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            EMMIE SEELE FAUST MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

I. CONTEXT 

The Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library Building, located at the corner of Coll Street  

and Magazine Avenue, served as the New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas, public library from 

1938 until 1969.  The New Braunfels Library Association was founded in 1928 to meet the need 

to better educate the growing community.  For ten years, the Association operated a public 

library at various locations around the downtown area. In 1937, Emmie Seele Faust spearheaded 

a combined effort between the City of New Braunfels, the Sophienburg Museum Association and 

the New Braunfels 

Library Association to 

give the public library a 

permanent home.  The 

native rock building 

was designed by 

architect, Jeremiah 

Schmidt and opened in 

1938. When the 

Dittlinger Memorial 

Library was built in 

1967 on the back of the 

property where the 

water well is noted, the 

Emmie Seele Faust 

Library building ceased 

to be the public library taking on a new use by housing the archive and artifact collections of the 

Sophienburg Museum.  When a new library was built in 1999, the Dittlinger Memorial Library 

facilities became part of the Sophienburg Museum and Archives.  In 2010, the Emmie Seele 

Faust Memorial Library building was restored and repurposed as a meeting hall and classroom. 

The building stands as a tribute to Emmie Seele Faust and the designer, Jeremiah Schmidt. The 

The Sanborn Map shows the location of the library building on 
Sophienburg Hill.
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color image below shows the current structures belonging to the Sophienburg Museum and 

Archives on Sophienburg Hill. 

II. OVERVIEW 

History of the Public Library 

Public libraries have five things in common:  they are generally supported by taxes; they 

are governed by a board to serve the public interest; they are open to all; every community 

member can access the collection; and use of the library is voluntary.  Libraries have evolved 

due to the printing press, paper, ink and publishing.  They also evolved over time due to an 

information-oriented middle class, population growth and higher literacy rates.  In Europe, 

libraries were becoming increasingly more public in the 18th century.  Books were large and 

often chained to desks.  As books became smaller, they could be loaned out.  It is interesting that 

novels were frowned upon in society; however, they were extremely popular.  Reading was not 

only for academic pursuit or spiritual guidance, it became a social activity.  The Royal Museum 

& Public Library opened in 1850 as the first free public library in England.  This was due to the 

Library Act of 1850 and the growth of the public library movement relied on donations from 
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philanthropists.  Public libraries developed in the 18th century in North America.  There was a 

push for education and the sharing of knowledge which led to free libraries.  Philanthropists such 

as Andrew Carnegie helped to fund public libraries.  The first modern small public library in the 

world supported by taxes was in New Hampshire established in 1833 and the first large public 

library supported by taxes was the Boston Public Library.  It opened its doors to the public in 

1854.  Carnegie libraries built between 1883 and 1929 numbered 1,689.  The American Library 

Association’s ethical commitment is that “no one should be denied information because he or she 

cannot afford the cost of a book or periodical.”  

History of the New Braunfels Libraries  

The City of New Braunfels was founded by German immigrants in 1845 under the 

auspices of the Adelsverein or the Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas.  

The area had no previous permanent settlements and was truly a frontier.  The settlers built their 

homes and businesses using local materials of timber, rock, handmade bricks and mortar.  There 

were many difficulties in settling the area but the settlement thrived.  Around the turn of the 20th 

Century, 50 years after the founding of the city, many advances in society filtered into central 

Texas.  These included the railroad, communication technology, industry and the conversion 

from a primarily German speaking population to one that also had mastered the English 

language.  Education of the children in the community was always one of the most important 

aspects of the community; Hermann Seele was been appointed as the first school teacher and 

held the first classes under the elm trees at the foot of Sophienburg Hill on August 11, 1845.  

Benevolent leaders of the community would have taken note of what was occurring in the rest of 

the world particularly in regard to education and libraries. 

The earliest documented library in New Braunfels was located in the Bruno Voelcker 

Drug Store on West San Antonio Street. It was advertised in the New Braunfels Zeitung on 

December 22, 1905, as a public exchange library.  

On June 15, 1928, a library opened in the small Landa building on the plaza under the 

direction of the newly formed New Braunfels Public Library Association.   From there, in 1929, 

the library moved to the Eiband Building located at 174 San Antonio Street.  The next move of 

the library collections was to Sophienburg Hill in 1933, first to the Sophienburg Museum and 

then to the newly built Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library building in September of 1938.  

