
WEST END DANCE HALL AND BASEBALL PARK 

I. Context: 

 Felipe and Elisa Saenz Delgado were first generation Texans that established the West 

End Dance Hall and Baseball Park in the West end area of New Braunfels, Comal County, Texas 

beginning in the 1940s after World War II ended.  The West End Park was bordered by Grape 

Street, Katy Street, Hidalgo Street and the railroad, and was on approximately four acres of land.  

Felipe and Elisa’s story involves families that moved from Mexico because of the Mexican 

Revolution in the early 1900s to establish a better life in Texas.  They were hard-working 

immigrants that brought their customs and culture with them and passed these traits and culture 

to their descendants.  Although the West End Dance Hall and Baseball Park no longer exists, the 

marker on Katy Street stands facing where the park was once located.   

II. Overview: 

 Felipe Delgado (August 23, 1920 - June 14, 2002), and Elisa Saenz Delgado (July 20, 

1920), were owners and operators of the West End Dance Hall and Baseball Park (will be 

referred to as the West End for this document).  

Photo of Elisa and Felipe. 

Felipe Delgado 

 Felipe was born to Juan Delgado and 

Rosa Regalado Delgado in Marion, Guadalupe 

County, Texas.  His parents were share croppers.  

His mother was born in Monterrey, Mexico.  His 

father, Juan, came to Texas through Piedras 

Negras with one daughter during an epidemic that 

took his first wife and one daughter.  It was 

possibly smallpox.  He remembered that he was raised on a ranch and once his father paid his 

share cropper’s debt, they moved to New Braunfels.  Both of Felipe’s parents were born in 

Mexico, met and married in Texas, and worked with him at the West End.  They lived on West 

Mill Street.  Elisa recalls her mother-in-law telling her that the house in town where they moved 

to had belonged to ladies of the night and for several months after they moved in they would get 

knocks on the door at all hours of the night.  Felipe was a first-generation Texan.  



 Felipe had five siblings:  Martin, Leonardo, Josefa, Viviana and Maria.  Martin and 

Leonardo helped him with the work at the West End.  His youngest sister Maria, was the first 

princess at the first Diez y Seis held at the West End.   

 Because he had to help his family, Felipe only went to school through the 6th grade.  At 

the age of 17 years, he joined the Civilian Conservation Corp from April 15, 1938 to September 

30, 1939.  He reenrolled for a second term from February 20, 1942 to July 21, 1942.  His first 

term performance was rated satisfactory but for the second term his performance was rated 

excellent earning him the designation of field leader.   

 He served in World War II enlisting in the Army-Air Corps from July 28, 1942 to March 

15, 1946. He served as a Radio Operator Army Airways Communication System (AACS) with 

the 125 AACS Squadron in Asiatic-Pacific Theatre.  He operated both long and short wave radio 

transmitting and receiving sets using both voice and International Morse Code.   

 After the war, he enrolled at Comal Vocational School from 1947 to 1950. He graduated 

from Bookkeeping I and II, Accounting, Applied Business Law, Applied Economics, Essentials 

of Business Mathematics, Spelling, Advertising and Business Principles. 

 He worked odd jobs, one of them being at Saul Castellano’s Dry Cleaning from March 

1954 to 1955 where he drove a truck for pickup and delivery service.  In 1955, he entered 

Civilian Service at Randolph Air Force Base (AFB), Texas and retired as Produce Manager of 

the base Commissary in 1982.   

Elisa Saenz Delgado 

 Elisa Saenz (Delgado) was born on July 20, 1920, to Enemencio Saenz and Maria de 

Jesus Duarte Saenz in Seguin, Guadalupe County.  She is presently 96 years old and is also a 

first-generation Texan.  Her parents also came from Monterrey and Los Ramones, Mexico, met 

in Texas and married.  They came to Texas in about 1910 to escape the Mexican Revolution and 

start a new life.  When Elisa was seven years old, their house in Seguin burned down and Elisa 

and her family moved to Dittlinger or as it was called, “La Calera” meaning “the limestone kiln,” 

a community built by Hyppolyt Dittlinger for employees of “La Calera.”  The small community 

of Dittlinger was located on the south side of present Loop 337 in New Braunfels.   

