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Prince Carl of Solms and Lady Sophie of Salm-Salm 

           
Source:  Sophienburg Museum and Archives 

 

 SOPHIENBURG HILL  

 CONTEXT. 

Several years after Texas became an independent republic in 1836, it gained the interest of 

Europeans, in particular noblemen from various German states.  Stories from early adventurous 

German settlers and travelers painted a wonderful picture of great expanses of land, freedom of 

religion, freedom to pursue a living outside that which would be dictated from birth, and much 

more.   

In the 1840s, a group of German noblemen decided to capitalize on these opportunities by 

forming an organization, the Adelsverein or Verein with the purpose of purchasing land in Texas 

and to colonize Germans there.  Prince Carl of Solms-Braunfels was named the Adelserein’s first 

Commissioner General and given the responsibility for the German colonization of Texas.  

While they failed to achieve many of their objectives, the accomplishments of the Adelsverein 

and Prince Carl resulted in the largest single migration of Germans to the United States.  New 

Braunfels proudly claims to be the only city in Texas founded by a prince.   

Just days after the founding of New Braunfels on March 21, 1845, Prince Carl had a log 

fortress built, naming it the 

Sophienburg in honor of his fiancée 

Sophie of Salm-Salm.  The structure 

was constructed on top of a small hill 

overlooking the newly founded town.  

The hilltop was called several names 

including the Vereinsberg, 

Sophienburg Hill, or simply the Hill 

Property.  The primary portion of this 

hill is now the Sophienburg Museum and Archives. 

Over the past 170 years, the Sophienburg grounds at 401 West Coll Street have kept alive 

the memory of both those who survived and those who died to start their life anew in the Texas 

Hill Country.  Sophienburg Hill became the site of the first museum, two public libraries, and 

now serves as the site for the Sophienburg Museum and Archives.  Forward thinking citizens, 

with an appreciation of their shared past, have ensured that the grounds reflect on the history of 

the German immigration, the town’s founding, and its ongoing growth. 
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Seal 

 
Source:  Geue, 

p. xiii.  (Endnotes) 

 OVERVIEW.   

A. Early History.  

The first inhabitants of the present New Braunfels area were Native American tribes that 

were drawn by Las Fontanas or Comal Springs.  Its plentiful water supply was a favorite 

camping spot for the Tonkawa, Lipan, Karankawa, Coahuiltecan, Kickapoo, Waco, and 

Comanche.  Eventually, European explorers also visited the springs, using a trail that became the 

El Camino Real de los Tejas (Literally, "The Royal Way of Texas"), also referred to by the 

shortened name, El Camino Real.   

When the Mexican flag flew over Texas, the vice-governor of Texas and Coahuila, Juan de 

Veramendi, petitioned the Mexican government in 1825 for 11 leagues of land, which also 

included the Comal Tract.  When Veramendi died, his daughter Maria Veramendi and husband 

Rafael Garza, inherited the tract of land, a part of which later became the site of New Braunfels. 

The Republic of Texas declared its independence from Mexico and drew up its first 

constitution on March 2, 1836.  This constitution, with its generous land policy, would be a 

driving force leading to the German immigration movement.   

B. German Immigration to Texas. 

Some Germans had already begun to immigrate to Texas during the1830s and earlier.  They 

settled primarily in the southeast region of Texas.  However, the most 

significant German immigration was accomplished beginning in the mid-

1840s by the Adelsverein.  "By 1850, nearly 10,000 immigrants had arrived 

in Texas on ninety-three ships under the auspices of the Adelsverein, and 

another estimated 10,000 were attracted to the state by the Adelsverein's 

presence in Texas and by its publicity in Germany."  This group had an 

official seal designed with the words "Verein zum Schutz deutscher 

Einwandrer in Texas" (Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas).  The star 

represented the Republic of Texas, while the arrows represented the many tribes of Native 

Americans there.  The terms, "Adelsverein" and "Verein" or "Society," are often used 

interchangeably by authors and historians, including within this narrative.   

