Edwin Arnold (November, 1881 - unk), Amanda Wilhelmine Arnold Holle 

(~1885 - June 5, 1935), Maximilian Arnold (May 13, 1886 – October 11, 1959), Hilmer Fred 

Arnold (September 21, 1888 - May 29, 1982), Herman Charles Arnold (05 July 1889 - May 26, 

1961), Hattie L. Arnold Loep (May 6, 1892 - May 18, 1987), Nilda Arnold Bernhard (March 4, 

1894 - 31 August, 1982), and Helen L. Arnold Meredith (March 27, 1896 - May 30,1977) 

Herman died on July 2, 1930, and Lena died on May 8, 1940. Both died in Bexar County and are 

buried in Mission Burial Park South in San Antonio. 

 Gustav Arnold was born on August 30, 1854; he died on June 21, 1868 when he was 

accidentally shot because his presence was not noticed.  His burial location has not been 

identified.  

 Albert Arnold was offspring number six; he was born on March 9, 1856 in Comal 

County.  Albert married Alma Jonas Schaefer on November 3, 1894 in Comal County. Alma was 

previously married on July 24, 1886 to Otto Schaefer.  Otto was born November 8, 1862 and 

died January 11, 1891; he is buried in the Hortontown Cemetery, Comal County.  Otto and Alma 

had one child, Lillie Schaefer Walter, who is listed as a stepchild to Albert in the United States 

Census, 1900 for Comal County.  Albert and Alma had four additional children: Hugo, Hulda, 

Zilda, Adele.  Hugo Arnold (August 7, 1895 - February 19, 1939), Hulda Arnold Rauch (May 

20, 1897 - September 2, 1993), Zilda Arnold Kuhle (December 20, 1900 - January 2, 1995), and 

Adela Arnold Morris (April 22, 1907 - August 1, 1998) are all buried in the Comal Cemetery. 

Albert Arnold died October 24, 1929 in New Braunfels and was buried in Comal Cemetery  and 

Alma Jonas Arnold died August 1, 1931 in Comal County and was also buried in Comal 

Cemetery. 

 Carl Arnold, the seventh child, was born on January 23, 1857 in Comal County.  The 

1900 United States Census indicates that Carl and his youngest brother, “Fritz”, were living 

together on the original homestead of their father, Gottlieb.  Carl married Kathrina Anna Acker 

(b October 29, 1856 in Comal County, Texas) on October 12, 1901.  Carl and Kathrina did not 

have children of their own; however, in the 1910 United States Census for Caldwell County, 

Texas there is listed a Harry Arnold (b ~1906) as an “Adopted son.” Carl died September 21, 

1935 in Caldwell County and interred in the Comal Cemetery in New Braunfels, Texas.    
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Katharina Anna Arnold died February 16, 1956 in New Braunfels; she was buried in the Comal 

Cemetery, also.   

 Anselmus Arnold, the eighth child of Gottlieb and Maria, was born on February 18, 1861 

in Comal County.  Anselmus died August 4, 1881 and was buried next to his mother, Maria 

Arnold, in the small Arnold family cemetery on the Arnold property 

pictured left.   

 Emilie Arnold, the ninth child and only girl, was born December 4, 

1863 in Comal County. On November 30, 1884, she married Moritz 

Ludewig in Comal County. The children from this marriage are: 

Hulda Marie Ludewig, Ottilie Ludewig, Hilmar Ludewig, and Tosca 

Ludewig Ferguson. Hulda was born September 9, 1886 and died 

August 10, 1966 in San Antonio.  Ottilie was born May 2, 1888 in 

New Braunfels and died October 29, 1918 in San Antonio.  Hilmer 

was born April 19, 1895 and died July 17, 1962 in San Antonio. Tosca was born March 27, 1896 

and died August 27, 1971 in San Antonio.  Moritz Ludewig was born March 9, 1861 and died 

March 27, 1905 in San Antonio.  He was buried in the Hermann 

Sons Cemetery, Harmonia Lodge #1, San Antonio, Bexar 

County, Texas.  Emilie Arnold died in 1952 and was buried in 

the same cemetery as her husband. 