 Elisa had four siblings:  Gilberto, Carlos, Rebecca and Aurora.  Gilberto helped Felipe 

and Elisa at the West End.  Elisa attended the Rosa Mystica School in “La Calera” run by nuns 



from Our Lady of the Lake Convent but only until the 5th grade since she too worked to help the 

family economy.   

 Elisa had a talent that earned her a good job. She could sew.  She worked at Cater Frock 

located where the present Recreation Center is in Landa Park.  The company later became Liz 

Ann and moved to the Hosiery Mill building.  Elisa quickly worked her way up to a supervisory 

position and retired in 1983. She also sewed the ornate Mexican Folk Dresses for her 

granddaughter who was in a Mexican Folk Dancing Group.   

Felipe and Elisa Saenz Delgado 

 Felipe and Elisa Saenz met at a baseball game at Carl Schurz School in New Braunfels.  

They married on January 4, 1944 when he was on furlough from the Army-Air Corps.  She 

followed him to El Paso, Texas where he was stationed and later to Greensboro, North Carolina. 

When he was shipped overseas to India, Elisa returned to New Braunfels.  Upon Felipe’s return 

home in 1946, they embarked on fulfilling his dream of establishing the West End Park. They 

lived at 1581 W. Mill in New Braunfels. They were humble people and along with their two 

daughters, Estella and 

Rosalinda, lived in Elisa’s 

father’s rental home, 

although they didn’t have 

money for rent.  The home 

had no hot running water, no 

tub/shower or a sink in the 

kitchen. They sacrificed 

owning their own home for 

Felipe’s West End priority. 

Later, in 1962, they finally built their own dream home at 168 North Live Oak Avenue.  Photo 

above of Elisa, Felipe, Rosalinda and Estella. 

West End Property Purchase 

 Felipe and Elisa bought about four acres in the West End Subdivision #2 for the West End 

from Charles D. Wallace and Laura Belle Wallace.  The Comal County Commissioners Court 

petition to combine the property allowing for one large parcel of land follows: 



WHEREAS, we, Chas. D. Wallace and Laura Belle Wallace, did on the 13th day of January, 

1947, subdivide 24.72 acres of land, a part of the J. M. Veramendi Survey No. 1, in Comal 

County, Texas, into lots and blocks forming Lone Star Addition No. 2, and did dedicate 

the streets of the said subdivision to the use of the public, the map or plat of the said 

subdivision and the articles dedicating the said streets to the use of the public is now filed 

in the records of the County Court of Comal County, Texas, in Vol. 85, at pages 499-502, 

all of which are here referred to and made part hereof for all pertinent purposes and 

WHEREAS there now exists a desire that Katy and Michigan streets of the said subdivision 

be closed for developing a public park privately owned, for baseball and other amusement 

and recreational purposes, principally for the Mexican people of New Braunfels and Comal 

County; and the need exists for such a park for the reason that there now is no other ground 

so suitable for such purposes that is available to the person or persons interested in such a 

development.   

The Ball Park and Dance Hall 

 And so, the formation of the West End began.  The first article to appear in the New 

Braunfels Herald-Zeitung was on February 28, 1947, “FELIPE DELGADO TO BUILD BALL 

PARK NEAR LONE STAR” as follows: 

  “A new development for New Braunfels underway this week is a Latin American baseball 

 park developed by Felipe Delgado, World War II veteran.  To be located on two acres of 

 land bordering on Grape Street near the Lone Star School, the baseball park will include 

 drink stands and a dance floor, Delgado said.  New Braunfels, Latin American ball team, 

 the Cardinals, last year had the facilities of the Fair Grounds, but since Delgado’s ball park 

 is scheduled to be completed by the time the baseball season opens, all the team’s local 

 games will be played there.”   

 The dances were originally held on a concrete slab surrounded by posts which held oil 

lamps for light.  Local conjuntos would play.   

 The hall was completed in about June 1947.  Ramon Ortega, a local contractor, was the 

main contractor behind the building.  Several of Felipe’s friends including Deciderio Chapa, his 

son Ramon Chapa, Alberto Bustos, Cruz Rodriguez, Rogelio Rodriguez and Anselmo Villarreal, 

came to help.  There were other friends but Elisa could not remember them all.  Felipe had many 

loyal friends.   