Also in 1938, a test library was set up at Vollmar’s Store by the Texas State Library to determine 
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the permanence of a public library.  Eventually the library contents at the Sophienburg Museum 

and also the test library at Vollmar’s Store were moved to the new Emmie Seele Faust Memorial 

Library that remained the city public library from November 1938 to 1969.  

In 1967, the Dittlinger Memorial Library was built on Sophienburg Hill adjacent to the 

Emmie Seele Faust Library.  The Dittlinger Library building and property were given to the 

Sophienburg Association in 1999 for a new museum when the New Braunfels Public Library 

was built on Common Street.  

The Organization of the New Braunfels Public Library Association 

Information concerning the formation of the New Braunfels Public Library Association 

was obtained from the minutes of the association on file at the New Braunfels Public Library 

located on Common Street.  Interesting excerpts from the first year’s minutes are included.  The 

organization was composed of a group of community philanthropists interested in the 

advancement of society through education and sharing of knowledge. 

 On March 9, 1928, a number of citizens met in the home of Dr. Menan C. Hagler to draft 

a constitution and bylaws for a New Braunfels public library. After initial discussion the group’s 

consensus of opinion confirmed that New Braunfels needed a public library and that the time 

was ripe to proceed toward that goal. Officers elected at that meeting were Mrs. M. C. Hagler, 

chairman, and Mrs. Johnson, secretary. Six others elected to serve with the chairman and 

secretary on a standing executive committee were Mrs. J. R. Fuchs, Mr. Johnson, Mr. U. S. 

Pfeuffer, Father Beck, Rev. O. Bassler and Mrs. Carl Starr, who was elected as treasurer.  A 

committee was appointed to write the constitution and bylaws.  In addition, there was a Finance 

Committee, a Location Committee, a Book Committee, a Membership Committee, and a 

Publicity Committee.  

 The Executive Committee met on March 16, 1928.  The Location Committee reported 

that a room in the small Landa building on the plaza would be ideal as a place for housing the 

library, however, the Boy Scouts were currently meeting there and the association was unwilling 

to dispose them outright. A search was begun to find a suitable place for the Boy Scouts.  Also 

discussed was the membership fee of one dollar dues per year to join the association.  

Membership cards and privileges needed to be decided so the committee might begin enrolling 

members at once. Plans were made for a Book Shower and Social Entertainment to be held 

March 30th at the New Braunfels High School Auditorium.  Mrs. Pfeuffer became the Chairman 
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of Extensions and Improvement Committee.  Members of this committee were Mrs. John Faust 

(Emilie Seele Faust), and others.  

 According to the minutes of the March 23, 1928 meeting of the Executive Committee, the 

program was read for the Book Shower. Miss Clutter, the State Organizer for Libraries, will 

attend to speak and quite a program was being planned. The Location Chairman, Mr. Pfeuffer, 

reported that a suitable location had been found for the Boy Scouts and that the plans for the use 

of the small Landa building as a temporary home for the New Braunfels Pubic Library can now 

progress.  The Constitution and Bylaws Committee presented their work at this meeting and the 

constitution and bylaws were adopted.   

 At the May 22, 1928 meeting of the Central Committee at the new library building, the 

committee was informed of expenditures of $98.50 for equipment, shelving, tables, chairs and 

cards. The secretary was authorized to procure proper equipment for the implementation of the 

Dewey Decimal system. 

 The June 11, 1928 regular meeting of the association took place at the library building.  

Mrs. Rawson was appointed as a committee of one to furnish an article to the local paper about 

the opening of the library set for June 15th.  Mr. Sahm was given a list of books to be purchased 

by him on his trip to Austin the following day. The list named the following books by title: Royal 

Road to Romance, The Bridge of San Luis Rey, Christ of the Indian Road, and Count Luckner - 

The Sea Devil.  Mr. Sahm was also instructed to look into the purchase of a classification book 

on this trip.  

 The regular meeting of the New Braunfels Library Association was held August 15, 1928 

and it was decided to purchase children’s books written by Hamilton W. Mabie, and an offer 

from Miss Alma Bayha of Laredo for bound magazines was also gratefully accepted.  

 Members met in regular session September 10, 1928 and Mrs. Hagler, president, 

presented the idea that book reviews of current literature should be conducted every two weeks.  

A list of six reviewers was formulated with Mrs. J. H. Schleyer as the first reviewer.  

 On Monday, December 10, 1928, the Board of Directors passed a motion to have printed 

cards mailed soon after Christmas to solicit membership renewals and new applications.  Mrs. 

