
Cypress Bend Park  

I.  CONTEXT 

 Cypress Bend Park is located at 503 Peace Avenue in New Braunfels, Comal County, 

Texas.  It is operated by the New Braunfels Parks and Recreation Department for the City of 

New Braunfels.  It was founded in 1927 first as Eiband Park, then City Park and finally, Cypress 

Bend Park.  It’s founding began when the Landa Family sold Landa Park, closing it to the public, 

thereby establishing a need for a public park.  It has been enjoyed by families for 90 years and 

continues to be a scenic spot in New Braunfels. The google image below shows its location in 

northeast New Braunfels along the bend of the beautiful Guadalupe River.

 

II.  OVERVIEW 

 Majestic cypress trees along the Guadalupe River could tell quite a story -- if only we 

could read those tree rings.  Tree rings would tell us that the first German settlers crossed the 

River in 1845 and entered New Braunfels at a site not far from Cypress Bend Park.  We would 

learn that Hermann Seele, first teacher in New Braunfels, crossed the flood-swollen Guadalupe 

River into today’s Cypress Bend Park.  There, he found Prince Carl’s workers cutting shingles 

for the newly founded town.  Prince Carl of Solms Braunfels, Germany, was the founder of New 



Braunfels under the auspices of the Adelsverein or the Society for the Protection of German 

Immigration in Texas. The same tree rings would tell us about more recent generations’ 

experiences: of birthday parties held at the Park’s Pavilion; of life-lessons learned as Scouts used 

the facility for their retreats; or simply, how children first learned to set a tent and bait a hook.  

We would learn that military troops from San Antonio’s Fort Sam Houston camped there.  We 

would also learn how families seeking the great outdoors continue to camp overnight at Cypress 

Bend Park, and about the 5K-Runs originating in Cypress Bend that helped create one New 

Braunfels Park and benefited several others.  The tree rings would also reveal great tragedy, 

whether it was a family’s drowning or floods brought by a raging Guadalupe River.  Let’s look 

now beyond the tree rings for an accounting of Cypress Bend Park. 

Origins 

Today, Cypress Bend is a 15-acre recreational, community park in New Braunfels.  The 

503 Peach Avenue address is bordered by the Guadalupe River to the east and by the Comal 

Cemetery to the west.   

Acquisition of this park space began in 1913 when Henry Kellermann sold to the City 

6.93 acres from the 1831 Veramendi tract.  The acreage was expanded in 1927 when the City 

used Promissory Notes to purchase adjacent land from E.A. and Ella Eiband.  Part of the 1927 

land purchase was set aside for the neighboring Comal Cemetery and the remainder was added to 

“Eiband Park,” as it was first known.  Commissioner’s minutes from October 1928, provide a not 

only unique insight into the community’s heritage and values but portend problems still known 

to the park’s personnel.  Park Commissioner Stratemann’s remarks, which follow, were 

unanimously approved.   

“Since the City had quite a Pecan crop on these premises he deemed it advisable to keep 

the place locked.  He estimated the crop would yield $100.00 at least and could be 

gathered by the City without additional expense but if the place would not be locked it 

would be impossible to keep plunderers from thrashing the trees and taking undue 

advantage of the opportunity to get something for nothing. 

Eiband Park was soon locked for the season. 

 In years immediately following the Eiband addition, the property was used largely as a 

tourist campground.   A screened camp house at the City’s Tourist Park was available for rental 

of $1.00 per day.    Commissioners had previously ordered signage to alert river visitors to 



potential hazardous stream depths.  These simple events placed the Park in the forefront of New 

Braunfels’s burgeoning tourist market, a vital segment of the city’s economy today. 

This era in New Braunfels Parks history should be examined closely as it reveals an 

important chapter in the park’s development. 