With the Republic of Texas offering positive incentives for colonists, the officers of the 

Adelsverein met at Biebrich, on the Rhine, in 1842 with the intent to establish a German colony 
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in Texas.  Their purposes were both benevolent and for self-interest:  to relieve overpopulation, 

to establish overseas markets for profits, and to help Germany pay for the Napoleonic War.  

Publically, the Adelsverein published the following in many newspapers in Germany as their 

motivation for sponsoring immigration into Texas: 

An association has been formed having for its aim to guide as much as 

possible immigration into one favorable direction, to support the immigrants 

during their long journey, and to secure for them new homes across the sea. 

The association means neither to further, nor excuse the tendency for 

emigration.  That the exigency exists can neither be denied nor checked.  

Many causes are at work to bring this condition about.  Manual labor being 

suppressed by machinery; the great, almost periodic, crises that overwhelm 

commerce; the increasing poverty as a result of over population and lack of 

employment, and finally perhaps the much lauded richness of the soil in the 

new world; but, above all, an expectation, sometimes realized, but just as 

often deceived, of a happier life across the ocean. 

[. . .] 

It wishes to regulate and guide emigration for the purpose of the Germans 

finding a German home in America, and that by maintaining an unbroken 

connection between themselves and the Fatherland, and industrial and 

commercial intercourse may arise that must be materially and intellectually 

beneficial to both.  In this manner the association wishes to contribute its 

share to Germany's glory and honor, in order to afford to the German poor 

in future (sic) a field of fruitful labor, to open new markets to German 

industry and to give to German sea trade a wider expansion. 

[. . .] 

The new fatherland across the ocean can only thrive, when the Germans 

there continue to be as they were at home; thrifty, painstaking and loyal to 

sound morals and the laws. 

The Adelsverein could make profits from being an immigration company.  They could 

establish German enclaves in the Republic, and with enough Germans in Texas, be in key 

government and business positions to make Texas an additional German state.  With the 

extensive assets of land for farming and cattle, forests, and ports for ships, they could establish 
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Fisher Miller Grant  

and  

Bourgeois-Ducos Grant 

 
Source:  Maszewski, p. 112.  (Endnotes) 

 

Texas as a significant trading area for the Americas.  Yet, while they were educated noblemen, 

they were not educated businessmen and knew very little of the many challenges one would face 

in Texas.   

The Adelsverein appointed "one of its most energetic members Prince Carl of Solms-

Braunfels" to go to Texas in 1844 to prepare for and lead the German colonists to their new 

home.  Prince Solms was a young (age 33) nobleman from Solms-Braunfels, Germany, and was 

an officer of the Austrian military.  "Prince, snob and cousin to Queen Victoria, he led a group 

who were willing to face the hazards of a new world to escape royalty and snobbery.  He was a 

man of great ability, but mismanagement by the Adelsverein and their representatives who 

visited Texas prior to Prince Carl, made the success of his project doubtful before it ever 

started." 

The original destination of the emigration project 

was the Bourgeois-Ducos Grant on the Medina River.  

This was based on a contract dated July 3, 1842, with a 

time limit that there would be 400 families settled on the 

land by December 3, 1843.  Although it had expired 

before Prince Carl left for Texas, Bourgeois convinced 

the Adelsverein there would be no problem in getting the 

Republic of Texas to agree to an extension.  However, 

after arriving in Texas, Prince Carl was told that the 

extension by Texas would not be approved, and the land 

was forfeited.   

In September 1843, two men, Fisher and Miller, had 

acquired a large land concession from Texas to colonize 

on the San Saba and Llano Rivers.  Later, Fisher traveled to Germany to meet with Count Castell 

of the Adelsverein, and was able to convince him of the value of the Fisher-Miller Grant.  In June 

1844, the Adelsverein again purchased land, the Fisher-Miller Grant, sight unseen and not fully 

understanding the requirements by Texas for immigration to the area.  At the time of the 

purchase, Prince Carl had not yet arrived in Texas.   

