
Albert & Marie Kopplin House 

I. Context 

 The Albert & Marie Kopplin House is located at 564 South Hill Avenue in New 

Braunfels, Comal County, Texas.  It is an excellent, well cared-for example of late 19th century 

Victorian architecture made popular by the arrival of the railroad and the trend away from the 

use of local handmade building materials with the use of machine and industrially manufactured 

resources.  The home was built and lived in by wealthy county ranch families that participated in 

city society as well as ranch life.  It represents the success of the community and its inhabitants 

as well as the family relationships developed while balancing city and ranch life.  The home 

noted on the image below shows its location within the city of New Braunfels.

 

 

 

 



II. Overview 

Early New Braunfels 

 New Braunfels, Comal County was founded on March 21, 1845 by Prince Carl of Solms-

Braunfels, Germany.  For many years, the city and county were largely populated by German 

settlers or those of German descent.  The city was settled and then ranches were acquired in the 

county.  The success of the area was attributed to agriculture, mainly farming and ranching, and 

the accompanying milling industry.  In the early years, homes were made from locally available 

materials.  They were constructed of stacked logs, fachwerk utilizing cross timbers with either 

brick or rock infill, or from cut stone.  These types of building techniques were used until the 

railroad revolutionized home building that made manufactured supplies available.  This home 

was built during this period in history brought about by the railroad.  

Albert and Marie Kopplin 

 The Kopplin-Leitch house was built in 1892 by Albert and Marie Caroline Hitzfelder 

Kopplin as a home in New Braunfels that would eventually serve as their retirement home. 

 Albert Kopplin was born in Beatenhof, in then Pomerania, Germany, January 23, 1845.  

His parents, Carl Ferdinand and Carolina Brietzke Kopplin, immigrated to Comal County in 1852 

when Albert was seven.   Albert drove freight from the Texas coast to 

the Comal County area and later became 

a successful farmer and rancher in 

Vogel's Valley, on the Cibolo Creek in 

southwestern Comal County, near 

Bulverde and Schoenthal.  The photo on 

the left is Albert Kopplin and the photo 

on the right is Marie Hitzfelder Kopplin. 

 Albert married Marie Caroline Hitzfelder on May 3, 1873, 

in Comal County.  Marie was born December 12, 1851 in Comal County to Leonard and Maria 

Barbara Denzer Hitzfelder.  In January 3, 1874, daughter Emma was born in Bulverde, Comal 

County, Texas, to Albert and Marie.  In the 1880 Comal County census, Albert is listed as a farmer, 

age 33.  Marie is listed as keeping house, age 26, and Emma is listed as a daughter, age 7. 



 In 1891, Albert Kopplin purchased lots 13, 14, 15, and 16, of block 2, with Grand Avenue 

(now called Hill Avenue) on one side of the property and Academy Avenue on the other.  This 

property was deeded to the Kopplins from Emma Jahn out of the Jahn Addition. The parcel was 

one of the first developed in the new Jahn Addition after 1890.   They built the house on lots 14 

and 16 on Grand Avenue that later became 564 Hill Avenue.  Lots 13 and 15 were on the Academy 

Avenue side of the property. 

 At the time that the home was built, 

Grand Avenue, located near the crest of 

Sophienburg Hill, overlooked the town of 

New Braunfels and therefore had a “grand” 

view of the city.  Several other houses built 

about the same time shared the same prime 

view of the town.  The Hofheinz House next 

door which is an RTHL, was originally on 

Grand Avenue, but now it resides at 548 Hill 

Avenue.  The image above is extracted from a 1922 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map. 

Emma and Gustav Pfeuffer 

 Emma Kopplin married Gustav “Gus” Pfeuffer in 1893.  Gus was born on March 19, 1869 

in Comal County on the Pfeuffer family ranch to George Valentine and Wilhelmina Schulz 

Pfeuffer. Gus was the grandson of Johann George and Anna 

Barbett (Barbara) Brosche Pfeuffer who had immigrated to 

New Braunfels in 1845 from Obernbreit, Germany, aboard the 

ship Washington. According to Gus’ obituary, he became one 

of the most successful cattlemen in the county. The photo on 

the left is Emma Kopplin Pfeuffer. 