Schleyer was elected to the position of reporter to provide a news item to the local newspaper 

each week regarding the library.  
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 The first meeting of the new year was held on January 14, 1929, at the home of President 

Hagler.  Old business included the vote to send thank you notes to Harry Landa and Jack Eiband 

for the use of their buildings.  A vote of thanks was also extended to the location Committee, 

Rev Bassler and Mr. Pfeuffer for the prompt work in finding a new location.  

 The Board of Directors of the New Braunfels Public Library Association met on May 16, 

1929, and the annual election of officers was conducted.  The following were elected by 

acclamation:  Mr. U. S. Pfeuffer, president; Mrs. M. C. Hagler, vice-president; Mrs. James 

Eiband, secretary; and Mrs. Lottie Druebert, treasurer. Suggestions were voiced for raising funds 

with one idea to hold a ‘cabaret’ at Landa Park providing entertainment and serving 

refreshments.  It was suggested that the Publicity Committee produce a number of write-ups on 

the works of the library, new books, and how to use the library for the local newspapers to use as 

news items.  

 Move from Downtown to Sophienburg Hill 

In 1933, the library was moved to the newly built Sophienburg Museum where it was 

placed with the understanding that this would be temporary until larger accommodations could 

be found.  Mrs. Emmie Seele Faust voiced her desire to build a library to New Braunfels Mayor 

H. F. Fischer as a memorial under the condition it would be placed on Market Square. The offer 

was accepted by the City Commission.   

 The city library was never built on Market Square, instead, the Sophienburg Association 

donated land for the site of a public library on Sophienburg Hill.  Sophienburg Association 

President R. H. Wagenfuehr presented the deed to the City Commission.  Architect Jeremiah 

Schmidt began working on plans for the building.  Although not at the Market Square, Mrs. 

Faust donated $5000 to the city for the library building to be known as “Emmy Seele Faust 

Memorial Library.”  The library was scheduled to open in the fall of 1938.   

In July of 1938, a test library also opened for use by city and rural people of Comal 

County.  This was made possible by the Texas State Library.  Mr. Bill Vollmar supplied space in 

his store downtown free of charge.  Jahn Furniture Company transported the books free. The one 

thousand to two thousand books covered a wide range of both old and new books and a wide 

assortment of subjects. The public’s use of this library would determine its permanence.  
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 The test library at Vollmar’s had grown to over 400 registrants in a month. Circulation 

exceeded the thousand mark. B. C. Homeyer, the school librarian, had arranged for the library. 

The library was open every day without charge.  Books were checked out for one week.  

It was noted in the Herald newspaper on September 9, 1938, that George E. Nowotny 

was the chairman of the “People’s Library Movement of Texas,” locally and at the state level, 

and he was very supportive of Mrs. Emmie Seele Faust’s endeavors to build a library.  In the 

1930s of the 254 counties in Texas, only 19 had free public libraries. 

The temporary library at the Sophienburg Museum was being supervised by the Library 

Association and maintained by subscription.  The City Commissioners and Mayor Sippel were of 

the opinion this group would continue to supervise the library once the new building is 

completed since the city could not assume any obligation of operation other than maintenance of 

the building and grounds.  

 All the books housed at the Sophienburg Museum were turned over to the Library 

Association for the new library.  The six board members were:  Mrs. Carl Ohm, Mrs Julius 

Schleyer, Ernest Klappenbach, Raymond Bartram, Mrs. Carl Willie and Mathilde Bock.  

Contributions to this free library would be appreciated.  The books located at Vollmar’s were 

also taken to the Sophienburg Museum and then the new library.  

 An informal open house was held in the new building hosted by Raymond Bartram, the 

new president of the Library Association. The library’s hours were 8:30am to 8:00pm, six days a 

week.  The new Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library opened in November 1938 to the public 

with 250 visitors.  The Rialto Theatre had a Book Matinee with the price of admission being one 

readable book.  The new librarian was Bruno C. Homeyer, formerly the librarian at New 

Braunfels High School and his two assistants were Mrs. Bulgerin and Mrs. Erna Wegemann. 

Mrs. Faust’s donations eventually totaled $7439.37 to complete the library.  

 In the period from 1954 thru 1964 the number of books on the shelves more than 

doubled, the circulation nearly tripled, and the number of patrons more than doubled. The 

Emmie Seele Faust Library met most of the minimum requirements for libraries serving 

communities the size of New Braunfels. Building facilities and number of personnel were the 

only two areas that were lacking.  