With the Bourgeois Grant no longer available for colonization and Prince Carl now in Texas, 

he was faced with having to seek land elsewhere.  He later learned of the Adelsverein's purchase 
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Comal Tract 1845 

 
Source:  Biesele, p. 117.  (Endnotes) 

of the Fisher-Miller site on the San Saba.  His investigation of the Fisher-Miller Grant provided 

him facts that the Adelsverein did not know.  In addition to the inadequate roads, the immigrants 

had few oxen, horses, or mules to make the journey.  The land was too far from supply points, 

such as Austin or San Antonio, that would be needed to sustain the colonists.  Of particular 

concern, was the fact that the land was located in the area of Comanche hunting grounds, and 

there was no way to protect the colonists from possible raids.  In December 1844, he learns that 

the first of several ships carrying German colonists had already arrived at Galveston as of late 

November.  Prince Carl needed desperately to establish an initial settlement part of the way to 

the San Saba site.  However, he first had to find small ships to transport the incoming immigrants 

from Galveston to Indianola, as well as temporary housing at both sites.  The latter, an almost 

impossible task time-wise, probably should have been planned for by the Adelsverein's 

representatives Counts Leinigen and Waldeck, who had already visited Texas. 

Having heard about the Veramendi Tract on the 

Comal Springs and Guadalupe River, Prince Carl 

purchased the property just seven days before the arrival 

of the immigrants at the Veramendi site.  On Good 

Friday, March 21, 1845, the first of the wagons crossed 

the Guadalupe River and the town of New Braunfels 

was founded.  The first few nights were spent in an area 

he named Zinkenburg on the bluff overlooking the 

Comal Creek. It was named after Nicholaus Zink who was hired by the Adelsverein to survey 

and lay out the town lots of New Braunfels. A stockade was also built upon a hill and cannons 

were fired daily to ward off potential dangerous Native peoples.   

The original immigrant contract between the German settler and the Adelsverein stated that 

each head of a family would receive 320 acres and single men would receive 160 acres.  Only 

after they crossed the Guadalupe River into New Braunfels were the settlers told that they would 

receive a one-half acre town lot and one 10-acre plot a short distance from the town area.  

However, this did not invalidate their claims to land they were promised in San Saba.   

C. The First Sophienburg is Named. 

While it was known that various Native American tribes roamed the area, there was no first-

hand knowledge of what their intentions might be toward the new colonists.  Unarmed settlers 
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would have been easy prey.  As a trained soldier and cautious of the need for protection of the 

colonists, Prince Carl decided a fortress needed to be constructed on the hill overlooking the 

settlement. Buildings were constructed to house Prince Carl, to serve as the Verein headquarters, 

as well as storehouses for supplies and weapons.  Initially, however, Prince Carl lived in a hut of 

woven branches, until two Smith brothers from Seguin built the first log buildings that served as 

headquarters.  He named the largest building "Sophienburg," in honor of his fiancée, Lady 

Sophia, Princess of Salm-Salm, Germany.  As an additional measure, Prince Carl formed a 

militia to protect the colonists.  Three groups were formed consisting of a 20-man militia, a small 

group of volunteers who could help the militia in emergencies, and the rest of the towns’ men 

who would be taught to shoot.  He intended for a more permanent "fortress" or castle to be built 

later and laid a cornerstone on April 28, 1845, with speeches and pastoral blessing.  This was 

followed by a toast and a 21-gun salute to his fiancée Sophie, followed by a toast to Prince Carl.  

At the cornerstone laying ceremony, lacking a German flag, he hoisted the Austrian colors 

accompanied by cannon fire.  On the plaza downtown, the German immigrants, having already 

adopted Texas as their new home, hoisted the Republic of Texas flag!   

It is important to note that Prince Carl named the area with its structures "Sophienburg" and 

not "Sophienberg."  In German, "Burg" denotes a castle, a fortress, or some form of a stronghold.  

Throughout Europe, when enemies attacked, a castle, fortress, or walled area provided a safe 

haven for the local citizenry.  The term "Berg," however, means mountain or hill.  When referred 

to as the Sophienberg, it connotes the hill upon which the Sophienburg sits.  Initially, in fact, 

because the Sophienburg was the Verein's Headquarters and first seat of government in New 

Braunfels, the hill was often referred to as the "Vereinsberg" meaning “Society Hill.” 

      

New Braunfels and the Sophienburg 1845 

 
Map 1845.  Source:  Sophienburg Museum & 

Archives. 