Landa Park, also in New Braunfels, was owned and operated as a private park by the 

Landa Family.  The famous “Landa’s Park” was sold in 1925 to Jarrett Investment Co. of San 

Antonio.  Within the following decade, the Great Depression forced Jarrett into bankruptcy and 

by 1935, a twelve-foot fence surrounded the foreclosed 

property.  New Braunfels had lost its iconic Landa Park.  It 

would be years before the park would reopen.  Meanwhile, 

Eiband Park, or City Park as it had come to be known, was 

becoming an increasingly popular touchstone of the New 

Braunfels community.  Picnic tables had been placed in the 

shade of pecan and cypress trees.  The park was also 

furnished with bath houses and an open-air pavilion, as well 

as a roofed meeting hall. The photo album photo left is of 

Norma Lea Kneupper at City Park in 1928.  New 

Braunfelsers now in their eighties fondly recall birthday 

parties held at the 

park.  Virgil Startz provided a photo (right) from a 

1932 family reunion that he attended when he was a 

boy.  He also recalls being baptized along with his 

brother, Willard, in the Guadalupe River at the City 

Park in 1938.  Pastor Todd was the pastor at First 

Baptist Church on Union and Main and chose the 

park for the baptism.  Virgil remembers many 

members coming to the baptism.  



In 1934, Fort Sam 

Houston Army Field 

Artillery soldiers conducted 

exercises in the park as 

shown in the photo (right).  

The open-air pavilion is 

visible to the right in the 

photo.  At some point, the 

open-air pavilion burned as 

shown in this photo below 

from the Sophienburg 

Museum and Archives.  The pavilion was eventually re-built and remnants of the early rockwork 

can be seen today.  There is also an amphitheater that was probably built in the early 1930s, the 

same time as the open-air pavilion.   



The following 2017 photos show the remaining rockwork and amphitheater.   

 





City Park was a wonderful option for families wishing to spend time together outdoors.  

Scouting events became increasingly popular and in the 1960s, the park was closed every 

first week of June so that Girl Scout Day Camp could be held.  City Park was the arena where 

Girl Scouts earned 

badges for setting up 

tents, program 

planning, and fire 

safety. Thursday 

night brought the 

sleep-over and with 

the camp’s 

proximity to the 

Comal Cemetery, 

facilitated a special 

expression of kids being kids.  Older Girl Scouts loved scaring the younger ones with ghost 

stories as they sat by campfires.  The photos on these pages are from Girl Scout camps at 

Cypress Bend.  Boy Scouts remember events also at the park. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Throughout remaining summer months when there were no camps scheduled, 

reservations secured the popular pavilion and campgrounds.  Horseshoe pits and swing sets were 

in full use.  This gentle, small-town atmosphere continued 

well into the 1960s.  

Bonfires were held in the 

park in the 1970s and 80s 

for the area high schools.  

The following photos 

were taken from New 

Braunfels High School 

yearbooks from the 

1970s.  The bonfire was a 

big pep rally event 

signaling an 

upcoming game with a big rival.  The bonfires were 

conducted on the large open plain next to the 

Guadalupe River.  This was also a way to clean up the 

town of debris.  

Tragedies 

     Along with the fond memories and good times 

experienced at the park, there were some difficult times 

and tragedies.  Although the Guadalupe River is 



beautiful, peaceful and calm most of the time, it can become a raging river experiencing floods 

rising over 30 feet at times and inundating the entire park.  The power of Cypress Bend Park’s 

eastern border, the Guadalupe River, reestablishes itself with regularity.  Soon after New 

Braunfels acquired City Park, the river’s torrent was experienced.  The July 4th holiday in 1932 

brought torrential rains to New Braunfels.  When those rains ended, the Guadalupe River had 

risen 35 feet.  Ancient trees and campsites along the river had been heavily damaged.    In “Flash 

Floods in Texas”, Burnett writes: 

“On July 3, the river hit a thirty-five-foot stage, which was higher than the 1913 flood 

stage.   

The overflow took out pecan and cypress trees that had survived fifty years of floods.” 

The Board of Commissioners Minutes from the period record: 

“The Mayor stated that the meeting had been called for the special purpose of inspecting 

the City’s various properties on the Comal and Guadalupe River banks...Park 

Commissioner Voigt is authorized unanimously…to make such repairs as he deems 

necessary…and that the Park Commissioner shall have signs or notices posted at the 

entrance of City Park on the Guadalupe River notifying all who enter, that danger exists 

on the premises due to logs and drift which had lodged in trees which might fall any 

moment etc, and that anyone entering the premises does so at his own risk.” 