 In 1967, the Dittlinger Memorial Library was constructed on the grounds purchased 

behind the Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library, taking over the full functions of the original 
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library.  The Faust Library Building then became the archival storage area for the Sophienburg 

Museum and Archives following the wishes of Mrs. Faust. She had long foreseen the day when 

the small library would no longer service the growing community and wanted the old library to 

revert to Sophienburg ownership.   

The Dittlinger Memorial Library was replaced by the New Braunfels Public Library on 

Common Street in October 1999.  The Dittlinger Memorial Library building remained vacant for 

several years until its renovation in 2003 to house the new Sophienburg Museum and Archives. 

The Emmie Seele Faust Library building and the 1933 Sophienburg Museum were used as 

collection storage. 

The Sophienburg Memorial Association 

In order to fully understand the New Braunfels Public Library Association, one must also 

understand the Sophienburg Memorial Association because their relationships are intertwined.  

In 1925, The Hippolyt Dittlinger family received a portrait of Prince Carl of Solms-

Braunfels, the founder of New Braunfels, from the royal couple living in the Braunfels castle at 

the time.  The Dittlingers were presented with the portrait and the request that it be placed in the 

New Braunfels museum.  Since there was no museum in New Braunfels, Mrs. Dittlinger 

organized a museum association to appropriate funds to build one.  The association was headed 

by S. V. Pfeuffer and the group had their eye on the Sophienburg Hill property owned by Mrs. 

Johanna Runge of Austin.  She agreed to sell the property for $5,026.  The group became the 

Sophienburg Memorial Association.  “Sophienburg,” was the name Prince Carl gave to the hill 

on which he intended to build a fort to protect the early settlers.  In 1845, a cornerstone was set, 

but no fort was built, only a log structure that became the headquarters of the Adelsverein or the 

Society for the Protection of German immigrants in Texas.   

After securing the hill property from Mrs. Runge, a combined museum and library was 

designed by local architect Jeremiah Schmidt and completed on October 8, 1933.  Jeremiah 

Schmidt would also design the Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library a few years later. A portion 

of this same association property was sold to the City of New Braunfels to build the Faust 

Library. 

 Emmie Seele Faust Family History 

Emilie Aurelie Seele was born to Friedrich Hermann and Mathilde (Blum) Seele 

September 15, 1867 in New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas.   
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Emilie’s father, Hermann, was an extraordinary person and no doubt had an influence on 

Emilie just as he had on the entire community.  Hermann Seele was an extremely gifted person.  

He wrote prose, plays, poetry and was a musician.  He organized a drama club and had a long 

history of service to the community as district clerk, Justice of the Peace, postmaster, mayor, 

major in the Confederate Army and state legislator.  He organized the Volunteer Fire Department 

and helped Ferdinand Lindheimer establish the first newspaper.  As a lawyer, he successfully 

defended the citizens of New Braunfels in a suit to take away their land.  Seele immigrated to 

Texas in 1843 and arrived in New Braunfels in 1845.  Seele was the first appointed school 

teacher for which he was honored by the naming of Seele Elementary School years later. For 56 

years, Hermann Seele was the secretary of the German Protestant Church where the Seele Parish 

Hall is named after him.  He is given credit for organizing the City’s first Kindermaskenball 

(children’s masked dance) in 1856 and also for building the first local amusement hall on his 

property.  His daughter Emilie had big shoes to fill. 

Emilie Seele and John Faust married April 29, 1893 in New Braunfels, Comal County, 

Texas.  John Faust was born to Martin and Gertrude (Bertram) Faust May 29, 1860.  Twins were 

born to Emilie (Seele) and John Faust: unnamed Boy Faust (1893 - 1894) and Bernice Theresa 

“Stella” Faust (1893-1908.)  Neither child survived to adulthood. 

Emilie Faust was one of nine incorporators and served on the first Board of Directors 

after the incorporation of the Sophienburg Association on March 5, 1933.  

 John Faust was the type of business man who, while fundamentally conservative, had the 

vision to foresee progress and keep pace with development. This played an important part in the 

success of his own business and with the passing of years, made Faust enterprises (partners in 

this endeavor were John Faust, his brother, Peter Faust, and Hippolyt Dittlinger) a force to be 

reckoned with in and around New Braunfels.  He was vice-president and a member of the board 

of directors of the First National Bank of New Braunfels. He was interested in farming, owned 

numerous farms, and was also a large cotton buyer for this area.  Before going into banking John 

Faust was one of the partners that owned and operated the Dittlinger Flour Mill in New 

Braunfels.  He sold his share to Mr. Dittlinger in the mid-1890s.  
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 Emilie (Seele) and John Faust carried on their families’ traditions of service to the 

community.  Mr. and Mrs. Faust had an ideal married life, she 

sharing with him his ideas of service, and they found a happy 

comradeship in the many years of their life together. They counted 

their friends by the hundreds, both in and around New Braunfels.  