Enlarged View 
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A map, thought to be drawn soon after arrival in March, but before Prince Carl left in May of 

1845, shows the newly founded town of New Braunfels within the Comal Tract, as well as the 

surrounding rivers, creeks, prairies, nearby forests and the major road labeled "San Antonio-

Nacogdoches Road."  It also reflects some of the initial log buildings in Zinkenburg and two 

structures on a hill to south of the settlement, labeled "Sophienburg."  Some of the other 

structures shown, such as a hospital, and two churches, may have been shown to reflect the 

prospective plans for the new town, as they would not have been constructed until much later 

after Prince Carl departed New Braunfels.   

On May 15, 1845, Prince Carl awoke early and rode away from New Braunfels, beginning 

his long journey back to his homeland and to his fiancée Sophie.  He remained in Texas less than 

two months after the first settlers crossed the Guadalupe into New Braunfels.  Before leaving 

Texas, he met with and left instructions for John O. Meusebach who was to take over as 

Commissioner General of the Society. 

John O. Meusebach, found the finances of the organization in dire shape and the colonists 

disgruntled.  Notably, due to a lack of any attack on New Braunfels as well as other priorities, 

Prince Carl’s fortress was never built.   

D. Early Descriptions of the Sophienburg. 

On his arrival in New Braunfels, Meusebach commented on the Sophienburg structure: 

The headquarters where the reports were calculated was only a makeshift 

log structure.  The wind whipped through the cracks, frequently scattering 

the papers.  [. . .]  Meusebach's residence was a log house, the only 

furnishings being two rough tables and a sofa.  In view of the frequent 

mention of Sophienburg, Meusebach had expected to see something 

memorable.  What he actually saw atop the little hill was a cornerstone with 

a furrow drawn to indicate the dimensions of the structure; not a stone or a 

single log was at hand for building. 

[.  .  .] 

The Prince's predilection for things military was manifest in the 

completed stockade, a palisade of logs.  Close at hand were the two outmoded 

cannons, which Solms had brought from the Braunfels principality in 
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Germany.  The firing of the cannons night and morning perhaps had kept 

most of the Indian tribes at a distance from the settlement.  

Ferdinand Roemer, "the father of Texas Geology" traveled in Texas from 1845 to 1847 and 

described the flora, fauna and topography of Texas as well as New Braunfels.  He later was 

responsible for reviewing guidebooks for German colonists going to Texas.  In 1846, 

Commissioner General Meusebach, away from New Braunfels at the time, sent instructions that 

Meusebach was to have quarters in the Verein building for Roemer to assist in his scientific 

pursuits.  Roemer describes his accommodations as follows:  

All the houses of the Verein officers lay on a hill which arose to a height 

of eighty feet in the immediate rear of the city.  The most prominent house 

was a one-story wooden building about fifty feet long, whose shingle covered 

roof supported by pillars, projected on both sides, thus forming a gallery.  It 

contained three rooms; a large middle room or hall and a small room on each 

side.  One of the small rooms was especially assigned to me.  The middle 

room was the assembly hall and dining room and furnished by far the most 

pleasant resort.  It was built in such a manner that the two large folding 

doors opened to the north and south, thus allowing the almost constant, 

gentle south winds in summer to circulate freely.  The view through the north 

door which one had of the scattered houses of the city and the forested hills 

arising in the background was most charming and singular.  Back of the 

main building was another house which contained the kitchen and the 

dwellings of several petty officers of the Verein.  Near it was another log-

house, the home of the men who had charge of the many horses and mules of 

the Verein.  The horses and mules were kept in a pen made of strong posts.  

Across from this pen stood a log-house which served as a magazine and 

warehouse. [. . .]  In the immediate rear of the company building a gently 

undulating entirely open prairie extended to the south as far as the eye could 

see, which served as a common pasture for the horses and cattle of the 

residents of New Braunfels. 
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E. The Numerous Immigrant Deaths.  

As it turned out, it was not only the Native Americans that the German immigrants had to 

fear.  It was, initially, the journey to their destination and the diseases they would encounter.  