 The original dance hall was basically a wooden shell with very little sheetrock.  It had no 

insulation and you could see the 2x4’s 

on the walls and ceiling.  It did not 

matter, everyone happily danced, even in 

winter, with only about two heaters.  In 

the hot Texas summers, one would sweat 

up a storm! The photo to the right is the 

building of the dance hall with the photo 

below, showing the interior. 

 The West End was approximately 120 feet by 140 feet.  It had two rooms at opposite 

ends of the dance floor with half walls; the dance floor was in the middle. The young people 

usually stood around the room closest to the entrance of the building. The second room 

accommodated couples who sat at tables with white 

table cloths with a glass ash tray in the middle.  The 

stage, of course, was at the front with concession 

stands on either side of the stage. On the side of the 

hamburger and soda concession, was a door.  The 

band members would knock on the door and they 

would buy hamburgers or sodas.  People would call 

the Delgado home and make table reservations.  

Felipe would staple two index cards together with 

their name on it and place it on the table requested.  

Felipe became a licensed Temporary Deputy Sheriff, so he could secure the West End.  

 Dances were held every Saturday and Sunday and sometimes they had Tardeadas 

(afternoon dances) and Friday night dances.   

 Baseball games were on Sunday afternoons.  Sometimes, they would have a double 

header, two games, one right after the other.  Some weeks, they would play out of town during 

the week nights. 

 Preparation for the events was usually on Saturday mornings. Elisa would make a trip to 

Sunland Distributors and purchase candy, chips and gum.  She would also purchase fresh 

hamburger meat and the bread was dropped off at the West End on Saturday mornings as were 



the sodas (Coke, Delaware Punch, 7Up and Dr. Pepper) and beer (Pearl, Jax, Falstaff and Lone 

Star).  Felipe’s father or another employee was available to receive the merchandise.   

 The Delgado’s would arrive early before the dances.  Usually, there were already 

teenagers waiting outside the hall.  There was a big ditch running along the front of the West End 

on Grape Street.  When it rained, the hall would flood and everyone would grab brooms and 

mops to sweep the water out and then the fans went on.  The dugouts in the baseball field would 

also flood and they would take out the water with buckets.  The early dugouts were made of red 

brick.  

 The dances featured groups such as Ramos y Guerrero (AKA Alfonso Ramos), Sunny 

and the Sunglows (AKA the Sunliners), Pete Portillo, Flaco Jimenez, Roy Montelongo, Isidro 

Lopez, Augustine Ramirez, local band Felipe Villanueva y los Cinco Siglos to name a few. 

Alfonso Ramos was the most popular. The bands came from surrounding towns such as San 

Antonio, Austin, Seguin, San Marcos and from as far as Corpus Christi.   

 The West End was the scene of many community activities including fundraising, 

cultural and political events, weddings and Quinceañeras.  The Quinceañera is a Hispanic 

tradition celebrating the 15th birthday of a young girl’s coming of age.  It recognizes her journey 

from childhood to maturity.  The custom highlights God, family, friends, music, food and dance.  

The community celebrated Easter with Egg Hunts in the baseball field, and at Christmas, Felipe 

and Elisa hosted Santa Claus for the children, giving families baskets of fruit.  

 The Diez y Seis Fiestas were big events and always included a competition for the 

selection of a queen of the “Fiestas Patrias.”  In 1947, Aurora Saenz, Elisa’s sister and Felipe’s 

sister, Maria competed for queen.  When Elisa’s sister won, Felipe’s mother got upset because he 

hadn’t done more for his sister.  Aurora was the Queen and Maria was the Princess. The more 

experienced Felipe became, the bigger the fiestas got.   

Another very important celebration at West End Hall and all over Texas, for that matter, 

was the Diez y Seis de Septiembre. This event celebrates Mexico’s Independence from Spain in 

1810. Father Miguel Hidalgo y Castilla launched the Mexican War of Independence from Spain 

on September 16th. Hidalgo set out to spread the word, carrying a staff affixed with an image of 

the Virgin of Guadalupe. It became a symbol of the Mexican liberation movement. The struggle 

against Spain had to do with the rights of the “Creoles,” those who were born in the new world 



with Spanish ancestry, but not given the same privileges as those born in Spain. After the war, 

those Spanish born Europeans were expelled from Mexico.  