Emilie became a leading benefactress of New Braunfels, and over 

the course of time, acquired the nicknames of “Emmie” or “Emmy.” 

To many she was known as “Tante Emmie” or Aunt Emmie.  

 John Faust died on March 30, 1926 and Emilie Seele Faust died on 

September 26, 1957; both are buried in the Comal Cemetery, New 

Braunfels, Comal County, Texas.  Following in the footsteps of her father, Emmie Seele Faust 

contributed much to 

her beloved city 

during her 90 years.  

Construction of 

the Emmie Seele 

Faust Memorial 

Library Building  

The Emmie 

Seele Faust 

Memorial Library 

Building was 

designed by 

Jeremiah Schmidt 

and built by Edwin Hanz. The building was renovated in 2010 to be used as an event and 

meeting space.  Unfortunately, the photograph on the next page from the Sophienburg Collection 

of unknown date, is the only historic photo found of the building. 

 
Emmie Seele Faust 

 
Architect Jeremiah Schmidt’s rendering of the future building. 
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The Emmie 

Seele Faust building is 

rectangular, 

approximately 65 feet 

by 30 feet, with a 

perimeter wall set on 

cedar post pier and 

beam.  There is a 

small crawl space 

under the structure.  

The perimeter walls 

are set on a bell-

shaped foundation that extends several feet underground.  The foundation is made from rock and 

concrete.  During the restoration it was noted that the foundation was in excellent condition with 

no cracks found.  Water was also not able to penetrate under the building due to the shape of the 

foundation. 

The rock façade is red and white native natural fieldstone on two-inch by six-inch ship-

lap, diagonally set, pine on frame 

construction.  During the restoration, 

the interior sheet rock walls were 

replaced after adding insulation. On 

one corner of the building, the rock 

and mortar had to be repaired but it 

was determined that the damage was 

not due to a foundation flaw. During 

the restoration, the ceiling was 

removed exposing the original 

wooden beams and ceiling.  The wood was cleaned, sanded and had clear-coat applied.  Exposed 

air-conditioning duct work was used to replace the previous system. A ceiling with crawl space 

was left over the small rooms at both ends of the building. All of the ceiling beams and hardware 

are original. 
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The floors are original pine over a diagonally-set wooden subfloor.  During the 

refinishing of the floors, electrical outlets were installed in the floors. 

The front of the building is “U” shaped 

with the front door set back in a covered porch 

area.  The front door is original as is the 

wrought-

iron 

window 

grates 

and gate.  

Upon 

entering 

the front door, there are two small rooms on either side of 

the door that serve as restrooms.  

Originally, one of the rooms was a 

restroom and one a storage closet.  

The front windows are double-hung, wooden windows.  All of the 

exterior light fixtures have been replaced with the exception of the fixture 

over the sign at the front of the 

building.  The porch floor tiles are 

original as are the front steps leading 

to the building.  Original bullnose-

metal edging has kept the steps in 

excellent condition.  At an 

unknown time, the front wrought-iron step railing was replaced for 

improved building access, replicating the wrought-iron pattern.  

Upon entering the front door, the original “doorbell” signals entry.  
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The side door and smaller windows with wrought-iron are original.  Over the exterior 

doors and windows, the lintels are cast concrete.  It is thought 

that the back door was added at a later date as the lintel is 

different from the other two original doors.   

In the interior of the building at the back, was the 

original library office and periodical room.  This was a 

separate room from the main library space.  During the 

restoration, the library office was converted to a small 

kitchen and storage closet. 

The roof type is gable with the original terracotta, ceramic roofing tiles in place.  During 

the restoration, the roofing tiles were removed to apply new decking with ice and water shield.  

The tiles were then carefully replaced without removing the patina formed over the years.  A few 

of the broken tiles were replaced with new tiles placed on 

an unseen ridge of the building. 

Originally, the side and back nine-pane windows 

opened allowing for air circulation as there was no air-

conditioning in the original building.  At an unknown date, 

the windows were boarded up on the outside and air-

conditioning installed in the building.  When the boards 

were removed during the restoration process in 2010, most of the windows had deteriorated and 

had to be rebuilt.  They were rebuilt to match the windows that were original to the building.  All 

of the nine-pane windows have original angle-iron metal at the top of the windows. 