Many adults and children died on the high seas before reaching Texas.  Once they arrived, the 

first immigrants found that there were insufficient lodgings of any kind in which to stay.  It is 

estimated that four hundred died while they camped on the beach at Indianola waiting for 

supplies and transport.  A war between Mexico and the United States caused the military to 

confiscate many of the oxen and wagons, which were promised to the immigrants.  Many died as 

they followed along the Guadalupe River inland walking for weeks to reach their new home.  

Those that survived and reached New Braunfels, or later Fredericksburg, found themselves 

facing death from malaria, bilious fever, dysentery, and other diseases.  One estimate indicated 

that there were over 500 deaths in the summer of 1846.  However, Dr. Ferdinand Roemer wrote 

that in the summer months of 1846, more than 1000 out of the 4000 German immigrants who 

arrived in Texas in the fall of 1845 died. 

 

F. Sophienburg Hill 1850-Present. 

After a short stay, Meusebach moved on to found Fredericksburg, Texas.  Despite significant 

challenges for the Society and its colonists, including lack of housing, foodstuffs, and significant 

deaths from disease, New Braunfels began to grow.  Financially, the Verein went broke and 

additional funds needed were obtained by selling land owned by what came to be known as the 

Sophienburg (far right) Overlooking New Braunfels (undated) 

 
Source:  Sophienburg Museum and Archives 
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German Emigration Company. This included the land upon which Prince Carl’s Sophienburg 

had been built.   

The primary Hill Property lots that held the Verein buildings changed ownership through the 

years.  In 1855, Eleanor Elliot purchased an 80-acre plot of land, which included the primary 

Sophienburg structures.  That plot and others were owned by the German Emigration Company 

and had become known as Hill Property, distinguishing it from the original smaller town lots.   

 

 

New Braunfels 1850 

 
Source: Sophienburg Museum and Archives 

Hill Property 1854 

 
Source:  Vol. D, p.207, deed 1987, Comal County 

Clerk's Office. 



 

Page 11 of 20 

 

Christian (aka Karl) Klinger 

Caretaker of Sophienburg 

 
Source:  Magazine of American History, 

Vol. XX, November 1888,  

No. 5,"The City of a Prince," 

Part II 

In 1856, Alexander Rossy purchased Elliot's plot of the Hill Property and had it subdivided 

into small town lots.  Several of the lots contained the original structures built for Prince Carl and 

the Verein.   

 

 

Historical documents show that the original Sophienburg building was lived in by Christian 

Klinger who assumed the role as caretaker.  Klinger had 

immigrated to Texas in 1845 from the Province of 

Saxony as a cabinetmaker.  He enjoyed showing people 

around and telling the history of the Sophienburg and 

stories about his time as a bugler in the Prussian 

Regiment of the Guards.  To support himself he sold  

such items as candy, soda drinks, homemade cider, 

postcards.  As the building decayed around him, he had 

difficulty finding a dry spot during rain.  He lived in the 

Sophienburg structure until 1886 when it was destroyed 

by a storm, which also destroyed Indianola on the Texas 

coast.  

Sophienburg Hill Property 1856 

Hill Property is Subdivided into Smaller Lots  

 
Source:  Original at Sophienburg Museum & Archives.   

Also Vol. E, p. 48, deed 2443 Comal County Clerk's Office. 
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The mismanagement of Verein funds led to animosity toward both the Verein and Prince 

Carl.  The hardships, broken promises, and deaths were difficult to bear, but over time, the 

citizens of New Braunfels slowly changed their view as the town prospered.  In 1870, New 

Braunfels celebrated its 25th jubilee and the community cabled Prince Carl about the celebration.  

He answered back: 

To the Citizens of New Braunfels: 

My sincerest thanks for your kind remembrance at the jubilee of the city of 

New Braunfels.  It surprised me as much as I was delighted over it. 

Glory and happiness to those who have manfully established their homes in 

the new country. 

May God give continued blessing and prosperity to my beloved fellow 

countrymen at New Braunfels.  Do not forget me, as I am thinking of you 

often in faithful affection. 

         Carl Prince zu Solms, 

 K. K. (Imperial Royal)  Field Marshal Lieutenant. 

Wiesbaden, May 6, 1870 

 

In 1877, a poem was submitted anonymously to the Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, which reflected 

the reverence that was felt for the Sophienburg on the Hill. 