 Eventually, there were puestos (concession stands) sponsored by local churches, 

organizations or just families.  

 The following is an excerpt from a New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung, 1947, article titled: 

“Mexican Colony Observes Fiesta In 3 Day Fete”: “The Parade over which the Queen of the 

Festival, Aurora Saenz reigned, was a colorful sight to the spectators who crowded the hot 

downtown area for a glimpse of the Queen.  Charlie Morales, dressed in the costume of a 

Mexican Charro, led the parade through the streets followed by Mayor A.D. Nuhn and Chief of 

Police, Elmo Arnold.  Color bearers having both the American and Mexican flags followed by a 

delegation of the Mexican Honorary Commission.”  

 There were several years when Felipe held carnivals:  The Ralph Wagner Shows, 

Borderland Shows and Bill Hames Shows, were just three of the carnivals that came to the West 

End.  You could see the illuminating lights of the carnival for blocks.  

 Felipe Delgado kept descriptive notes in his ledger about the West End management and 

events.  Much history can be learned by reading his ledger.  One of the entries described the 

procedure for the Diez y Sies competition: 

 1.  Select four female candidates.  2.  Present the candidates to the public at a dance.  3.  

 Give at least 50 invitations to each candidate and have them submit the list of their 

 guests.  4.  Have a good Master of Ceremonies and tell the public to please support the 

 candidate of their choice.  5.  Explain to the candidates that 10% of their funds raised is to 

 support the dances, advertising, and other expenses incurred.  6. Plan at least three dances 

 immediately to present the candidates and give an account of how the votes stand to close 

 the contest.  7.  The contest should end the third week in August.  8.  The candidates 

 should immediately have three wallet size black and white pictures for the Herald, the 

 Program Booklet and for the San Antonio Light.  Then everything was ready for the 

 fiesta. 

 For the Diez y Sies booklet, Felipe and his friends would go the local businesses and sell 

advertising slots.   In the 1955 Fiestas Patrias, West End Park, New Braunfels, Texas booklet, 

the following are a few who bought advertisements: Ol’ Bossy Milk Company, Leo Mendlovitz 

Department Store, Louis Henne Company, Ulloa’s Cleaners, La Villita Grocery Store,  Wishing 



Well Furniture Company, Richard & Krueger Company,  Coca Cola Bottling Company, Ott 

Plumbing Company, Doeppenschmidt Funeral Home, Sunland Distributors, Teatro Pena, 

Peerless Pharmacy, Seidel Studio, C.J. Ludwig Furniture Company, Saenz Drugs, Mrs. Pruneda 

Café and George Goepf Jewelry.   

 The booklet contained the agenda for each day of the fiesta, pictures of the Queen and her 

court, and the Bands that would be playing.  At the beginning of the fiesta “La Marcha de 

Zacatecas,” a Mexican patriotic song was played, at which point the Mexican and American 

flags were presented.  They were placed upon each end of the stage which was draped with a red, 

green and white cloth.  Other dignitaries would follow and the Queen was crowned and she and 

her court were presented to the public.  Felipe and Elisa’s daughter, Estella Delgado Farias, 

remembers a particular floor show where local citizen, Dora Alicia Luna danced a Flamenco 

dance.  Then the celebration would commence. 

 During the dances, two waiters, Tom Lawson and Odell Parker, would wait on the 

couples. They wore white waist jackets and black pants and carried trays for ice buckets or 

drinks or whatever the people would order.  They were paid $20 a night.   Felipe’s brother, 

Martin (Tano) Delgado and Elisa’s brother, Gilberto Saenz, were in charge of the beer 

concession.  They were not paid but could drink beer 

only if they wanted. 

 On occasion, during intermission, Felipe would 

have floor shows which included Cantinflas, Lydia 

Mendoza, Marachis and more. Flier advertising 

Lydia Mendoza to the left. 

 Early on, Felipe would also host roller skating on 

the outdoor cement platform on Fridays for the local 

youth. He bought all sizes of roller skates.  Boxing 

matches were also held inside the hall for a short 

while in the 1950’s (per conversation with Elisa 

Delgado, January 2017). 