 Friedrich Arnold, the last child born unto Gottlieb and 

Maria, was born November 22, 1865 in Comal County.  In the 

1910 and 1920 U. S. Censuses for Comal County, Friedrich 

Arnold is listed as the only occupant of the farm or ranch.  The 

photo to the right is Friedrich (Fritz) sitting on a rock fence at 

the back of the home. 
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Hulda Arnold Rauch, Daughter of Albert and Alma Arnold and Granddaughter of Gottlieb 

and Maria Arnold 

Hulda Arnold married Albert Rauch on June 4, 1913 in Comal County. Albert Rauch was 

born on December 18, 1883.  On April 19, 1925 Albert Rauch committed suicide. This left 

Hulda’s family with five children in dire straits.  Friedrich Arnold, an uncle to Hulda, opened his 

home (The Arnold Homestead) and invited Hulda and her children to live on the ranch with him. 

The photo shows Hulda holding Agnes with 

Almon, Edna, Elvira and Hedwig. The 1930 

United States Census for Comal County reflects 

that move. Joining Friedrich on the ranch were his 

niece, Hulda Arnold Rauch, grandnieces Edna, 

Elvira, Hedwig, and Agnes, and grandnephew, 

Almon. The 1940 United States Census shows that 

Friedrich Arnold (age 74) was still the head of the 

family; Hulda Rauch and only two of her children, Almon and Agnes, remained on the ranch.   

Almon Rauch enlisted in the United States Army on March 18, 1942 at Fort Sam Houston, 

Texas. Agnes Rauch (b May 5, 1924) 

married Arno Brandt (b August 25, 1922) 

on February 23, 1944. Once married Agnes 

and Arno moved onto the homestead to 

assist Friedrich and Hulda with the running 

of the farm. The 1929 photo to the right is 

Friedrich and his brother in front of the 

barn.  Friedrich Arnold died July 29, 1953 and was buried in Comal Cemetery. Almon (b 

February 22, 1919) died January 10, 1979 and was buried in Comal Cemetery.  Hulda Arnold 

Rauch (b May 20, 1897) died on September 

2, 1979 and is buried in Comal Cemetery. 

Arno Brandt died December 25, 1979. The 

circa 1940s photo to the left is Agnes and her 

mother, Hulda in front of the house. Agnes 

Rauch Brandt was the last Gottlieb Arnold 
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descendant to live on the original family property at least until 2005.  Agnes died May 1, 2010; 

her last residence was given as New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas.   

History and Stories of Agnes 

 The stories people tell of Agnes provide an image of a 

wonderful, warm woman with plenty of personality. Workers at 

the Producers Co-Op would say that she was a remarkable lady, 

knowing her from her frequent visits to purchase supplies for 

the farm. She was known for the vegetables she grew in her 

garden, most notably the cabbage which was reported to be 

quite large. Agnes spent much of her time there. The garden 

produced such wonderful produce possibly because of the 

fertilizer 

Agnes 

used. Her garden was never restricted to 

one area of the property, but rather she 

would set up the garden wherever the cows 

had been kept last.  The photo above is the 

garden and the photo to the left is the back 

of the home with rock walls and cattle.   

When her mother, Hulda, was still alive, Agnes would often pack sandwiches for both of 

them so that they could work all day and eat lunch 

in the garden.  Hulda is remembered by the rocks 

she dug up. Still today there are mounds of rocks 

that Hulda spent hours digging up from all around 

the property.  The photo to the left shows Hulda 

removing rocks from the garden. 
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 There was no bathroom inside the home, only a solitary spigot in the kitchen. The photo 

below shows the single spigot over the white pan.  To take a shower, Agnes would hook a hose 

up to this spigot and shower right outside the door. Her family 

remembers her saying that she would never be caught in the 

middle of taking a shower, because her dog always let her know 

when someone was coming. When she needed to go to the 

toilet, Agnes would simply go anywhere on the property. 

Volunteers have found her toilet seat chair that she used. 

 The most telling information about Agnes’ personality is 

her letters that were found in the home. There are dozens of 

letters and cards to and from Agnes and Arno. The most 

amusing of these letters are those between the couple before 

they were wed. In one such letter, written 27 May 1942, Agnes writes Arno a little poem and 

then demands that he burn the letter. The poem goes like this: 

“Ducks in the barnyard 

Quack, quack, quack, 

Lovers in the moonligh[t], 

Smack, smack, smack” 

 These stories and letters keep the memory of Agnes alive, and show the history and what 

life was like for these early rural New Braunfelsers.  