 In 1935, the park was again torn by a raging Guadalupe River; that flood was called 

“historic.”    The pattern of a park, and indeed a community, ravaged by the rain swollen 

Guadalupe remains; although the pattern has changed somewhat.  While completion of Canyon 

Lake Dam in 1964 eased the river’s destructive flow, “Mother Nature” soon reclaimed the upper 

hand.  In 1972, 14 to 20 inches of rain fell in the Guadalupe River basin within a four-hour 

period.  The greater rainfall amounts fell between Canyon Lake Dam and New Braunfels.  Flood 

water poured through Cypress Bend Park, which soon required repair once more.  Certainly, 

these damaging floods are hard on park facilities, pavilion, and cypress tree alike.   

There were additional floods in 1952, 1998, 2002 and 2010.  In 2002, flood waters above the 

dam caused the lake to run over the spillway flooding everywhere below.   

 There were tragedies also.  Myra Lee Adams Goff remembers when she was 12 years 

old, an entire family drowned in the whirlpools caused by underwater boulders and swift water.  

Myra Lee remembered the event and seeing the grappling hooks used to comb the river looking 

for the bodies.  Her dad was the Landa Park manager at the time so they went to the park along 

with nearly the whole town to see what happened.  The date was August 15, 1944 and the 



drowning victims were Helen Hubertus and two of her children Marcella and Alphonse. Myra 

Lee also remembers that after that, the river at Cypress Bend was closed to swimming.  At a later 

time, she recalls that the large boulder was removed to prevent the danger. 

A Renaming 

 Following a 1963 suggestion by the Chamber of Commerce’s Parks Study Committee, 

City Park’s name was changed to Cypress Bend.  From the May 7, 1963 Herald-Zeitung, a letter 

was sent from Committee Chairman, Joe Faust to the City.  It stated that the city had made 

improvements to the park, removed driftwood, cleaned and maintained the grounds, and installed 

new restroom facilities. This work has made possible “an area available to the general public for 

overnight camping practically in the heart of our city.  All the advantages of a central location 

make this park a potential Mecca for the traveling-camping public.”  The letter continues with 

“To our knowledge, there is no public campground available anywhere that offers the beauty and 

serenity found in this area.”  On June 25, 1963, Carl F. Jechow was named caretaker of the park.  

He collected $1.50 per vehicle per day and kept a record of reservations for the pavilion to be 

rented for $2.50 per day and picnic tables rented for $1.00 per day.  Signs prohibiting swimming 

were posted.  Jechow’s compensation included all of each month’s admittance fees up to $100, 

50% of the second $100, and 20% of any fees over $200.  The City hoped to encourage tourism 

and thereby increase revenues.  While they were successful, that success also came with lessons 

in environmental stewardship.   

 Three major floods occurred on the Guadalupe River between 1972 and 1978.  During 

the years 1960 – 1980, the City’s population increased by 43%.  Change was coming to the park.  

Cypress Bend Park became known as a “hangout” for the “undesirable element.”  Something had 

to be done.   

A Resilient Park 

 In the mid-1980s, the Parks Board recommended that Cypress Bend Park be designated 

as the last tuber’s exit.  Today, Cypress Bend remains one of only three public access point on 



the rivers, in a town that has two rivers!  Other, more stringent regulations were also 

recommended for all New Braunfels Parks during that era.  An additional effect at Cypress Bend 

Park was a recommended early closing, a 

significant first step towards the park’s 

rehabilitation.  In 1986, local citizens worked 

through the Texas Highway Department’s 

“Keep Texas Beautiful” campaign and 

organized a cleanup which included the Park’s 

adjacent Guadalupe River.   

 In 1997, The City announced that Cypress 

Bend Park would be the site for a new venture.  

The Park was illuminated during the 

Christmas Season with 35 lighted displays 

which included reindeer jumping over the road 

and a giant triceratops playing the guitar.  The event drew a record 14,000 vehicles in 1999, but 

City Council soon deemed the event was not cost effective.  The new millennium also brought 

the end of the “Holiday of Lights”. 

 Recent fans of 

Cypress Bend Park are 

revealing new 

appreciation for the 

site.  The area offers 

picnic areas, a pavilion, 

restrooms, a playscape, 

fishing, swimming and 

a large open space.  