 During the late 1950’s or early 1960’s, Felipe 

would allow Holy Family Church to hold religion 

classes under the somewhat breezy grandstand of the West End.  All the children would meet at 



the church and walk the six blocks to the West End.  The nuns in their black robes appeared to 

remain calm and cool in the summer heat. 

The Baseball Team and the Cantina 

 The baseball diamond along with the concession stand and the cantina were located 

behind the dance hall. In 1947, it became the home of the Cardinals.  Eventually the name 

changed to the Lions.  The Cardinals also played out of town games as far away as Houston and 

Corpus Christi. Felipe did not discriminate.  All he cared about was that he had a good baseball 

team.  He would recruit players from Randolph (AFB) where he worked and also from Seguin, 

San Marcos and San Antonio.  Elisa was in charge of the concession stand for the baseball games 

also.  She and Felipe’s mother made 

hamburgers in a tiny room about five 

foot by five foot, if that big.  The area 

where the soda counter was located 

was a little bigger.   

 The first small shelter made to 

protect the people from the hot Texas 

sun, was located behind the Cantina 

and in front of the baseball diamond.  The straw roof was held up by several cedar poles.  The 

photo above right is the cantina with the small straw-covered shelter.  Under the straw roof, 

Felipe placed several 

benches.   As time and 

money allowed, the straw 

roof was replaced by tin.  

Then he also eventually built 

a grandstand.  The first 

grandstand looked more like 

a “poor” stand and it was 

eventually replaced with a 

more decent looking one.  Photo above is the first grandstand. 

 The baseball diamond was built along the adjacent railroad track.  A farmer that lived on 

the other side of the track, Mr. Ruppel, lent Felipe his tractor to establish the baseball diamond. 



 From a 1952 Herald-Zeitung: “The New Braunfels Lions baseball team held their annual 

“season starting” barbecue Sunday at West End Park and are now ready to start the season, 

providing they can get an opponent.  The first game is scheduled this Sunday if Manager Felipe 

Delgado can schedule the game. 

Ordinarily, the Lions play teams from 

such cities as Dallas, Fort Worth, 

Austin and as far south as Monterrey, 

Mexico. “Anyone interested in trying 

out for the team may swing a bat any 

afternoon at 4:30 at West End Park, 

said Delgado.” Photo left is the much 

improved grandstand and below, the 

field. 

 A 1955 Herald-Zeitung article noted: “The New Braunfels Lions won their 17th straight 

game of the year Sunday, defeating the St. Cecelia’s Men’s Club of San Antonio, 4-1 at West End 

Park.  The hottest semi-pro team in the state, the Lions combined timely hitting and fine defensive 

play to win after the visiting team 

went ahead on an unearned run in 

the first inning. “Rocky” 

Rodriguez, “winningest” pitcher 

for the Lions, went all the way 

giving up only four hits and being 

in trouble only in the first inning.  

Leading hitter for the Lions was 

Dave Rutherford, with a single and 

a home run to center field, one of 

the longest balls ever hit at West End Park.  Felipe Delgado pitched a no-hitter for the New 

Braunfels Cubs, Lions B: team, in the opening game of Sunday’s twin bill, which the Cubs won 

over the Grand Prize Royal Sports of Austin, 7-0.  Delgado faced only 25 batters in the 7-inning 

tilt, issuing only 2 walks, while his team mates committed 2 errors.  He gave a brilliant pitching 

exhibition, allowing only one ball to be hit to the outfield, which was caught on a spectacular 



defensive play by Joe Sotelo against the outfield wall.  Leading hitter for the game was Ruben 

Guerrero, who got 2 for 2.”   

 Felipe was also instrumental in the 

organization of the little league baseball teams.  

They held meetings at the West End. Photo right 

is Felipe with a little league team. 

Tragedy Strikes the West End 

 The original West End burned on 

January 1, 1962.  At 3:38 AM a call was received by the 

assistant chief at Central Fire Station asking if an alarm 

had been turned in because he observed flames in the 

West End area.  Approximately, three or four firetrucks 

reported to the West End, the building was already 

blazing.  It was estimated that in addition, 25 volunteer 

firemen responded. Photo of the results of the fire on the 

left. 

 Alfonso Ramos’ Orchestra had left all their 

instruments overnight at the West End.  They had played 

New Year’s Eve and were going to play New Year’s Day.    