The Sophienburg in New Braunfels 

At New Braunfels on the hill 

An old ruin perched; 

There once dwelt the knight 

Where now the Klinger lives. 

He planes there all day 

He tends to play the flute, 

His beer is good, the cider clear 

For little money, one gets a lot. 

And if you step out in front of the door, 

One sees a friendly picture; 

There lies the town in green adornment 

Shrouded with gardens. 

[. . .] 

Prince Solms, a good knight, 

Had this house built 

Thirty-two years ago 

To see something different. 

After his much loved Lady 

Did the prince name it. 

Sophienburg was its name, 

So it is still known today. 

There in the valley below swayed 
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Front of Sophienburg built in 1845.   

Reunion of Surviving German Settlers – 1878  

Christian Klinger, caretaker of the Sophienburg, standing at far right 

 
Source:  Sophienburg Museum and Achieves. 

The grasses back and forth, 

Where you see the manicured farms 

Was in those days, bare and desolate. 

Wherever the eye turns 

One sees today the fruits of Labor 

What the parent’s diligence provided, 

Was a blessing for their young.  

Anonymous Author 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front of Sophienburg built in 1845. 

Christian Klinger, caretaker of the Sophienburg, standing at far right 

 
Source:  Sophienburg Museum and Archives 
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By 1922, a map of the Sophienburg property showed that the primary original log structures 

were gone.  Only the water-well is shown, and possibly another smaller structure nearby where a 

library would be built in 1938. 

 

 

 

View of Sophienburg and Other Buildings Overlooking New Braunfels 

Extracted from Map Drawn in 1881 by August Koch 

 
Source:  New Braunfels Conservation Society 

Sophienburg Property 1922 

 
Sanborn Map 1922.  Original (1845) buildings are not present.  Source:  Perry-

Castañeda Library Map Collection 



 

Page 15 of 20 

 

G. The Sophienburg Memorial Association 

The idea for a museum on Sophienburg Hill started with the Hippolyt Dittlinger family.  In 

1925, the ruling prince of Solms-Braunfels gave a portrait of Prince Carl von Solms, the founder 

of New Braunfels, to the Dittlinger family, requesting that it be placed at the city museum.  As 

there was no museum at the time, the Dittlingers kept the portrait safe, even copyrighting the 

picture.  The mayor of New Braunfels, F. G. Blumberg, reported the need for a museum to the 

City Commission.  He also informed them that the property on Sophienburg Hill was being sold 

by Johanna Runge of Austin.  The Sophienburg Memorial Association was organized in 1926, 

with S. V. Pfeuffer as the president.  The organization included representatives of social, civic, 

and business organizations.  Their purpose was "[T]o perpetuate the memory and spirit of the 

early pioneers of New Braunfels, to encourage historical research into the history of New 

Braunfels and to erect structures on and to preserve places made historic by founding and 

development of said city."   

The Association solicited donations from private citizens and businesses in order to obtain 

the property that was purchased in August 1926, for $5,025.  This was no easy feat during the 

Depression.  Mr. Pfeuffer died after the purchase of the property; however, the Association 

continued to collect money for a museum building and to obtain historic artifacts from the old 

German pioneer families.  When the City Hall was completed in 1929, the basement provided 

temporary space to house the artifacts.  

In March 1933, the Sophienburg Memorial Association was incorporated.  Jeremiah 

Schmidt, a local architect, submitted plans for the new museum in April.  By June, the 

cornerstone for the building was laid near the location of the original Sophienburg of 1845.  At 

the dedication, H. H. Wagenfuehr, president of the Association said the following: 

Let us dedicate this memorial to the memory of the pioneers of the past 

who made our beautiful city possible; to the living of the present, that they 

may enjoy it, and to the generations of the future as a reminder of a noble 

heritage. 

In October 1933, dreams of a museum became a reality.  The Sophienburg Memorial 

Museum opened to the public with an impressive ceremony that began with a parade that 

included the American Legion Drum and Bugle Corps, the Boy Scouts, the Fire Department and 
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other organizations.  The Old Heidelberg Band played favorite tunes during a luncheon that was 

served by pretty girls dressed in German costumes.  It was an event that drew attention from a 

number of other Texas cities.   