Comal County Birders 

have included the Park in the Audubon Society’s Annual Christmas Bird Count.  For over a 

decade, egrets, osprey, green kingfishers, and American killdeer, among many others, have been 

reported.  Kayakers find convenient access to the relative calm of Guadalupe River through 

Cypress Bend Park.  With one-mile of shoreline along the Guadalupe River, fly fishing has 



become an annual tournament event held each spring at Cypress Bend Park.  “Soul Searching”, a 

re-enactment of famous or forgotten local persons, utilizes 

Cypress Bend as a gateway to the event’s Comal 

Cemetery location.  Now in its fifth year, “Soul 

Searching” annually brings over 1,000 people through 

Cypress Bend Park.  A uniquely specialized event was 

held at the Park in 2014 as the International Society of 

Arboriculture (ISA) held a three-day tree climbing 

competition.  The winner advanced to the Society’s 

national competition.1  In 2017 the park received the Lone 

Star Legacy park designation. 

 In some respects, Cypress Bend remains a hidden 

treasure within the City of New Braunfels.  Its heritage 

cypress trees oversee new generations of visitors 

exploring the great outdoors and the ever increasingly 

popular Guadalupe River.  

 



III.  SIGNIFICANCE 

 For 90 years, Cypress Bend 

Park has provided recreation 

opportunities for the citizens of New 

Braunfels and visitors to the area.  

The beautiful park on the Guadalupe 

River has provided the setting for 

family reunions, fishing, boating, 

tubing, camping, picnicking, nature studies, bonfires, worship services and other various group 

gatherings.  Many memories were made from the time it was City Park to today.  Although there 

have been some tragedies experienced and the park has experienced the Guadalupe River 



flooding rampage, it remains a pristine public park for all to enjoy and new memories to be 

made.  It is a significant Texas Legacy Park and its story deserves to be remembered. 

 The image below from 1960 reflects the importance of the rivers to the city of New 

Braunfels in many ways and was one of the reasons for the founding of New Braunfels.  This 

image was recently published in the New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, August 6, 2017 along with 

the Sophienburg column by Keva Boardman.  The title was “Just a Grand Place to make a Living 

and a Grand Place to Live.”  The City Park or Cypress Bend Park is circled right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Timeline 

1845 New Braunfels founded by German Immigrants 

1927 New Braunfels pledges $10,100 to E.A. Eiband for 10+ acres of land beside Guadalupe 

 River  

1929 Wall Street collapse and The Great Depression begins 

1932 Guadalupe River floods 

1934 Fort Sam Houston’s Army Field Artillery bivouacs at City Park 

1935 Landa Park fenced-off and placed in receivership 

1936 Guadalupe River floods 

1944 Mother and two children drown while swimming in the Guadalupe River at the park 

1952 Guadalupe River floods 

1960s Girl Scouts of America’s summer camps 

1963 Name changed to Cypress Bend Park  

1972 Guadalupe and Comal River floods 

1979 Texas Speleological Association meeting at Cypress Bend Park 

1982 New Braunfels and Canyon High Schools hold bonfires at Cypress Bend Park 

1983 Miller Bar Olympics: Muscular Dystrophy Association benefit held 

1983 10TH Annual Aardvarck Motorcycle Rally held 

1986 Last tubers exit officially added 

1986 Keep Texas Beautiful Campaign: park and river cleanup 

1986  Bike-A-Rama: Cub and Boy Scout ride held 

1997 Holiday River of Lights begins 

1998 Guadalupe River floods 

2002 Guadalupe River floods 



2006 Annual Flashlight Easter Egg Hunt begun at Cypress Bend Park 

2010 “Soul Searching” begun in adjacent Comal Cemetery, with Cypress Bend Park used as a 

 gateway to the event. 

2010 Guadalupe River floods 

2011 3K Doggie Dash 

2011 Annual Dos Rios Splash and Dash 5K Walk and Run begun 

2013 First Annual Fly Fishing EXPO starts at Cypress Bend Park 

2014 Texas Tree Climbing Championship, an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) 

event 

2016 16th Annual Family Fun Campout 

2016 11th Annual Flashlight Egg Hunt 
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