Rebuilding the Hall 

 Felipe, with the encouragement of the community, rebuilt the West End.  Fourteen years 

of work had gone up in smoke and only $3,000 of insurance was paid.  His loyal friends worked 

diligently clearing the 

debris and the new 

West End was begun 

and finished in time 

for his daughter, 

Estella, to have her 

Quinceañera in May 

1962. Photo left of the 

hall and complex. 



The Celebrations Continue 

 In 1964, the West End celebrated a Five-Day Celebration for the Diez y Seis Fiesta.  

Crowing the Queen, Elva Morales, was Mayor Harry Alves.  The coronation of the Fiesta Queen 

by Mayor Alves climaxed a ceremony in which State Representative John Traeger passed the 

crown from last year’s queen, Mary Helen Cantu, to the mayor for the crowning.  Members of 

the court were Princess Amalia Morales and Duchess Minerva Morales.  Dances were scheduled 

every night from Saturday through Wednesday with Cowboy Donley’s Orchestra playing the 

first three nights and Gilbert Rodriguez’ orchestra playing Tuesday and Wednesday.  A carnival 

was also held throughout the five-day event. Committee members of the festival consisted of 

Pablo Ortiz, Tomas Villanueva, Lazaro Carrera, Blas Saenz and Felipe Delgado.   

 On Apr 4, 1965, Felipe invited the Comitte Patriotico to participate in raising funds for 

Cruz Rodriguez to get a prosthetic leg because he had lost his leg to diabetes.   

 On Nov 2, 1969, a Tardeada (afternoon dance) was held as a benefit dance for Holy 

Family Church, to which Felipe and his family were members.  Mexican plates were prepared by 

the families of Leonardo, Martin and Felipe Delgado.  Serving was 12:30 to 2:30 pm and 

dancing from 3 pm to 7pm.  Orchestras donating their services were:  Felipe Villanueva’s Los 

Cinco Siglos, Serapio Herrera and his Sonics, and Juan Moreno Jr and his Latin Sounds, all from 

New Braunfels. Also playing was Amando Balderama and the Pharaohs of San Antonio.   

 In the 1970’s, a new baseball team played on the grounds:  the Braves managed by Julian 

Castilleja.  A new generation of baseball players and audience kept the West End going through 

the 1970’s, including daughter, Estella’s husband, baseball player, Robert Farias.  

 The photo right shows an 

exhibition game baseball team 

dressed up. 

 From a 1971 Herald-Zeitung 

article: “The New Braunfels Braves 

will battle an all-star team from 

Piedras Negras, Mexico, Saturday at 

West End Park.  The game is 

scheduled to begin at 3:45 p.m. A group of Mariachis will be accompanying the Piedras Negras 



Team, providing entertainment throughout the game.  The following day, Sunday, the Braves will 

meet the San Antonio Exporters in a doubleheader at the park.  The first game will begin at 1:30.”  

New Management and Ownership Comes to the West End-Gone But Not Forgotten 

 Felipe leased the West End in its entirety to Jesus Guerrero and Alejandro Chapa for a 

period of one year commencing on March 4, 1970.  He also leased it to Tomas Villanueva and 

Blas Saenz. On May 4, 1978, the West End was sold to Robert McHaney and wife Mary J. 

McHaney and Harvey L. Vogel and wife, Elizabeth P. Vogel. The old hall and buildings were 

eventually torn down and the property was once again subdivided for a housing edition. 

Memories 

 In 2013-2014, an exhibit of the West End Dance Hall and Baseball Park, was displayed 

and visitors wrote down their memories of the West End. 

 Felipe Ramirez Jr. wrote “I really miss the West End.  A lot of memories.  Had our 

Wedding Dance there on December 20, 1976.  My wife, Maria Alicia Medrano, had a great time, 

will never forget.  I also played baseball there.  I never got to see my grandfather (Ramon 

Trevino-musician) play.” 

 Gloria Sierra Luna recalls “I remember the weddings, dances every Saturday night, and 

tardeadas (afternoon) dances on Sundays.  My husband now, Ramon, and I were in several 

weddings of different friends.  This was over fifty years ago or more.  I can still smell the 

delicious hamburgers Mrs. Delgado would fix every Saturday night.  The West End Hall was the 

hall to go dancing at, especially if Alfonso Ramos was playing.  Good and fond memories.” 