This beautifully constructed and restored building was constructed to last and stands as a 

testament to the skill of the architect and builder. 

            Jeremiah Schmidt, Architect  

Jeremiah (Jimmie) Schmidt was a well-known and respected architect in New Braunfels.  

He was born May 11, 1903 in Manhattan, New York to Jacob Schmidt (1870-1956) and Minna 

“Mendl” Rosenwasser Schmidt (1875-1968).  His parents were from Bardejov, Slovakia and 

spoke German and English.  Jacob sailed in 1897 to New York with his wife and son, Max 

(1893-1993) who was born in Slovakia.  Six years after their arrival in New York, Jeremiah 
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was born.  Heading towards Seguin, Texas, Jacob sold dry goods and household wares along the 

way out of a wagon hitched to a mule. He opened his first store in Seguin, Texas, with his 

brother-in-law. The family was listed as living in Guadalupe County in the 1910 census.  They 

soon moved to New Braunfels in 1914 because of the predominant German language. In 1928, 

Jacob Schmidt bought the building that now houses the Phoenix Saloon at the corner of San 

Antonio Street and Castell Avenue, changing the name on the outside, front, top of the building 

to Schmidt.  He and his wife operated a clothing store for the next 60 years.  At one point, Max 

joined in the business changing the name of the store to Jacob Schmidt and Son. 

In the 1930 census, Jeremiah is listed as living with his mother and father in New 

Braunfels.  Jacob is listed as a merchant of dry goods and Jeremiah 

is listed as an architect.  A portion of the 2nd floor of the Schmidt 

building was converted into an apartment and Jeremiah lived there 

with his parents.  Jeremiah Schmidt designed the Frueholz Building 

for Dr. Frederick Frueholz, Jr. and was also a patient and friend.  

Dr. Frueholz reported that Jeremiah received his degree in 

architecture from Rice University in Houston, Texas.  He was also a 

member of the New Braunfels Public Library Association and the 

Sophienburg Memorial Association.  Jeremiah Schmidt died in 

1972 and is buried along with his family in the Agudas Achim Cemetery in San Antonio, Texas. 

The photo to the right of Jeremiah Schmidt is from the Schmidt Family collection. 

A collection of blueprints housed at the Sophienburg Museum and Archives of buildings 

designed by Jeremiah Schmidt. Some of the notable buildings include the Bock Motor Company 

Building (now the Catholic thrift shop), the Frueholz Building, Seele Parish House, Original 

Sophienburg Museum Building, and of course the Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library 

Building.   

Restoration of the Emmie Seele Faust Library Building 

Plans for the Seele Faust Memorial Library Building were announced in 2009 to convert 

the historic building into a public meeting room and classroom.  Renovation and restoration was 

begun in 2010. Since late 2011, the Emmie Seele Faust Library building has provided a special 

facility for educational programming as well as a comfortable meeting venue for public and 



  

 Page 15 of 15 

private functions in the community under the stewardship of the Sophienburg Museum and 

Archives.  It is a fitting memorial to its original donor, Emmie Seele Faust.  

III. SIGNIFICANCE 

The library movement was significant all over the world and resulted in the access of 

books for everyone regardless of background.  It was a 

means of educating a society.  Due to printing 

technologies, books were available to take home and 

reading became a pleasurable hobby.  Organizations 

such as the New Braunfels Public Library Association 

and the Sophienburg Memorial Association and 

benefactors such as Emmie Seele Faust were 

responsible for building libraries and providing 

public 

access 

to 

books and periodicals.  In New Braunfels, the Emmie 

Seele Faust Memorial Library was the first building 

dedicated to this purpose.  The building, designed by 

architect Jeremiah Schmidt, was built to last and has 

been in existence since 1938.  The beautifully restored 

building continues to bring back many fond memories 

of visits to the library for children and adults, as 

pictured in the Sophienburg Collection photographs. Its new life assures its place in memories 

still to come. 

 

Narrative contributers were: Wilfred Schlather, Marlena Schlather, Rosa Linda DeLaCerda, John 

Coers, Myra Lee Goff, Keva Boardman and Karen Boyd.  Information was obtained from the 

Sophienburg Museum and Archives and the New Braunfels Public Library. Photos are from the 

Sophienburg Collection, John Coers, the Schmidt family collection and Karen Boyd. 