 

 

New Braunfels Conservation Society Acquisition and Involvement  

In January of 2010, the New Braunfels Conservation Society was contacted about the 

interest in acquiring an original 1852 cut limestone farm house, including an 1883 addition. The 

executive committee of the board of directors was contacted and a time was arranged with a 

member of the donor family to meet at the property. After driving a mile into the property it was 

like a step back in time. Not only was there a wonderful farmhouse, there were also a cut 

limestone barn, smokehouse, and a hand-dug well. Although the home had been continuously 

occupied until Agnes left to reside in a nursing home in 2007, it seemed that time stood still from 

1883, as no significant modernization had been made except for the addition of electricity. The 
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vision for this beautiful home and property is to create a living history museum showing rural 

life for German Texans in the 1800s. 

 After the executive committee reviewed the property and expressed an interest in 

receiving the donation, a full board meeting was held at the property for a final vote. At that time 

several of the family members were present and conveyed many stories of visiting Aunt Agnes 

as they were growing up. After five years the Conservation Society received the property in 

March 2015. 

 The main concern was to secure the property, which included building a caretaker’s 

cottage, installing an alarm system, and determining if the well was working properly. The next 

step in the process was to inventory the contents of the house to determine what artifacts from 

the original time period of the home needed to be preserved. A group of volunteers began the 

process of cleaning and conducting the inventory of the property in April 2015. Upstairs was a 

treasure trove of artifacts representing the lives of those who lived there, most recently Agnes 

and Arno Brandt, the last owners who resided in the home.  

Home Architecture  (Attachment #1 floor plan can be referenced for room number locations) 

The Arnold-Rauch-Brandt home is a beautiful example of an early German-Texan style 

home with hand-chiseled limestone and hand-hewn timbers. The home was originally built in 

1852 with an addition in 1883. Along with the home, there is a fully intact limestone barn and 

smokehouse shown below. In addition, there are numerous hand-constructed rock fences and 

hand-carved water troughs. These structures combined showcase life for early New Braunfels 

settlers.  
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Exterior Architecture 

 The home is a solid limestone structure that was built, expanded and modified over the 

course of its 160 plus year life. Evidence points to it having evolved from a single room to its 

current state with six rooms. Throughout its life, all front doors or approaches and or porches 

faced southeast. This orientation faces the prevailing breezes, so necessary to life before the 

advent of air conditioning. All exterior walls are cut limestone. The lower courses of the walls 

are a harder, more durable limestone than the upper courses which are a softer caliche limestone. 

Most likely, the stone was quarried very close by. Further investigation of the surrounding 

properties could determine the locations of the stone source. There were known stonemasons in 

the Mission Valley Community. The homestead is located on the very rocky Edwards Plateau, 

which supplies limestone based building material for much of Texas. Gaps, cracks and mortar 

repairs are evident on almost every exterior wall, showing that the house has moved and settled 

through the years. There is no apparent way to get under the house to see how the foundation is 

laid out. Earth and detritus has built up along the southwest wall, covering several feet of the 

lower courses of stone and dirt. This most likely has come from water washing downhill from 
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the upper slopes to the south and west of the house. It is thought that water washing in under the 

house caused the minor buckling of floorboards found in Room 4. 

 The house as seen today is a very straight forward, utilitarian building. The only 

decorative exterior touch is a circular carving at the apex of the southwest wall that reads 

“1883”, which we assume to be the date of the last expansion. Stone lintels span the exterior 

window and door openings, although some openings on the 

interior have hand hewn cedar lintels. Almost all of the windows 

and doors appear to be original, with some having been moved to 

other walls during the house’s expansion. The window sizes vary, 

but they are all handmade, double hung, multiple light frames. 

Only four windows appear to be replacements, but they are early 

20th century replacements. This variety is in keeping with the 

phases of the changes incurred through the years. The windows will be discussed as we move 

through the interior of the house. 

Currently the house is roofed with corrugated metal, which was most likely added in the 

early part of the 20th century when many New Braunfels buildings were re-roofed with metal. 

Originally the house would have been roofed with cypress shingles or shakes, as the Guadalupe 

and Comal Rivers had an abundance of cypress trees and water powered mills that cut cypress 

timber for local use. The roof pitch is approximately ten in twelve. 

Interior Architecture 

 The thickness of the stone walls varies from ten inches to twenty inches. The walls 

appear to be made from two layers of finished, cut stone on either side of the walls, with rubble 

filling any space in the middle. This is deduced from knowledge 

of local building custom as well as observation of the differing 

stones on each side of 

the wall. Most of the 

interior rock walls 

appear to have been 
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plastered over at 

some point. Much 

of the plaster has 

fallen or worn 

off. Some rooms 

were painted. All 

of the window 

openings are larger on the inside than on the outside; 

the walls being canted to brighten the interior. The windows are set very close to the outside of 

the wall, thus forming a window seat on the inside. Each window sill is formed out of one piece 

of wood. The rest of each opening is plastered. Doorways are all set straight through the rock, 

not canted like the windows, and framed with 1x jambs. In the 1883 addition, the interior walls 

are 2x6 wood framed with 1x6 T & G shiplap walls which were painted and stenciled. 