 “The ballgames, some of which men dressed as women were hilarious to watch.  My 

father was one of those players.  I also remember playing with the Standards (Ismael Soto and 

his band) as a warm-up for Alfonso Ramos, “recalls Reynaldo Gaytan. 

 Felipe’s sister, Maria Delgado Torres, writes “I have wonderful memories.  My mother 

and father would also put out great effort helping my brother, Felipe, as the hall grew.  They 

were there to give him support in any way they could.” 

 Ruth Campos Chapa wrote “I am proud to have been part of the West End Park.  I lived a 

few blocks from there, so I have great memories.  I remember going to many dances and 

celebrations and of course, baseball games to see my boyfriend at the time, Frank “Paco” Chapa 

play.  I remember Mrs. Delgado going by our house all the time to go to work at the West End.  

She really made good hamburgers.  The girls, Estella and Linda, would stay in the kitchen while 



their mother worked.  So many good memories are left from the West End Park.  Thank you, 

Estella, for bringing all those good memories back.” 

 Charles W. Nowotny New Braunfels Lions #10 from 1957 to 1963 wrote the following: 

“Back in the fifties if you were a young ball player, your options were limited.  Having played 

Babe Ruth League ball and High School baseball, your playing days were coming to an end.  I 

knew of only one semi-pro baseball team in the area; the New Braunfels Lions.  Thinking they 

were above our level of ball playing, we never thought we were good enough.  I was lucky to be 

asked to play on a fledgling new semi-pro team called the New Braunfels Wildcats, planning at 

the only other ball field, the Comal County Fairgrounds, but always thinking what it would be 

like to play at West End Park where the Lions played. 

 The Wildcats played well and one year we were asked to play the Lions at West End 

Park.  Our young team played them for 15 innings and lost 1 to 0.  This game proved two things: 

we were good enough and Felipe Delgado, the West End Park’s owner and Lions manager, saw 

our talents which resulted in his asking a lot of our players to try out for his Lions team.  I did so 

and made the team and played 1st base.  My dream had come true and I found myself playing 

teams from all over South Texas as well as Mexico.  Our fans, predominantly Mexican, were 

true ball fans.  Many times, fans would offer money for the first Lion to get a hit or a lot of 

money for a home run.  Every Sunday, we would play one game with double-headers every once 

in a while.  The team was made up of mostly local players but Felipe would bring in a player 

now and then who had special talents.  I remember one pitcher he brought in from Mexico who 

spoke no English and had a requirement to drink a can of beer between innings.  The more beer 

he drank, the better he pitched. 

 The end of the season brought an awards ceremony at a dance held at West End Hall that 

was standing room only and again if you received an award there was always a fan giving you an 

additional monetary reward. 

 I was fortunate to play for the New Braunfels Lions at West End Park for six years, 

enjoying every game and the friendships of fellow players which still live in the community 

today.”  

III. Significance: 

 The story of the West End Hall and Baseball Park is one of hard-working immigrants 

from Mexico that came to Texas.  Felipe and Elisa’s parents came to Texas in the early 1900s for 



a better life. Their children, Felipe and Elisa, were first-generation Texans and established a 

home, family and business in New Braunfels, Texas where they could fulfill their dreams.  Felipe 

was hard working serving in the CCC, World War II, and working civil service at Randolph Air 

Force Base, while establishing the West End Hall and Baseball Park that he ran for over 30 

years.  Elisa worked hard raising her family and also establishing and working at the West End 

Park. 

 As Felipe had dreamed, the West End developed into the cultural meeting place and 

playground for the community not only of New Braunfels but of the surrounding area.  He broke 

cultural and racial barriers by including everyone in his events.  His ingenuity and hard work 

provided the people of the New Braunfels area, a place where they could celebrate their culture, 

history, family, food, music and baseball. 

 Although the buildings and ball park no longer remain, the memories of generations of 

families are still fresh and fond concerning the West End Park. 

 The drawing and photos below show the location of the West End Park in relation to the 

streets and railroad with photos representing the numbers on the drawing.  Additional photos are 

included also. 
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Google image of the area with the marker location noted and streets labeled. 

 

Narrative compiled by Estella Delgado Farias and photos from the Delgado family collection. 

 