 

 

H. Emmie Seele Faust Library 

In 1937, Mrs. Emmie Seele Faust, daughter of Hermann Seele, generously offered to donate 

the funds to build a library.  The city was interested, but an acceptable site had to be found.  

Ultimately, in 1938, the city purchased property from the Sophienburg Memorial Association 

that had been a portion of the land used for Prince Carl's Sophienburg and other buildings in 

1845.  A stipulation in the sale stated that if the building would no longer be used as a library, the 

property and building would revert to the Association.  The collection of books at the 

Sophienburg Museum was moved to the Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library at its completion. 

Grand Opening of the Sophienburg Memorial Museum – 1933  

Located on the Property of Prince Carl's wooden fortress Sophienburg 

 
Source:  Sophienburg Museum and Archives.  
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I. Sophienburg Museum and Archives 

In 1969, a larger library, the Dittlinger Memorial Library was built by the city of New 

Braunfels on Sophienburg Hill property where some of the original Verein's buildings once 

stood.  This facility became the new home for the large collection of books previously housed at 

the nearby Emmie Seele Faust Memorial Library.  Now that the Faust library was no longer used 

as a library, the property and building reverted to the Sophienburg Association.  The old Faust 

library building was used to store valuable historical documents, such as the original issues of the 

Neu-Braunfelser Zeitung, manuscript collections, and historical references.  In 1999, a new city 

library was built across town on Common Street, and the Dittlinger Memorial Library was 

deeded over to the Sophienburg Museum and Archives, which renovated the interior, opening 

the Archives in 2003 and the Museum exhibit area in 2005. 

 

 

 

 

Sophienburg Hill Property 1963 

(Annotated View of 1930s Sanborn Map) 

 
Sanborn Map 1963 (annotated 1930 Sanborn Map) 
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Overlay of 1845 Structures onto  

2016 Sophienburg Museum and Achieves Properties 

 
Property map 2015.  Yellow area is Sophienburg property. Locations of 1845 structures shown 

overlaid.  Source:  2016 Comal County Geographic Information Systems and 1856 deed plat. 
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Location of Current Structures on Sophienburg Hill 

 

Sophienburg Memorial Museum Marker  

Recognizing the 150th Anniversary of the  

 Sophienburg April 27, 1845 – April 27, 1995. 

 
Photo by John B. Coers 
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II. SIGNIFICANCE. 

The Sophienburg Museum and Archives campus now encompasses just over 2.14 acres of the 

original Hill Property.  Any trace of the original structures largely disappeared during the late 

1800s, but this historic site, pivotal to the founding of New Braunfels, was not lost to time.  

Prince Carl’s Sophienburg stood on the hill for 41 years as a testament to the city’s origin.  It was 

from this spot that the Prince slept and conducted business on behalf of the “Verein zum Schutz 

deutscher Einwandrer in Texas” (Society for the Protection of German Immigrants in Texas) and 

later, served as headquarters for John O. Meusebach, the second Commissioner General.   

Even when its political importance was long gone, the Hill Property clung to its historical 

names remaining dear to, and revered by, the families of those first settlers.  During the tough 

times of the Great Depression, New Braunfels citizens sacrificed and rallied together to buy the 

old Vereinsberg property and build a museum to memorialize the perseverance and contributions 

of its founders.   

Inside the current Sophienburg Museum and Archives, history continually unfolds through 

changing exhibits drawn from over 100,000 artifacts.  The Archives preserves and shares 

manuscript collections, map collections, copies of primary newspapers since 1852, an extensive 

research library, a rare books library, and over half-a-million photographic images. 

This narrative covers some of the events and evolution of the Sophienburg Hill.  A complete 

narrative of the details, events, and especially the people would comprise a book.  It is important, 

though, to begin here in preparation of the 175th anniversary of New Braunfels in 2020 to remind 

its citizens and visitors alike of the history and the importance of the Sophienburg site. 

IV. DOCUMENTATION 

A. Researchers.  Myra Lee Goff, John B. Coers, Cindy Coers, and Keva Boardman. 