 Emma and Gus had two daughters, Thekla, born in 1894, and 

Else (later known as Elsie), born in 1896, and a son, Albert 

Pfeuffer, born in 1899.  Although the two girls did not have 

heirs, Albert had three children.  The family lived on the 

Pfeuffer Ranch north of New Braunfels off FM 306. 



History of the Property 

 According to Albert Kopplin’s obituary published in 1929, he resided in the Bulverde and 

Schoenthal areas of Comal County where he was a successful rancher and stock farmer. According 

to the 1900 Census, Kopplin lived on “Union Hill,” the area that included Hill Avenue (former 

Grand Avenue), with his wife Marie, daughter Emma Pfeuffer and granddaughter “Etekla,” later 

Thekla Pfeuffer, who had just started grade school in New Braunfels. The census lists his 

occupation as capitalist, which referred to someone living off income from stocks, land or other 

similar investments.  

 Because Gus and Emma lived on the Pfeuffer Ranch out of town, daughters Thekla and 

Else (Elsie) stayed with their grandparents Albert and Marie 

Kopplin, at 564 Hill Avenue during the week so they could go to 

school, then went back to the ranch on the weekends. The photo 

left is Elsie and the photo right is 

Thekla.  This multi-generational 

arrangement allowed the Pfeuffer 

children to obtain a high school 

education that county schools 

could not provide.  Most of the 

county schools were one-room 

school houses that went through the eighth grade and did not 

include high school.  Education of 

their children was very important 

to the Pfeuffers, and they wanted 

the girls to attend high school.  The ranch life also lacked the social 

life available in the city.  While living in New Braunfels, the 

children took part in social activities, like the Kindermaskenball 

(Children’s masked dance), where in 1908, Thekla and friends 

dressed as Rough Riders.  Thekla is shown second to the left in the 

picture to the right. 



  The photo below is of the New Braunfels High School Class of 1913.  Elsie is the first 

student standing on the left.  Thekla 

went to the Whitis School in Austin.  

When the girls finished 

school, they married professional 

men.  Elsie married Udo Haarmann 

and moved to San Antonio.  They 

had one son, Udo, Jr., who never 

married.  Thekla married Dr. Rennie 

Wright, a physician and surgeon 

who became the “town doctor” in 

New Braunfels.  The Wrights were prominent both in service to the community and in select social 

circles throughout their adult lives.  The photo on the 

right is of Dr. Rennie and Thekla Wright during 

World War I. 

 In this way, the house spanned the latter part 

of the 19th Century and the beginning of the 20th, not 

just as a place to retire for a Comal County rancher, 

but also a place for two county girls to stay with their 

grandparents while they went to school in town.  The 

Queen Anne architecture of 564 Hill Avenue represented the era, as its inhabitants represented the 

developing symbiotic relationship between the town and county. 

 Albert and Marie Kopplin lived in the house at 564 Hill Avenue until Marie’s death in 

1921.  Albert then moved to the Pfeuffer Ranch off FM 306, where his daughter Emma cared for 

him until 1926, when he moved back to the Hill Avenue home to live with his granddaughter 

Thekla.  In 1928, the year prior to his death, Kopplin gave the property to his daughter Emma, who 

deeded it to her three children in 1929.  It appears that the property was used as a rental property 

or part-time home following Albert Kopplin’s death, as census records and anecdotal details 

provided by descendants show that it was not a homestead property during the period from 1930-

1945.    



 In 1945, the Pfeuffers’ three children sold the property to Tom C. and Martha Adare. A 

bathroom was added to the front bedroom before that purchase, according to a granddaughter of 

the Adare’s.  The Adares lived in the home until Martha’s death.  They had given the Academy 

Avenue half of the property to their daughter Virginia and her husband R. L “Whitey” Stolinski 

soon after their marriage, and Tom Adare lived with them the rest of his life in the nearby home 

on Academy Avenue after Martha died.   