The floors appear to all be narrow T & G wood, most likely long leaf pine. So much dirt 

and dust is still on the floor that it is hard to determine the actual species of wood used. In the 

older rooms the floorboards are slightly wider than the 

boards in the newer rooms, but they still appear to be 

machined, rather than hand-hewn, as are the floors in 

many New Braunfels houses dating from the same pre-

Civil War period.  More information might be gathered if 

access is ever gained to the crawl space beneath the 

house. 

All indications are that the original 1852 dwelling was a single room, which is Room 1 

on the attached floor plan.  On the northeast exterior wall, there is a vertical cold joint which 

matches up exactly with what is now the common wall between Rooms 3 and 1.  It would have 

been the exterior southeast wall of the original dwelling.  The thickness of the northeast wall 

changes at this point, too; going from 16 inches down to 14 inches.  The stone courses, line up 

well, but not in the interlocking way that they would have had this been built as one continuous 

wall.  On the northwest wall there is another cold joint where the 1883 addition adjoins the 

earlier parts of the dwelling.   
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Room 2 was most likely added next, with Room 3 possibly having been a porch that was 

enclosed not too much later.  The wall thicknesses are different in all three rooms, with each wall 

in each room being different, except for the Room 1 walls, which are all 16 inches.  Rooms 1 and 

2 have the smallest windows. 

Room 1 Architecture 

The interior walls are plastered with what appears to be a cementitious stucco, which is 

falling off in places.  It does not look like this plaster layer was ever painted.  The single window 

on the northwest wall is an odd 4/4 pane double-hung 

affair in which the panes 

are rotated 90 degrees 

from a “normal” window.  

The longer measurement 

of each pane is the 

horizontal, while the 

vertical measurement is the shorter one.  This gives the appearance 

of having been cut down or made from another window.  It is 

handmade, pegged, and made with old glass. The overall window 

measures 24” x 38”.  The two windows on the northeast wall are obvious replacements, as they 

are 1/1 double hung, but still old wooden windows.  The ceiling is hand hewn cedar that was at 

one time painted white.  It has a large “summer beam” that spans the middle of the room’s 

shorter dimension, carrying the load from smaller cedar beams at approximately two foot 

centers.  Rough sawn wooden planks spanning the smaller beams form the attic floor above. The 

only door, which goes into Room 3 appears to be an original multi-paneled, possibly cypress 

door. 
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Room 2 Architecture 

This is the smallest of all the rooms.  The doors 

were placed at right angles up against the common wall 

shared with Room 1, making the stone returns on these 

walls less complicated.  The room has a free standing 

iron stove at the southeast side of the room.  The flue 

pipe feeds into a large chimney that can only be seen in 

the attic.  The wall which supports this chimney is the 

thickest one in the house – 20 inches.  A doorway looks to have been cut through this 20 inch 

wall, allowing access to the later addition of Room 4.  The opening was possibly a window 

originally, as it is close in size to the only 

window in this room, which is on the northwest 

wall that also contains a door to the exterior.  

The window is a 6/6 double-hung, handmade, 

pegged window with original glass.  It measures 

28” x 46”.  There is a cold joint at the corner of 

the 

wall 

just eight inches over from the window.  This indicates 

that the 20 inch wall that runs through the center of the 

house is the same wall that changes thickness as it 

turns to enclose the room that became Room 3.  It also 

forms the area that became Rooms 4, 5 and 6, but with 

an even different thickness.   The southeast wall of 

Room 2 is a ten inch masonry wall, the thinnest of all the rock walls in the house.  On the other 

side of this wall is the wooden stairway to the attic and a pantry enclosed beneath the stairway.   

The ceiling structure of Room 2 is very similar to Room 1 with a “summer” beam crossing the 

center, carrying smaller cedar beams with rough sawn planks forming the ceiling and floor for 

the attic.  Remnants of paint or white wash is also apparent on the ceiling structure. 
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Room 3 Architecture 

This is a light filled room with three evenly spaced large windows that are 34” x 62” 6/6 

double-hung with 10”x 14” glass panes.  It also has a freestanding iron stove with a flue pipe that 

leads to the smaller chimney in the attic on the 

northeast side of the house.  The ceiling is also hand- 

hewn 

beams, 

but 

they 

run the 

short way across the room without benefit of a 

summer beam.  Again, the ceiling is finished with 

rough-sawn planks and again there is evidence of 

paint or 

whitewash.  From this room, a cedar lintel is visible over both 

doors leading into Rooms 1 and 2.  They also provide evidence 

of paint, but this time pink or red and blue.  The stairway to the 

attic is in the west corner of this 

room.  It is a well-built winding 

stair that houses a pantry beneath.   

Rooms 4, 5 and 6 are 

enclosed by the 1883 addition.  

They are further divided into 

rooms by 2x5 wood frame 

walls.  Niches were built 

into many of the stone 

walls, including two in Room 2.  The windows in Rooms 

4 and 5’s southwest wall and room 5’s southeast wall have 

the same large windows found in Room 3.  The windows 

on the northwest wall in Room 4 are smaller, 28” x 46” 

6/6 with 8”x10” panes.  The timber used in the ceilings in these rooms is milled longleaf pine, 
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probably from the Bastrop area.  Room 5 was painted or white washed at one point.  The shiplap 

walls were painted as well as stenciled.  The plaster in Room 6, which is a central hall, has 

remnants of pink paint on its stucco walls. Room 6 might have not had a front wall, acting more 

like an open dog run.  The 2x4 wall that now encloses this porch is a patched-together affair, 

although the door does look quite old.  Room 4 also has a freestanding iron stove with flue pipe 

hooks into the chimney visible at the peak of the southwest 

side roof.  Again, all the doors are original, with some 

unique panel arrangements on a few. 

The attic is a 

fascinating structure 

which reflects 

changes and tells 

the story of the house’s changes.  It is one large space 

divided by some hand-hewn rafters and struts around the 

central chimney with totally finished floor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artifacts 

Attic Artifact Description  

The attic is a time capsule! The author of this section had the pleasure (and the sweat, 

black snot, and backache to prove it) of carefully discovering, sorting, identifying, and 

deciphering hundreds of objects that in some cases were thrilling, and in others curious, and still 

others, dumbfounding. Like most folks, they never discarded anything because they never knew 

when it might be needed. It is still hard to understand why anyone would “un-sew” an old leather 

football and carefully wrap it up so someone down the road might reassemble it?  
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From milk separators to sausage stuffers, and ax handles by the dozens to Holstetter bitter 

bottles, a portable Victrola with the 78 rpm records under a blanket on a handmade wooden bed 

to wooden lye soap molds complete with the soap. 

There was no end to the variety of treasures the 

attic held. 

Tons of 

leather 

horse and 

mule tack, 

a cast iron 

police motorcycle toy from the 1930s, an Indian™ 

Motorcycle gauge as well as a 1927 Indian™ Motorcycle sales brochure, a wicker wheel chair, a 

wooden ice cream freezer still in the box, an old wood telephone complete with all the wire from 

when it was removed and carefully packed away, two wonderful long handmade benches holding 

hundreds of old fruit jars both full and empty, along with tins, boxes, tools, antlers attached to a 

handmade plaque inscribed on the back “Fred killt this deer 22 November 1896”, a tiny trunk, 

19th century German books packed in a wooden box, an inscribed pewter plate brought from the 

old country dated 1817 and a perfect 1874 sewing machine. But the crème de la crème was the 

discovery of two large circa 1860 pottery jugs with a strange greenish glaze, found under the 

eaves that are identified as coming from the Wilson Pottery in Seguin, Texas. 

It is difficult to list every interesting toe-sack, fruit crate label saved on the crate ends, 

assorted old car parts, hidden liquor bottles, stove pipe, barrels, dishpans, magazines of the day, 

and unidentifiable items like the heavy bronze fittings and ruby red rounded light globes. There 

is evidence on a wooden shipping crate to Henne Hardware, showing that even in the past, New 

Braunfels was misspelled with an extra “s” just like it is still mispronounced today as “New 

Braunsfels”!  

What fun to look into the personal lives of the generations that occupied this homestead 

and the stuff they accumulated like every plastic screw top off of shampoo type bottles and 
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wonder “what the heck were they thinking?” From the 1850s to long after the 1950s it was all 

there! Pabst Blue Ribbon and Grand Prize Beer were well represented as were local businesses 

whose wares were saved as well as the lady’s powder-

puff box full of rattle snake rattles! Generations of mice 

and raccoons also resided there, leaving piles of evidence 

of their occupation! 