 The Stolinski’s son Tom lived in the 564 Hill Avenue home until it was sold to Ernesto 

and Christina Solis in 1971.  The Solises sold the property in 1989 to Bill and Bonnie Leitch, who 

lived next door in the Hofheinz Home at 548 Hill Avenue.  In the 1970s, the Leitches enclosed 

part of the back porch, adding a utility room, and improved the bathroom so the home could be 

used as rental property.  The Leitches sold the property to S. Brock Blomberg in 2018.  

The House Exterior 

 Architecturally, the house is a t-plan Eastlake-style Victorian dwelling with a cross-gabled 

roof clad in corrugated metal with a shed-roof entry porch. The exterior is clad in lap wooden 

siding and the original 4/4 and 2/2 wooden windows are intact. The front gable projection has a 

mansard roof canopy with 

saw-tooth millwork. The 

front porch is supported by 

chamfered wooden porch 

posts and has an intricately 

carved wooden gingerbread 

frieze and balustrade. The primary entry is located at the junction 

of the front gable and wing and consists of a single, hinged door 

with a fixed stained-

glass transom. Secondary entrances on the rear 

façade also have transom windows. There are two 

internal brick chimneys. An accessory structure that 

was a garage and washhouse was added to the 

property circa 1925.  



 The house structure itself is an excellent local example of Folk Victorian architecture, 

which was a popular residential building style in New Braunfels from circa 1885-1900. During 

this period, the advent of the railroad and advances in steam engine technology made the use of 

decorative wooden elements less expensive and more common.  

 Character-defining features of the style include the gable front and wing form, exuberant 

wooden decorative elements borrowed from the Italianate and 

Queen Anne styles, and untextured, simply clad exterior walls.  

Aside from its cultural and economic significance, the house 

stands much as it did in 1892, except for the addition of a 

bathroom prior to 1945 and the enclosure of the utility room in 

the 1990s within the back porch.  The back bedroom was added 

in the late 1890s to early 1900s to accommodate additional guests 

staying in the home.  Changes to the home can be chronicled by 

subtle changes to the pine lap siding.  The photo left is the utility 

room enclosed in the 1990s with exterior walls left intact.  

Unfortunately, no historic photo of the home is available.   

The House Interior  

 The interior walls were probably originally covered in wallpaper but are now covered in 

plaster.  The floors are all original long leaf pine and the back-

bedroom flooring matches, even though the room was added 

very early in the history of the 

home.  The home was heated 

originally by wood stoves as there 

are two brick chimneys present.  

Most of the sash weighted pine 

windows are original.  One of the 

windows in the front room is four-

over-four, probably used for 

decorative purposes, while most of the other windows are two-over-



two, all with wavy 

glass.  The kitchen 

was remodeled 

probably in the 

1940s, and two 

windows replaced at 

that time.  Many of 

the doors are original, and all of 

the transoms are original.  The 

ceilings are original.  Much of 

the decorative woodwork and 

hardware is original but varies 

in design.  One room cupboard 

and one room closet have been 

added in the bedrooms. 

 

III. Significance  

 The house and its inhabitants represented a way of life in New Braunfels and surrounding 

Comal County that was common for ranch families in the last half of the nineteenth century and 

the beginning of the twentieth.  Because the original members of the German immigrant 

community received a city plot and land in the county to ranch or farm, that property arrangement 

grew to become a bond between members of extended families living in town and country that 

benefitted both parties. In this situation, the mother and children members of the farm or ranch 

families lived in town during the week to attend school and social functions and returned to the 

farm or ranch on the weekend. Extended families developed and formed lasting ties spanning 

multiple generations.  Farming and ranching were important to the success of early New Braunfels, 

and the families that built and inhabited this home were very successful ranchers and farmers.  This 

house construction represents the first type of construction away from the German vernacular that 

used locally found building materials.  This construction made use of mill-sawn lumber and 



industrially made parts made accessible by the railroad.  The style of home was very popular and 

a trend away from the “old fashioned” German immigrant vernacular home. 
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