Main Floor Artifact Description 

The main floor of the home, while not as packed 

full as the attic, had a plethora of interesting and amusing 

artifacts displaying the lives of Agnes, Arno, and their relatives. If you were to walk into the 

home via Room 6 you would immediately be greeted with dozens of deer antlers, both loose and 

mounted in the European style. Taking a right into Room 3, outfitted as a dining room, there was 

an abundance of canning jars and cases full of canned goods along with several beautiful hide 

covered chairs. Contained within the pantry were fourteen full boxes of powdered sugar. One can 

only imagine the amount of sweets that Agnes planned to make with those. 

Room 1, one of the bedrooms, held a few artifacts of amusement for our volunteers. Over 

the sewing machine that Agnes used so often was a single, bare lightbulb hanging from the 

exposed cord. This light was the only artificial light in the room. The bedroom also held a 

wardrobe, in which a few odds and ends, such as several family bibles and Christmas 

decorations, were kept. One such decoration was fake snow made from asbestos. 

The kitchen, Room 2, is the only room with water access. A single spigot protruding from 

the exterior wall modernized this home for Agnes. Among several cook books, farmer’s 

almanacs, and gardening books, were the cooking supplies. Many years of pots, pans, and 

utensils can be found within the kitchen. 

The remainder of the house was filled with artifacts from Agnes’ life, just as you would 

imagine. Various periods of vintage clothing, along with material and printed feed sacks and 

hosiery from the mill in town, were found in the wardrobes throughout the home. Antique toys 

and trophies from the Comal County Fair were placed all about. A handmade wooden walking 

stick was found in the living room, Room 4. Crocks of all shapes and sizes were found both 

within the home and the smokehouse nearby. 
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Exterior Artifact Description 

Because of her age, Agnes Rauch Brandt, the last resident of the home, was unable to 

maintain the homestead as she would 

have in her earlier years. Between 

the times that Agnes left the property 

after her stroke and the society 

acquisition of the homestead, nature 

had begun to take back the land, but 

you could still see what made this 

property so valuable. With tender, 

loving care, and hundreds of 

volunteer hours spent cleaning up the 

property of the overgrown shrubbery, the character of the land began to show once more. Photo 

above of unknown date. 

Outside of the home there were artifacts lying right where Agnes had left them years 

before. Next to the garden that Agnes and her mother, Hulda, spent so much of their time caring 

for were many of their tools. There was a farm wagon that had deteriorated, along with many 

different types of horse-drawn farm equipment. You could tell that the cattle had been treated 

well, as there were still several empty molasses tubs throughout the yard. The hand dug well was 

a wonderful find, hidden under overgrown plants. There were also the rings from the large, squat 

cistern remaining on the land. These rings stumped us for some time, until we received 

photographs from the family, one of which was this cistern. 
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Future Plans 

The long 

term vision is to 

provide a place 

where adolescents 

who want to 

experience the 

pioneer life of early 

New Braunfels will 

have the opportunity 

to house and raise 

their livestock. 

Through a 

partnership with 4H and FFA, local school children will be able to experience animal husbandry 

as it was for the original inhabitants of this 

land. There will also be a program 

coordinated with the Comal Master 

Gardeners to have a garden for the children to 

work and grow their own produce. It is 

anticipated that there will be community 

interest and many visitors of all ages once the 

property is open to the public. To enhance the 

experience, visitors will be able to take classes such as soap making using some original molds 

found in the home. The photos above of unknown date show the exterior of the home. 

III. Significance  

The Arnold-Rauch-Brandt home and property is one of the very few completely original 

examples of German farm life with the 1852 limestone home, limestone barn, and limestone 

smokehouse completely intact, including the contents. The home is in very good condition and 

required very little exterior repair by the new owners.  A mile off of the main road, the property 

is in its original setting and was passed down through four generations of one family for nearly 
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160 years. Due to its remote location, it is a place where time stood still and shows how this 

family braved the frontier and how they survived from the early years to the present. 

Certainly the contents of the house and out-buildings show the resourcefulness and 

frugality of the early German immigrants that became tradition 

throughout the generations.  The land around the home shows 

their love of family, the land, plants and animals.  A plate on 

one of the bedroom walls reflects the moto that they lived by.  

It reads “GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.” 

The New Braunfels Conservation Society owns the 

property and is working to keep the buildings and contents 

intact.  Soon they will showcase the property to the public.  This place is truly unique and will 

benefit visitors of all ages as they experience the homestead environment and how the 

inhabitants survived. 

IV. Attachments 

Attachment #1 Floor Plans 
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